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DOUBLE-BARRELLED | 
BREECH-LOADING 


SHOT-GUN. 
Whitmore’s Patents. August,8, 1871. Apri 16, 1872. 


WE are now prepared to furnish our IMPROVED DOUBLE-BARRELLED BREECH-LOADING SHOT-GuN, which we recommend as the best ever offered the 
American sportsman, combining all the most desirable features of the best English double guns, together with some valuable improvements not found in any 


other. 

In the production of these guns no expense or trouble has been spared. An elaborate and complete set of machinery and guages has been made, by means of which all the parts are produced 
exactly alike, and interchangeable, thus ensuring great accuracy and uniformity in, the character of work produced, and affording great facility to the sportsman for replacing any parts that may be 
lost or broken. 

The breech mechanism is a combined positive and snap-action system. The motion of opening is by pressing upward, with the thumb against the rear end of the lever, which withdraws the 
locking bolt and swings up the rear end of the barreis, at the same time bringing the hammers to half cock, and automatically withdrawing the cartridge shells. The movement of the barrels is 
limited by a very neat device, forming a joint check, which takes all the wear and strain off the joint-pin, thereby entirely obviating an objection made by many to break-down guns, on account of 
the liability of the joint to get loose and shaky by use. The arrangement of the hammer and hammer-lifter ia such that this Gun can not be fred except when the barrels are locked. . We believe this 
feature is not found in any other double breech-loading gun in the market. 

In order to suit the requirements of our different customers, we make three styles of gun, differing only in the Anish and kind of barrels and stocks, which we offer at the following prics : 


Plain Walnut Stock, Decarbonized Steel Barrels, - * . .- - « - - - - - - - $45 00 
Fancy Stock, Twist Barrels, - - - - ~ . = . - - - - - - - - = _ 6000 
Extra Finished Stock, Damascus or other Fancy Twist Barrels, Engraved Lock Plate, - - - - ° . 75 00 


In all of these gue only the best materials and workmanship are employed. The locks and breech system are the same in the several grades, and the same care is bestowed upon the boring 
and finishing of the barrels. In the construction of our barrels we have adopted an improved system of boring, so that we can warrant all our guns to shoot thick, even, and with % 
In order to enable us to offer a thoroughly well made and reliable gun at the low price of $45, we have omitted all ornamentation of either the stock or metal work, leaving bo Spent butt 
stock plain. The barrels are of decarbonizea steel. In the next grade selling at $60, a finer quality of timber for the stock, and twist barrels, is used. The wrist of butt s ischecked. The- 
75 gun has a still finer quality of barrel, and the most carefully se’ ected stocks. The wrist of butt stock and tip are checked, and the lock-plates and portions of the breech-frame are engraved. 


The length of butt stock, measuring from butt plato to trigger is 14 inches. The crook of the stock, measuring from a straight edge laid along the rib of the barrel, is 2% inches. 
Weights, 8 to 8 3-4 Pounds—according to length of bis. 


Length of barrel, 26, 28, 30, 32inches. Bore, 10 or 12 guage. 





«2 In fixing upon the model of our gun, we have chosen what we think best adapted to meet the wants of the public. We can not vary,in aur PARTICULAE, from 
the dimensions and weight before mertioned, or in the style of finish. 


Breech Loading Shells. 






SE NOB a ans’g pon, nas np tsetse tucse"Ul bce Iediees  chcbsdshti tas dle per doz. $3 00| Paper Shells, 2d quality, No. 10 
Ee Pe Et Bh todd hdocesccvandibudbael Sdihubl dvakdadstiséte ident _ 2 00 > sr Ya oe “ 2 
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Much depends upon the wads being of good quality and proper size. For Brass Shells a wad two sizes larger than the bore should be used. For Paper Shells a 
wad -y size larger than the bore will answer. - 4“ a 
© remove the barrols, bring both hammers to cock, then take off tip-stock and the barrels can tached. , ‘ 
These guns have been thoroughly tested, and give perfect ‘satisfactionfin ‘every case, their shooting qualities and breech mechanism being especially recommend=4. 
Anmory, In1on, New Yor«. 281 axp 288 BROADWAY, New Your. 
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We shall be greatly obliged if officers will give us eaily notice of any changes which maybe required in this table. 
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RARE AND BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS 


Army & Navy Headquarters 
— Choice Vegetables. 


STURTEVANT HOUSE, 


No. 1186 BROADWAY, 


Wth and 29th Streets, New York. 
WITH ELEVATOR 
Board and Rooms $3.50 per Day. 


LEWIS & GEORGE S. LELAND, 
Proprietors. 


J. Cc. F. DEECKEN, 


MANUFACTURER OF AND DEALER IN 


MILITARY GOODS. 
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for 1874, is now in press, and 
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25 cents. An edition elegantly bound in cloth, $1. 
Bliss’s Gardeners’ Almanac 
and Abridged Catalogue contains upwards of 
100 pages, and embraces a monthly calendar of 
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EN, FIELD, and FLOWER SEEDS, wit 
brief directions for their culture. A co y will be 
mailed to all applicants inclosing two three-cent 
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Breech-loading Shot Sune $300. Doub) 
BOSTON, MASS. LIFE THOUSARES co. Shot Guns, st a $150 0. mee | pada ne, $3 to ba AMUSEMENTS THIS WEEK, 
es, 0 volvers, stols 

F TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE | to terial, Fishing Tackle. Lar e ate BOOTH’S THEATRE.—The Colleen Bawn—Mr, 
JOHN 0O’NEIL, Net Assets December 81, 1872 Setar ees Clubs. Army GunsRovolvers, |" Dion Boucicault. Saturday Matinee, 1.90." 
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ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 








VOLUME XI.—NUMBER 32. 
WHOLE NUMBER 552. f 


NEW YORK, SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 1874, 


SIX DOLLARS PER YEAR. 
{ smock COPIES, FIFTEEN CENTS. 














Publication Office, 39 Park Row. 
SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 











The Office of the ARMY AND 
NAYY 'JOURNAL will be removed 
on the ist of May to No. 23 Murray 
St., in the same building with Mr. 
D. Van Nostrand, the military pub- 
lisher. 








THE ARMY. 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General EF. D; Townsend, Adjutant-General, 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Brevet Colonel Josiah Simpson.—A_ correspondent 
writes us as follows of this officer lately deceased: If 
jiwere desirable, it is impracticable to construct in de- 
tail the story of his life. A part of it was spent in the 
discharge of routine duties incident to peace, a part in 
stirring and hazardous field service in the everglades 
of Florida and in foreign war, and another part in the 
medical direction of a department that at one time con- 
tained four hundred and fifty medical officers and forty 
thousand hospital beds.. The characteristic of Surgeon 
Simpson was unostentation ; but scrupulous fidelity in 
the performance of duty. The good of the service and 
the honor of his corps were ever before him. His man- 
ner was unassuming and his kindness of heart was felt 
by every one within his influence, but he always yielded 
and enforced the courtesies and diseipline of military 
life, and was rigidly impartial in his official actions. 
His views of men and measures were well-marked; 
but he permitted no prejudice to modify his course. 
His heaviest official burdens were thrown upon him at 
a. time when he was borne down by great private afflic- 
tion and his health was already beginning to give way, 
but he allowed himself no respite, and his clearheaded, 
conscientious, and minute discharge of duty was above 
criticism. In his private life he was hospitable, warm- 
headed and pure. His official duties were so onerous 
his domestic affliction so severe, and, iatterly, his health 
so delicate that except to a very small private circle, he 
was scarcely known socially in Baltimore, where he 
chiefly resided during the past twelve years. But 
where he wis known his: death will be a cause of 
mourning. It is very seldom that the requirements for 
respect and affection are so completely united in a single 
character. W. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS, 


Issued from thé War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending March 16, 1874. 


Tuesday, March 10. 


Major J. N. G. Whistler, Twenty-second Infantry, is 
appointed to act as Inspectorion certain Quartermaster’s 
stores and camp and garrison equipage on hand at 
Newport Barracks, Ky., and for which First Lieuten- 
-_ enry Marcotte, Seventeenth Infantry, is responsi- 


le. 
Wednesday, March 11. 

The leave of absence heretofore granted Surgeon 
Ebenezer Swift is extended five days. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, 
Hospital Steward Ferdinand Hercher, U.S. Army, is 
relieved from duty in the Department of the South, and 
will report in person to the Commanding General De- 
partment of the Missouri forassignment to duty. 

On the recommendation of the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, so much of 8S. O. No. 44, February 28, 1874, from 
this office, as relates to Captain C. W. Bradley, A. Q. 
M., is so amended as to direct him, on being relieved at 
Charleston, 8. C., to report in person to the Command- 
ing General Department of Dakota for assignment to 


‘The resignation of Captain Frederick W. Coleman, 
Fifteenth Infantry, has been accepted by the President, 
to take effect March 81, 1874. 

Leave of absence until March 31, 1874, is granted 
Captain Frederick W, Coleman, Fifteenth Infantry. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Oflice, on Thursday, March 12, 1874]. 

Friday, March 138. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant C. P. Rodgers, Fifth Cavalry, in 8. O. No. 2, 
January 5, 1874, from Headquarters of the Army, is 
still further exteaded thirty days. 

Leave of absence for six months is granted First 
Lieutenant Charles F. Roe, Eleventh Infantry. 

Saturday, March 15. 

The resignation of First Lieutenant Matthew C. 
Grier, Fourth Artillery, has been accepted by the Pres- 
ident to take effect March 7, 1874. 

The extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant C. G. Penney, Regimental Quartermaster, Sixth 
Infantry, in 8. 0. No. 162, August 8, 1873, from this 
office, is still further extended twenty days. 

Colonel James A. Hardie, Inspector-General, will 
_— to Yankton and such other points in Dakota 

erritory, or elsewhere, as may be necessary in the per- 
formancejiof certain duties with which he is charged 





by special instructions of the 11th instant from the 
War Department. 


Monday, March 16. 


First Sergeant Nathaniel Hershler, Military rime 
Detachment of Artillery, now with ‘his command, will 
be discharged the service of the United States on re- 
ceipt of this order at the place where he may be 
serving. 


CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s office during the week ending Satur- 
day, March 14: 

Company B, Ninth Infantry, from Omaha Barracks, Neb., to 
Fort D. A. Russell, W. T. 

Company I, Sixteenth Infantry, from Corinth, Miss., to Little 
Rock, Ark. 

Post Discontinvep.—Corinth, Mies. 











MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 
Tieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Hdd rt rs Chicago, Il. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 

Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry : Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 


Twenty-second Infantry.—Lieutenant-Colonel E. 8. 
Otis March 7 was directed to report to the department 
commander for assignment to special duty. 

Nineteenth Infantry.—Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. 
Lewis, March 8 was relieved from duty in this depart- 
ment as A. A. I.-G, to enable him to comp!y with par. 
12, 8. O. No. 25, c. s., W. D., A.-G. O. 


Seventh Cavalry.—First Lieutenant J.. F. Weston 
March 6 was ordered to be relieved from duty at Fort 
Abraham Lincoln, D. T., in time to enable him to leave 
that post April 1, to comply with his order of detail for 
duty at the Artillery School, Fortress Monroe, Va. 

Second Lieutenant B. H. Hodgson, Seventh Cavalry, 
March 2 was relieved from duty as a member of the G. 
C.-M. appointed by par. 1, 8. O. No. 256, series of 1873, 
from department headquarters. 


Seventeenth Infantry.—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Fort Abercrombie, D. T., March 
19. The following officers of this regiment were de- 
tailed for the court: Colonel T. L. Crittenden ; Cap- 
tains E. P. Pearson, C. E. Bennett, W. M. Van Horne ; 
First Lieutenants T. G. Troxel, W. P. Rogers. First 
Lieutenant H. 8. Howe, judge-advocate. 

Captain E. P. Pearson, Seventeenth Infantry, return- 
ing to his station from sick leave of absence, March 2 
was ordered to Fort Abercrombie, D. T., reporting for 
duty at that post uutil the 25th of April, when he will 
be relieved to enable him to report at Fort Abraham 
Lincoln, D. T., as a witness before a General Court- 
martial. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope; Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth 

Payment of Troops.—Major VY. C. Hanna, paymaster, 
U. 8. Army, March 9 was directed to pay the troops 
station at Chicago, Illindéis, and, on completion of this 
payment, the troops at Rock Island Arsenal, Illinois, 
the Cavalry Depot, St. Louis, and Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo., to February 28, 1874. 


Fort Union.—A_ General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Fort Union, N. M., March 22 or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, for the trial of such persons 
as may be properly brought before it. Detail for the 
court: Captains L. T. Morris, 8. B. M. Young, William 
McCleave; Second Lieutenants R. A. Williams, A. H. 
Rogers, Eighth Infantry ; Second Lieutenant G. A. 
Cornish, Fifteenth Infantry. First Lieutenant J. W. 
Eckles, Fifteenth Infantry, judge-advocate, 

Fort Hays.—A Fort Hays correspondent sends us the 
following: “ The pest is garrisoned by the Sixth Cav- 
alry, General James Oakes, colonel commanding; Ad- 


jutant Lieutenant G. E. Overton, Surgeon Woy 4 


Chaplain G. Collins, Quartermaster Lieutenant 
Smith ; line officers, Capts. J. A. Irwin, Samuel M. Whit- 
side, Daniel Madden, and J. Kerin; Lieutenants J. W. 
Chickering, J. H. Sands, H. F. Winchester, R. Hanna, 
and J. A. Rucker. In addition to morning service the 
Chaplain is fiving a series of historical lectures Sunday 
evenings. The minstrels have been very successful 
during the winter. The weather on the Plains has, as 
a whole, been very pleasant during the winter. The 
country is rapidly filling up with settlers. 
A correspondent writes us: During the past winter 
a number of the enlisted men of the Sixth Cavalry, 
have been giving a series of ra rammes, minstrel, and 
dramatic, under the name of “ The Fort Hays Variety 
Combination Troupe,” at the Post Theatre, at Fort 
Hays, Kas. These entertainments have been given at 
regular weekly intervals, and have been creditable to 
these taking part in them, as attested by large and ap- 
preciative audiences at each entertainment, including 
the officers and enlisted men of the garrison, as well as 
a liberal patronage from the town of Hays City. These 
entertainments with occasional balls have been the 
means of enlivening the monotony of garrison life dur- 
ing the past winter, and encouraged good social feeling 
between the garrison and town, a mile to the north- 
ward. St. Patrick’s eve, the members of Company D, 
Sixth Cavalry, give a grand ball ; every pains are being 
taken to make it a success. The Good Templars 
Lodge, composed mostly of Company C, Sixth Cavalry, 
ve a banquet at the Company C mess room the even- 
ng of the 10th. The room was tastefully decorated 
with , and the tables well supplied with good 
things, eral of the officers with their ladies, were 





ante 


present, for a time, and after the banquet, songs were 
in order. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 
Briqadier-General E. O. 0. Ord; Headquarters, Omaha, Neb. 


Highth Infantry.—First Lieutenant C A. Earn- 
est, having relinquished his leave of absence and re- 
ported for duty, was March 7 ordered to join his com- 
pany via Fort D. A. Russell and Fort Laramie. 

Second Cavalry.—Major James §. Brisbin March 7 
was detailed as a member of the board of officers, in- 
stituted by par. 1, 8. O. No. 25, c. s., from department 
headquarters, vice Major E. F. Townsend, Ninth In- 
fantry, relieved, who was ordered to Fort D. A. 
Russell for temporary duty, and to assume command of 
that post. 

Fourteenth Infantry.—Company I (Davis’), at Fort 
D. A. Russell March 7 was ordered to return to its sta- 
tion at Sidney Barracks. , 

Ninth Infantry —Company B (Devin’s), at Sidne 
Barracks, March 7 was ordered to Fort D, A. Russell, 
there to take station. 


Medical Department.—February 21, the Department 
Commander, relieved Surgeon John'F. Randolph, U. 8. 
Army, from duty with the Sioux expedition, on account 
of alleged sickness in his family, and on_ the applica- 
tion of the commanding officer of Fort D. A. Russell, 
February 28 Assistant Surgeon Robert M. O'Reilly, 
U. 8. Army, was assigned to duty with the’ Sioux ex- 
pedition. 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS, 
Brigadier-Gen C. C. Augur: Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas. 


Fort McKavett.—During the latter part of Februar 
General R. 8. MacKenzie started with Companies b, 
C, and M, of his regiment (Fourth Cavalry), Company 
G, Tenth Infantry, and a detachment of Seminole 
Negro Scouts on a thirty days’ scout up the Pecos 
river, where it is hoped that with his usual good luck 
he will come across some band of thieving red-skins, 
and punish them as the Fourth has been doing in 
Texas the past few years. 

Fort Clark.—A General Court-martial convened at 
Fort Clark, Texas, March 5. Detail for the court: 
Major Henry C. Bankhead, Captain Napoleon B. Mc- 
Laughlen, Fourth Cavalry; Captains William L. Kel- 
logg, John N. Craig, Tenth Infantry; First Lieuten- 
ants Hanson H. Crews, Fourth Cavalry; Jonathan B. 


Hanson, Tenth Infantry ; Second Lieutenant Matthew 


Leeper, Jr., Fourth Cavalry. Second Lieutenant James 
R. Cranston, Tenth Infantry, judge. advocate of the 
court. 

Fourth Cavalry.—Second Lieutenant Otho W. Budd, 
Company M, Fort Duncan, Texas, promoted first lieu- 
tenant vice Hudson, deceased, carries him to Company 
I, at Fort Clark. Lieutenant Budd February 28 was 
ordered to join the company to which he is promoted 
on adjournment, sine die, of the General Court-martial 
of which he is judge-advocate. 

Twenty-fourth Infantry.—Leave of absence for 
— or was granted Second Lieutenant H. Wygant, 

arch 5. 


Payment of Troops.—Major E. D. Judd, parmanes, 
March 8 was directed to pay the troops near Kerrville 
and Sabinal; also the troops at Forts Clark and Dun- 
can. 

Pay Department.—Major W. P. Gould, paymaster, 
March 8 was directed to return to his station—Fort 
Stockton—under special instructions from the chief 
pay master. 


Tenth Cavalry.—Orders of the 28th ultimo, directed 
the commanding officer Fort Richardson, Texas, to send 
one full company of infantry to report to Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. W. Devidson, Tenth Cavalry, at Camp 
Augur, on Red river. 


Fort Concho.—A. General Court-martial convened at 
Fort Concho, Texas, March 12. Detail for the court: 
Majors Henry Douglass, Eleventh Infantry; Albert P. 
Morrow, Ninth Cavalry ; Captain William B. Kennedy, 
Tenth Cavalry; First Lieutenant George G. Lott and 
Second Lieutenants George LeR. Brown, Fred. F, Kis-. 
lingbury, Eleventh Infantry. First Lieutenant William 
Hoffman, Eleventh Infantry, judge-advocate of the 
court. . 


Medical Department.—The Court of pe rd insti- 
tuted December 29, 1873, at the request Assistant 
Surgeon William F. Buchanan, U. 8. Army, to investi- 
gate and report upon the facts connected with certain 
accusations preferred against that officer, and to ex- 
press an opinion on the merits of the case, and whether, 
in its opinion, any further action is necessary, March 
1, submitted a statement of facts upon which they base 
the opinion that the accused has committed, techni- 
cally, irregularities in the- conduct of the hospital, 
for which he pleads custom. The court is, however, 
convinced that the act conveys no intention to defraud 
the Government or embezzle money; that no money 
was embezzled, and that Assistant Surgeon Buchanan 
acted in good faith and with no intent what- 
ever, and neither the Government or patients in post 
hospital have suffered thereby; and that the interests 
of the service would, in no way, be ae 5! any 
further action so far as Assistant Surgeon .F. Buch- 
anan is concerned. The department commander, while 
not approving the proceedings of the court in their en- 
tirety, nor concurring with it altogether in its findings 
and opinion, nevertheless, after careful consideration 
of the subject, hag come to the conclusion thatthe , 
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terests of the service will not be subserved by any 
further action in the case of Assistant Surgeon Buch- 


anan, and, therefore, uiesces in the recommendation 
of the court to that effect. “In defence of the acts 
mmented on,” says General Augur, “ Assistant Sur- 
— in effect, the difficulty or im- 
practicability, and often the impossibility of complying 
with the regulations, wherein, it appears from the pro- 
ceedings, he violated them—also custom of the service. 
Pleas of the difficulty and impracticability of obeying 
the regulations are futile; especially when they apply 
to the general carrying out of the same, and not to 
isolated instances, and are not worthy of consideration. 
As to ‘ custom of service, Assistant Surgeon Buchana 
seems to have confounded the customs, with the possi- 
ble abuses, of the service. The latter should not be held 
synonymous with the former. Customs of service can 
only be taken as precedents to follow, when intrinsi- 
cally proper of themselves, and supplementary to the 
written law and regulations, on points on which the 
latter are silent, and not when in direct opposition to 
these. Moreover, the abuses which are imitated the 
department commander believes to be rather the ex- 
ception than the rule. It is to be hoped in future that 
Assistant Surgeon Buchanan will confine himself 
strictly to the regulations.” 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headg’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell: Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 


Highteenth Infaniry.—Leave of aqsence for thirty 
days, with permission to leave the limits of the depart- 
ment, March 10 was granted Captain R. L. Morris. 

Second Ar .—Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to leave the limits of the department, 
March 7 was granted First Lieutenant John C. Scant- 
ling, to take effect April 1. 

~ Department.—Major W. B. Rochester, paymas- 
ter, U. 8. Army, March 7 was ordered to Newport, Ky., 
on duty connected with the Pay Department. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory; Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 


Sizteenth Infantry—Company I March 9 was re- 
lieved from further-duty at Corinth, Miss., and ordered 
to take post at Little Rock Barracks, Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 


_ MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General W. S. Hancock: Hdqrt'rs, New York 


Officers Registered—The following officers were 
ae at headquarters Military Division of the 
Atlantic, for the week ending March 17, 1874: Majors 
Peter C. Haines, Corps of Engineers; Chas. G. Saw- 
telle and Captain G. W. Bradley, Quartermaster De- 

artment; Second Lieutenant William B. Wetmore, 

ixth Cavalry. 
rtermaster’s Department.—Leave of absence for 
fifteen days, to take effect on or about the 20th proximo, 
March 12 was granted Lieutenant-Colonel Rufus Sax- 
ton, Q. M. D. 

Medwat Department.—Leave of absence for thirt 
days March 12 was granted Surgeon Joseph H. Bil 
Medical Department. 

Madison Barracks—The General Couxrt-martial 
- which convened at Madison Barracks, Sackett’s Harbor, 
N. Y., by virtue of par. 1, 8. O. No. 47, c. s., from divis- 
jon headquarters, and of which Lieutenant Colonel 
Romeyn B. Ayres, Third Artillery, is president, March 
17 was dissolved. 

First Infantry.—The Secretary of War having de- 
signated the First Infantry, in this division, to be armed 
with the new model (cal. 45) Springfield rifle musket, 
commanders of companies of that regiment, March 17 
were directed to make requisition, through division 
headquarters, for the number required to arm their 
companies, and for the necessary ammunition, not to 
exceed 150 rounds per man. 

‘Third Artillery.—A General Court-martial was a 
pointed to meet at David’s Island, N. Y. H., March 19. 
Assistant Surgeon Washington Matthews, U. S. Army, 
and the following officers of this regiment were de- 
tailed for the court: Major Robert V. W. Howard; 
Captain John R. Myrick; First Lieutenant Charles 
Hum ares Second Lieutenants Charles Sellmer, 
Jobn yers. First Lieutenant Edward Davis, judge- 
advocate. . 

Fort Wayne—A_ General Court-martial was ap- 

inted to meet at Fort Wayne, Mich., March 16. The 
following officers of the First Infantry were detailed 
for the court: Captains Robert H. Offley, Fer, 

Walker ; First Lieutenants Daniel F. Callinan, Allen 

Smith, adjutant, llenry R. Jones; Second Lieutenant 

Robert G. Armstrong. Second Lieutenant J. Sumner 

Rogers, judge-advocate. 


Madison Barracks—A General Court-martial was 
appointed to meet at Madison Barracks, N. Y., March 
6. Detail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel Romeyn 
B. ae, Third Lasierpg’ & Surgeon Lewis A. Edward 
Medical Department; Captain John G. Turnbull, an 
First Lieutenants Constantine Chase, Third Art*llery ; 
Gilbert 8. Jennings, and Second Lieutenant John ‘J. 
O'Connell, First Infantry. First Lieutenant Oliver E. 
Wood, Fifth Artillery, judge-advocate. 

' First Infaniry.—A General -martial was a 
inted to meet at Fort Wayne, Mich., March 16. The 
ollowing officers of this t were detailed for the 
court: Robert Offiey, Fergus Wolker ; 
First Lieutenants Daniel F. Callinan, Allen Smith, ad- 
jutant, Henry R. Jones ; Second Lieutenant Robert G. 
Armstrong. Second Lieutenant J. Sumner Rogers, 
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MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIPIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield > H’dqrs San Francisco, Cal 


Medical ment.—A. A. Surgeon N. F. Martin, 
U. 8. Aver, was directed to report to Captain Edward 
H. Leib, Fifth Cavalry, on the steamer Montana, leav - 
ing San Francisco, February 28, as medical officer of 
his command. From Fort Yuma he was directed to 
return to this station and repori to the medical director 
of the Department of California. 

Payment of Troops.—Major Charles J. Sprague, pay- 
master, U. 3. <mf was directed to pay,the troops at 
Fort Yuma, Cal., February 28. 

Twelfth Infantry—Second Lieutenant William W. 
Wotherspoon, at Angel Island, Cal., March 5 was or- 
dered to join his company (D) at Camp Independence, 
California. 

Fifth Cavairy.—First Lieutenant Albert E. Woodson 
February 26 was directed to join his company in the 
Department of Arizona. 

he commanding officer of Benicia Barracks, Cal., 
was ordered to send to Fort Yuma, Cal., by the steamer 
of February 28, in charge of Captain Edward H. Leib, 
Fifth Cavalry, all enlisted men and laundresses at his 
post for the Fifth Cavalry. 


DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Twenty-first Infantry—On the 18th of February, 
Brevet Mijor-General Prank Wheaton, lieutenant-col- 
onel of this regiment, officiated as next friend at the 
wedding of one of the enlisted men of Company F, 
Wm. C. Springer, the Colonel giving away the bride, 
Miss Flora Smith. A wedding feast and dancing party 
followed in the new hall lately built by the “ Foster 
Amateurs” (a dramatic and minstrel association), the 
officers attending with their families. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Colonel Jeff’. C. Davis: Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 

Twenty-first Infantry.—Major Edwin C. Mason Feb. 
26 was ordered to Fort Walla Walla, W. T., to make a 
thorough inspection of that post. On completion of 
this duty he will return to his station, Fort Vancouver. 

Fourth Cavalry.—Under the provisions of 8. O. No. 
5, Headquarters of the Army, January 39, 1874, which 
order transfers Second Lieutenant Jacob E. Bloom, 
from Company H to Company I, at the Artillery 
School, he was relieved from duty in this department in 
season to repair to Fort Monroe, Va., and report for 
duty May 1, 1874. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 
Brigadier-General George Crook: Headquarters, Prescott, A. 7. 
Fifth Cavalry.—Major George A. Gordon February 
20 was ordered to Camp Grant, A. T., to which post he 
was assigned to duty. 

Twelfth Infantry.—First Lieutenant W. W. Fleming 
February 27 was relieved from duty at the post of 
Camp Beale’s Springs, and rr to duty at Camp 
Mojave, A. T., A. A. Q. M. A. C. 8. 








The Indians.—A despatch dated Washington, March 
14, says: Major N. B. Sweitzer, Second Cavalry, sta- 
tioned at Fort Ellis, Montana Territory, under date of 
February 14, reports that the exploring expedition of 
citizens organized in Bozeman, M. T., has started down 
the Yellowstone. lt numbers 125 persons, and there 
are twenty-five more to join? They have seventcen 
wagons, principally drawn by oxen, and most of the 
party are on foot. They have 400 rounds of small arm 
ammunition for each man and two small cannon, with 
100 rounds percannon. Lieutenant Doane, while in 
the Judith Basin country, met parties from Fort Peck, 
who reported that Sitting Bull and his band of Sioux 
were encamped on Big Dry Creek, that runs north into 
the Missouri near Fort Peck, and that a large band of 
Sioux are encamped and hunting Buffalo near Bear 
Paw Mountains, northeast of Benton. These Indians 
are North to hunt buffalo and trade arms and ammuni- 
tion from the Missouri river traders. There appears to 
be no limit to the amount of ammunition and arms 
these Indians can get, except the means to purchase 
with. 

The Hon. C. Delano, Secretary of the Interior, in a 
letter to Governor Potts, of Montana, thus refers to the 
exploring expedition into the Black Hills of the Sioux 
country: I have to say that its departure from Boze- 
man is much to be regretted, and stringent measures 
would have been adopted to prevent it bad the facts 
been sooner known here. Although the promise made 
to the mili authorities that the expedition would 
not go upon Indian reservations may not be violated, 
there is, nevertheless, grave apprehension that the 
movement of sucha formidable organization through 
the region of country more or less travelled by bands of 
Indians will provoke a collision that may culminate in 
a general Indian war. You are earnestly requested to 
use every precaution to avert a disaster which would 
render abortive the efforts now beivg made, with every 

rospect of success, not only for a continuance of the 
Friendly relations now existing with the reservation In- 
dians, but for the purpose of invoking their assistance 
and influence in promoting a better feeling among the 
more intractable Sionx. The department has never 
entertained a doubt of the loyalty of the Crows, and I 
will thank you to inform them that their friendship to 
the whites is duly appreciated, and that it is hoped no 
events will occur to render their proffered service ne- 
cessary. If, however, circumstances should arise to re- 
quire them, they may be made available. 

A despatch dated Washington, March 14, says: The 

of the Interior to-day transmitted to the Se- 

Saale SS Wer eee oe a communication from the 
of Indian Affairs and a letter from Chas. 

——> agent at the Los Pinos Indian Agency, in Colo- 
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lands proposed to be ceded by the agreement with the 
Ute Indians on the 18th of September last, but upon 
the fifteen miles strip of territory south of said lands 
that is expressly reserved for the southern bands of 
Utes when they shall be prepared to engage in herd- 
ing. It is also reported that 100 or more white mcn are 
now in the neighborhood waiting for spring to open 
for the evident purpose of passing over the Ute reser- 
vation if not to settle upon it. Secretary Delano says 
the great importance of keeping this reservation free 
from @ :croachments of the whites cannot be too highly 
estimated. For this purpose, and to keep good faitu 
with the Utes, in compliance with the provisions of 
the treaty of 1866, which are affirmed in the agreement 
recently entered into with them, and to keep the 
pledge made to them while in Washington, that the 
Government would protect their reservation, the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to-day formally requests that a suf- 
ficient military force be ordered to proceed to the vicin- 
ity of the reservation with instructions to notify all 
parties concerned that no unauthorized white persons 
will be permitted to go upon said reservation, and that 
those who sre now trespassing thereon must abandon 
it immediately or they will be forcibly removed. 

A despatch dated San Francisco, Cal., March 12,says: 
Advices from’Arizona state that the Hualapais Apaches 
declare their willingness to return to their old grounds 
and obey all the orders of General Crook, but they say 
they will all die before they will goto the Colorado 
river reservation, and if the troops want to fight them 
they must expect a big battle. General Crook is at 
San Carlos, Another despatch from San Francisco, of 
the same date, says: A despatch from Prescott, Ari- 
zona, says that much surprise and indignation were oc- 
casioned in the town when the San Francisco papers 
were received containing a Washington despatch giving 
Indian Agent Turner’s letter to the Coimissioners 
upon the condition of affairs at the Verde Apache 
reservation. The despatch says: “The whole report 
is a tissue of garbled facts and false statements, plausi- 
bly arranged to deceive the outside world, and to bring 
about the accomplishment of certain objects; but it 
fails to blind the people of this territory who know him. 
The Indians at the Verde reservation number 1,400, 
with daily accessions. They are preparing to plant 
corn and make irrigation ditches, and express them- 
selves as well satisfied with their treatment, and con- 
tented with their situation. They say they want to 
have their permanent home esteblished on that reserva- 
tion, which has always been their country. 








A CORRESPONDENT writes to the New York Times : 
A feeling of sadness came over me when I read a few 
evenings ago the following despatch from Washing- 
ton: “The House of Representatives has passed bills 
giving a pension of $50 per month to the widows of 
Generals Meade, Canby and McPherson. A strong 
effort was made to increase the amount to $100, but 
proved unsuccessful.” The word sadness does not half 
express all I felt, for I also blushed with burning shame 
at the thought that the widows of some of our dead 
heroes had to petition Congress for relief. Was it 
really true that a strong effort had been made to in- 
crease the pensions to twelve hundred paltry dollars 
perannum? Yet it must bave been so. Will you not 
take up such a just and good cause in language eloquent 
and patriotic, that shall at least induce our legislators 
to reconsider their vote and make them act more gene- 
rously toward those who need to be cheered up and 
comforted? There is no better way to honor the 
dead than by taking care of the living. Who has a 
better right to our generosity than the survivors of those 
who have exposed their life on many a battle field ? 
The Republic should never forget the days of anguish 
and danger through which it has passed. Not only the 
honor of the country, but also duty and justice, demand 
that Congress shall act generously toward the widows 
and childrew of our victorious leaders. 

The N. Y. Commercial Advertiser, speaking of the 
same matter, says: Dulce et decorum, est pro patria 
mori! Who would not have been a General in the 
Army cf the Republic, and bave die¢ in the service of 
his country? When Canby was shot down by the 
cowardly Modoc, we hung the Modoc and his com- 
panions, because they were dangerous to the public 
health, but we failed to consider Canby. And now, 
when the request for a pension for his widow comes 
up in Congress, our economical satraps in Washington 
disgrace the country by an award of $600 per annum. 
Meade saved the ltepublic at Gettysburg, while all 
Pennsylvania was trembling in an agony of apprehen- 
sion, and gentlemen of the present Congress ran a 
serious risk of never having to serve their country in 
their present capacity. To-day the memory of Meade 
is insulted with a pension of $600. McPherson won 
his Major General’s commission at Corinth, commanded 
the centre of our Army at Vicksburg, and was shot 
down while Icading the advance on Atlanta; for these 
creditable occurrences in his life, a generous Congress 
of Representatives of his fellow-citizens stabs him in 
the back, when dead, with a pension of $600. Now 
give us a $400,000,000 expansion of inconvertible and 
incontrovertible shin—plasters, and go home! 


h 








THE expedition for geographical and geological ex- 
plorations and surveys west of the hundredth meridian, 
of which parties under the charge of First Lieut. 
George M. Wheeler, Corps of Engineers, have been in 
the field for the years 1869, 1871, 1872, and 1873, will, 
as soon as final action shall be taken by Congress, 
resume field operations in the ensuing Spring, in por- 
tions of Colorado. One party will be designated to 
prosecute a survey over the unfinished part of the area 
represented by their atlas sheet number sixty-one, 
which is situated between parallels 39 deg. and 37 deg. 
20 min. north latitude, and 105 deg. 30 min. and 108 
deg. 15 min. longitude west from Greenwich. This is 
especially a section wherein there are manifold moun. 
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the San Juan and its northern tributaries; also, of the 
Gunnison and Green Rivers. There are several promi- 
nent mountain ranges, among them the Sierra La Plata 
and Sierra San Miguel, and Uncompaghre and Elk 
Mountains. Itis a part of the most elevated portion 
of the interior of the Continent, There are being 
attracted toward this section large numbers of prospec- 
tors, seeking the precious metals in the mining districts 
lately discovered and known as the San Juan District. 
This vicinity promises a rich and interesting field. 
The work upon the astronomical base will be resumed 
and such astronomical parties as the appropriation will 
allow will be put into the field. From unexpended 
balances such other field parties as can be organized in 
view of the amounts available will also take the field 
prior to the 1st of July. The office force wii!l, as usual 
be kept in constant service. } 








ARMY AND NAVY IN CONGRESS. 


THERE has been little done in Congress the past 
week on account of the adjournments and ceremonies 
in respect to the memories of the late ex-President Fill- 
more and the late Senator Sumner. The House has 
concurred in the Senate’s amendments to the resolution 
providing for an inquiry and report on epidemic 
cholera in the West. 

Mr. Pierce M. B. Young, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, February 27, submitted the following 
report, to accompany bill H. R. No. 2131: 


The Committee on Military Affairs of the House of 

tatives, having under consideration the petition of Major Aten 
lom Baird, Assistant-Inspector-General fF 8. Army, for promo: 
tion to the grade of lieutenant-colonel, report as follows: * 1864 
the Inspector-General’s Department consisted of four inspec- 
tors-general (colonels) and five assistant-inspectors-general 
(majors). During the year one of these colonels died, and b 
law the senior Lay type pp wes entitled to promotion to fll 
the vacancy; but he and all below him interested in his advance- 
ment were absent from Washington, in the field, and an officer on 
duty in the War Department, but of an entirely different depart- 
ment, in no way connected with the Inspector-General’s, was 
nominated and confirmed to fill the vacancy. This done, it 
became impossible to rectify the wrong except by action of Con- 
gress. Major Davis, the officer who was entitled by law to pro- 
motion, remonstrated, but, being in disfavor, he could not obtain 
@ hearing. Still he continued to demand his rights, and during 
seven years pressed his claim. In 1867 a law was passed making 
three of the major-assistant inspectors-general lieutenant- 
colonels, and at this point Major Baird became personally inter- 
ested. Had Davis been promoted according to law in 1864, he 
(Major Baird) would, on the 13th of June, 1867, have been made 
lieutenant-colonel, and it is this that he now claims. Davis 
finally procured the passage of an act, approved June 8, 1872 
declaring the appointment made in 1864, which prevented his 
promotion, to have been illegal, and authorizing the President 
to appoint him, to date back to 1864, when he ought to have been 
promoted. The effect of this law was to vacate the position of 
aesistant-inspector-general held by him (Davis) back to March 
aa and General Orders No. 86, from the Adjutant-General’s 
. 8) ce, dated October 2, 1872, announces this fact. Now, the 
position of assistant-inspector-general held by Davis being at 
present vacant, and having been so at the time of the passage of 
the act of 1869, suspending promotions in the staff. Major Baird 
is entitled to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, to date from June 
a, es when Davis was appointed to the position to his exclu 
The act of Congress of March 3, 1869, arresting promoti i 
the staff until after further legislation, presents 1 gems chameit 
to this promotion at this time. Major Baird made a claim for 
his promotion in due season after the passage of the law in 
Davis's case, basing his demand on the fact that the vacancy 
having occurred prior to the passage of the act of March 3, 1869. 
pony seme J pepe ey in the staff, that act could not apply to 
his case, and he cited instances in which officers have been pro- 
moted and confirmed by the Senate subsequent to 1869, to fill 
vacancies found to have existed previous to the date of the act 
‘but an adverse ruling was given in his case. He further claimed 
that the act of June 8, 1872, in the case of Colonel Davis did 
likewise provide for his promotion, and that it removed any bar 
which the act of March 3, 1869, might otherwise be thought to 
impose; and this claim was likewise denied. And hence his 
present appeal to Congress. He asks that Congress, which has 
seuety restored Davis to his rights, shall take a similar action 
in his case. 


In the Senate, February 27, Mr. Sargent from the 
Committee on Naval Aftairs, to whom were referred 
the bill (S. 65) to authorize the President to restore 
Captain George Henry Preble, now a captain in the 
Navy, to his original position on the Navy Register 
and promote him to the rank of commodore on the 
active list; the bill (S. 31) for the relief of Captain L 
C. Sartori of the Navy, and the memorial of Com- 
mander R. F. R. Lewis, submitted a report in which 
they say: “ With tae conclusions at which the com- 
mittee have arrived as to the propriety of-any legisla- 
tion advancing applicants upon the Naval Register, it 
is unnecessary to discuss the showing made by the 
beneficiaries -of the foregoing bills. These cases, as 
we are informed, are but instances of a whole class 
awaiting the favorable action of Congress in any one 
case to be pressed upon our attention, and in every 
instance the interest of the individual leads him to sup- 
pose that his claims are exceptional. The legislation 
of Congress for the past eleven or twelve years has 
been directed toward the advancement of officers in the 
Navy who have merited such advancement by distin- 
guished conduct in battle, or by extraordinary heroism, 
or by exceptional excellence in their profession, and 
an attempt has been made to avoid favoritism by’ sub 
Mitting the claims of all alike to naval boards of ex- 
perienced and superior officers by the rank above the 
temptation of personal interest. Congress has uniformly 
followed the recommendations of such boards and 
made their conclusions binding upon the Navy Depart- 


and faitly made than is now possible, even by a new 
board, convened and govetned by the most liberal and 
impartial spirit. Certainly the mode adopted and per- 
sisted in by Congress is, for these and other reasons, 
more likely to do general justice, and save the rights of 
individuals, than is special legislation by Congress, with 
little opportunity for investigation, and with the pres- 
sure of applicants and their friends to influence its 
conclusions. Such special legislation is impolitic, and 
may be mischievous. To now place over the heads of 
those who have been advanced for gallant and heroic 
service in battle those who have failed to convince two 
careful and disinterested boards that they are entitled 
to special consideration, is to defeat the object of the 
special prumotions. It is to repeal or suspend, for 
individual benefit, general laws framed by pn te 
enlightened by administrative experience and advice, 
for the welfare of the whole Navy. Such action would 
also disturb the order of promotions; it would confuse 
the Naval records, and would violate the fixed limita- 
tion of numbers in every grade of the service. The 
committee desire to be distinctly understood that they 
do not cast any reflection upon any of the officers 
whose cases have been referred to them. But, for the 
reasons named, they feel constrained to recommend 
that the bills hereinbefore named be indefinitely post- 
poned. The memorial of Commander R. F. R. Lewis 
relates to the same subject, and its determination in- 
volves the same considerations. We recommend tbat 
the request of said memorialist be not granted, and the 
committee discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject.” 

The Military Academy bill No. 2545, was reported 

from: the Committee on Appropriations in the House, 
on the 17th inst., and made the order after the Indian 

Appropriation bill is disposed of. 

The Secretary of the Navy has responded to the 

resulution of the House of Representatives of February 

20, regarding the propriety of selling the Naval Asylum, 

at Philadelphia, and erecting suitable buildings adja- 

cent to the Naval Academy for such an institution. 

He submits reports from the Chief of the Bureau of 

Medicine and Surgery, and the Superintendent of the 

Naval Academy, both of whom entertain views against 

Annapolis as a location for such an asylum. The prin- 

cipal objections are that it is not considered a healthy 

locality. 

Mr. Coburn, from the Committee on Military affairs, 

reported House bill No. 2546, to provide for the gradual 

reduction of the Army, which was read a second time 

and ordered to be printed. It was made the special 

order for the first Tuesday in April. We shall publish 

the bill in full next week, nothing but a synopsis of its 

provisions having yet reached us. The bill provides 

for a reduction of the Army to 25,000 men, to be cem- 

posed of twenty regiments of infantry, nine of cavalry, 

and four of artillery, thus dispensing with seven regi- 

ments. The offices of Regimental Adjutant and 

uartermaster, aud one Major in all of the cavalry and 

artillery regiments are abolished. The permanent staff 

is reduced in several corps, and a provision is made for 

filling the lower grades from the line. The Engineer 

and Medical Corps, and the Bureau of Military Justice, 

and the Pay Department, are excepted from details. 

Detailed staff officers are to serve four years, the object 

being to select the best material for staft duty and pro- 

motion. Promotion in all branches is to be opened. 

Officers are allowed to resign on one year’s pay as be- 

fore. Regiments are to be consolidated, and officers 

assigned to staff or line duties, or, if unwerthy, are to 

be mustered out by a board. Those of over thirty 

years’ service thus put out are to go on the retired list. 

No officer is to go out or be put out by reason of mere 

reduction of force, but to continue in service unless he 

resigns or is removed by the board. Provision is made 

for the payment of troops by drafts at convenient posts 

as pensions are now paid. 








In the course of a letter declining an invitation to 
lecture before Skillen Post, No. 47, G. A. R., at Rome, 
N. Y., Mr. Raphael Semmes says: I am complimented 
by your invitation to lecture in Rome, N. Y., in aid of 
the fund to procure tombstones for deceased United 
States soldiers who lost their lives in the late war 
between the States. And you are kind enough to 
assure me that the people of Central New York would 
tieat me with hospitality. I thank you and them, and 
I see no reason why, as citizens of the same country who 
have had a good rough-and-tumble fight, we should not 
make peace and be friends when the fight is over, 
especially if the fight has had the effect to increase the 
respect which the one had for the other. As soldiers 
at least we can meet on common ground. The living 
soldier always mourns the dead one after the heat of the 
fray is over, even though the dexd one may have died 
by his hand. Soldiers are not statesmen, to decide 
the right and wrong of a quarrel ; their duty-is to their 
general and their flag. Human nature was exalted and 
adorned during our late war by many noble soldiers on 
both sides, and a true soldier cannot but drop a tear 
over all such who lost their lives in the quarrel; and I 
trust that the time is not far distant when our children, 
at our firesides, will read the thrilling and romantic 





ment. For Congress now to reverse its former action 

and disregard the fairly-presumed intelligent and im- 
partial action of the special tribunals that it has 
authorized to pass upon these matters, in favor of indi- 
viduals who have failed te secure such advancement 

is, in the view of the committee, most unwise. An 
‘examination of the various acis of Congress relating 
to this subject, and of the executive action under those 
statutes, is presented by the committee as strengtheniag 
the opinion that these various cases of complaint should 
be dismissed without further legislation, and they say 
in conclusion: It seems to the committee that, after so 
Many years of continued legislation and executive 
effort, this perplexed matter should be considered as 
finally settled and disposed of. Former investigations, 
,When facts were recent, and witnesses and proofs in 
existence and at hand, were far more likely to be fully 


story of the deeds of their ancestors without pausing 
to ask themselves, when they come to the story of a 
true knight, whether he wore the “blue or the gray.” 
It should be enough for them to know that he was an 
American citizen and a true soldier. 








AccorDING to a recent order from the French war 
department, all one year volunteers are to be enrolled 
and subject to the duties of the regulars. They are to 
be placed in companies, squadrons, and Latteries, to 
receive the usual rations, and must live in their res 

tive quarters. Their equipment is to be that prescribed 
by the regulations, and under no circumstances will 
they be allowed to wear anything but the clothing 





with which they are furnished by the military egeer 
depot. All the rules of discipline, without any modi- 
fication, will be applisable to them. 


ee 


THE NAVY: 
The Editor invites for this department of the Jounwat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. ° 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tue Brooklyn arrived at Havana March 13. 


Tue Shawmut, Capt. Howison, left Washington for 
Key West March 16. 


Tux Powhatan and monitor Canonicus sailed fro’ 
Savannah March 16, for Key West. . 


Tur Kansas is reported as having made the best 
—s at the target practice of the North Atlantic 
eet. 


From the best information that can be obtained on 
the point, the Wachusett will not return to the Medi- 
terranean, but will come north about the middle of 
April, and be put out of commission. 


Wirsnin the last three months about 600 mechanics 
and Jaborers have been discharged from the Washing- 
ton Navy-yard. One hundred and twenty-eight of 
them were discharged March 16. Some of those re- 
tained are working on one-third, one-fourth and two- 
thirds time. 


A SPECIAL despatch from Portsmouth, Va., March 13, 
says: Instructions were received here to-day, from 
Washiagtos, ordering a decrease in the force employed 
in the Navy-yard, as the unexpended balance of the 
appropriation for this year is very small. In compli- 
ance with the instructions, 443 men-were dismissed. 


LATELY some 300 men have been discharged from 
the Brooklyn Navy-yard, almost causing an entire sus- 
pension of work. It is rumored that in consequence 
of the failure of the House committee to concur in the 
Senate amendments to the Naval Appropriation bill, 
the yard would have to be closed entirely by the ist of 
April. Should this occur, it will happen for the first 
time in the history of the Brooklyn yard. 


THE available vessels of the Navy, with a few ex- 
ceptions only, seem to be now afloat and in commission. 
The chief exceptious are the Vandalia, Swatara, Ply- 
mouth and Mohican. The Plymouth and Swatara are 
nearest to completion for service, both of which are 
expected to be ready in May. The Vandalia will not 
be finished under eight or nine months, nor the Mohi- 
can under eighteen or twenty months. The dispersion 
of the fleet at Key West will, however, provide a suffi 
cient number of vessels to fill all the stations to their 
usual peace basis. 


OrpvERs for a partial dispersion of the fleet at Key 
West have been issued : 

Rear-Admiral A. L. Case is to transfer his flag from 
the Wabash to the Franklin, and return to the Euro- 
pean station. The Juniata, Alaska and Congress will 
also go to that station. A change of officers is to take 
place in the Congress, which may delay somewhat the 
departure of that vessel. The is to return to 
Boston. There is to be a transfer of crews be- 
tween the Wyoming and the Wachusett, and then the 
former vessel will go to the Washington Navy-yard. 
The Shenandoah is coming ‘to New York, and the 
Ticonderoga to Norfolk. The Lancaster goes back to 
the South Atlantic station. The execution of 
these orders will leave the following vessels 
for the present on the North Atlantic asta- 
tion: Colorado, Worcester, Canandaigua, Ossipee, Wa- 
chusett, Kansas, Brooklyn, Shawmut, Powhatan, Des- 
patch, Pinta, Fortune. Ma , Saugus, Mahopac 
Dictator, Ajax, Canonicus, Manhattan and Pawnee. 
Tue following is a list of the Secretaries of the Navy 
since the act of April 30, 1798, creating the Navy De- 
partment: | 

George Cabot, Mass., appointed May 3, 1798, de- 
clinei; Benjamin Stoddert, Md., Be gam 21, 1798; 
Robert Smith, Md., app. Jan. 26, 1802; Paul Hamilton, 
8. C., app. March 7, 1809; William Jones, Pa., app. 
Jan. 12, 1818; R. W. Crowningshield, Mass., app. Dec. 
19, 1814; Smith Thompson, N. Y., app. Nov. 30, 1818; 
Samuel L. Southard, N. J., app. Dec. 9, 1823; John 
Branch, N.C., app. March 7, 1829; Levi Woodbury, 
N. H., app. May 23, 1831; Mablon Dickerson, N. 7 
app. June 30, 1834; James K. Paulding, N. Y., app. 
July 1, 1838; Geo. E. Bauger, N. C., app. March 5, 
1841; Abel P. Upshur, Va., app. Sept. 18, 1841; David 
Henshaw, Mass., app. July 24, 1848; Thomas W. Gil- 
mer, Va., app. Feb, 15, 1844; John Y. Mason, Va., app. 
March 14, 1844; George Bancroft, Mass., app. March 
11, 1845; Jobn Y. Mason, Va., app. Sept. 10, 1846; W. 
B. Preston, Va., app. March 8, 1849; Wm. A. Graham, 
N. C., app. Aug. 1, 1850; John P. Kennedy, ud., app. 
July 26, 1852; James C. Dobbin, N. C., app. March 8, 
1858 ; Isaac Toucey, Conv., app. March 7, 1857; Gideon 
Welles, Conn., app. March 7, 1861; A. E. Borie, Pa., 
app. March 9, 1869; Geo. M. Robeson, N. J., app. June 
26, 1869. 

Tue N. Y. Commercial Advertiser says: It is _gene- 
rally understood that the recent review in the Bay of 
Florida demonstrated the weakness of our Navy, and 
the fact that it is far behind the times. When we con- 
sider the speed of four miles per hour, with which 
velocity the fleet was charged, and the fact that, even 
at this gait, sundry war vessels were hardly able to 
keep up to the line, it is not to be wondered at that our 
cruisers hunted the seain vain for rebel privateers, 
and vexed the waters of the Southern coast in idle 
quest of blockade 1unners. Commodore Parker, in 
whose Tactics the fleet was drilled, was quite disgusted 
with the whole thing. He says that when he entered 
the gervice, thirty years ago, he found everywhere that 
the American frigate was a little better than the 
frigates of any other nation, that the American sh 
of-war was a little better, and in his travels he found 
that, vessel for vessel, to the extent that we 
war vessels, the United States was in advance. For- 





eigners copied our mudels, and our style . 
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Now matters are changed. Other nations have ad- 
vanced, while we have stopped, if not actually retro- 
graded. The review shows also, that the combination 
-of steam and sails was not fortunate. Vessels were 
Joaded down with spars and rigging, sure to be in the 
way in time of action. The Navy of the future for 
this country will consist of torpedo boats, great bat- 
teries, and rams. At least, such is the hopeful view of 
our naval authorities, and, with these, some sort of 
’ competition may be had with the more imposing 
navies of the Old World. 

ReAR-ADMIRAL JOSEHN LANMAN, U. 8. Navy, died 
at. his residence in Norwich, Conn., March 13. He was 
ay, see years and eight months of age. He was born 
in Connecticut, July 11,1811, and appointed a mid- 
shipmap January 1, 1825, from that State, and lived in 
Norwich when on shore and relieved from duty. His 
first service at sea was on the frigate Macedonian, 
Brazil squadron, in 1827. He was twice attached to 
the West India squadron, once on the Peacock in 1830, 
and on the} Warren‘in 1840. He served on four difter- 
ent vessels at different times attached to the Pacific 
squadron as follows: On the Dolphin 1834-5, the Vin- 
cennes 1836, commanded the Saranac 1862, and the 
Lancaster 1863, and was also attached to the squadron 
in 1847-8. In 1848 Lieutenant Lanman was com- 
plimented by being made bearer of despatches from 
the commanding officer of the Pacific squadron, to the 
authorities at Washington. He was on ordnance duty 
during 1845-6, and special duty in 1849-51. In 1852-3 
he was attached to the San Jacinto of the Mediter- 
ranean squadron. In 1855-6 he was at the Washington 
Navy-yard, and in 1859-61 commanded the Michigan 
on the Lakes. He also commanded the Minnesota in 
1864-5, while attached to the North Atlantic Blockad- 
ing squadron; and commanded the Second Division of 
Porter’s squadron at the two attacks upon Fort Fisher, 
and performed his duty efficiently. In 1867-8, he was 
commandant of the Portsmouth, N. H., Navy-yard. 
From 1869 to 1872 he was in command of the South 
Atlantic squadron, and while on that duty made his 
last cruise, in May, 1872. His promotions occurred as 


ee midshipman on June 4, 1831 ; as lieutenant March | ,), 
1 


835; as commander September 14, 1855; as captain 
in. 1861; as commodore August 29, 1862—and was com- 
missioned rear-admiral én December 8, 1867. On July 
18, 1872, he was retired, having performed a total sea 


service of twenty-three years, five months; and thir- | M 


teen years and seven months of shore or other duty. 
Rear-Admiral Lanman was connected with the service 
forty-nine years and nearly two months. 

H. P. L. writes under date of Philadelphia, March 10: 
“In the brief history of the old frigate Constitution, 
which I had the honor to transmit to you, and which 
you were kind enough to -— a place in the columns 
of your Journal, I stated that this heroic old craft 
had been raised upon the sectional docks for the pur- 
pose of being transported to the building ways on 
shore. This herculean task (herculean surely when 
the weight to move amounted to 302,400 pounds), was 
sticcessfully and mechanically accomplished on the 5th 
inst. under the supervision of Naval Constructor Hartt, 


aided by his efficient assistant, Mr. Joseph Feaster. A | 4d 


great deal bas been written and said about this old 
relic of our primitive Navy; yet when we think of the 
heroic reminiscences clustering around her achieve— 
ments, and the place she held in the affections of the 

eneration now fast passing away (and which cannot 
. rebuilt like the old frigate), sufficient excuse is 
offered why everything connected with the old ship 
should be transmitted to the rising generation. After 
the ship was raised upon the sectional docks, it was 
necessary to still raise her six feet higher, so as to en- 
able ways to be left under her to take her on shore. 
This was done by sinking section by section, blocking 
up as the vessel raised. When high enough, heav 
launching ways were laid to the shore, and a staunc 
and ingeniously-contrived cradle was constructed, for 
the ship to restin. To this cradle heavy purchases 
were brought, two capstans used, worked by manual 
power; and in a few hours the old craft was safely and 
securely resting on shore, with still sufficient height 
left to give her an easy descent when completed, for 
transportation overboard again. This was a wise pro- 
vision on the part of the Constructor, and clearly de- 
monstrates the advantage of thorough professional 
knowledge and experience. The ship bas been found 
very much hoged, but this will all be remedied by 
leaving the centre blocks out, and letting her weight 
straighten her, and then the planking will retain her 
with the proper sheer.” 


NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 


Marcn 13.—Commander John C. Watson, as inspector of ord- 
nance at the Navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal., by the 25th April 











next. 
Marca 14.—Captain Oscar C. Badger, to command the receiy- 
ing ship Obio, at Boston, Mass. 
rancu 17.—Passed Assistant Paymaster A. J. Greely, to the 
Wachusett, at Key West, Fla., per steamer of 28th from New 


York. 

Midshipman Thomas S. Plunkett, to temporary ordnance duty 
at the Navy-yard, Washington, D. C. 

Passed Assistant pipmenes John F. Tarbell, to the Torpedo 
Station, Newport, R. I., on the ist of April next. 

Manon 18.—Passed Assistant Surgeon M. C. Drennan, to the 
receiving ship Potomac. 

DETACHED, 


Marca 13.—Captain Earl English, from the Navy-yard, Ports- 
mouth, N. H., on the 2th inst., and ordered to command the 
gages, at Key West, Fla., per steamer of 28th inst. from New 

or 


Commander John H. Russell, from duty as inspector of ord- 
nance at the Navy-yard, Mare Island, on the 25th of April next, 
and ordered to Washington City for examination for promotion. 

Master Wm. H. Everett, from the Congress, and ordered to the 


Wyoming. 

pitanen $e —-Ooptetn. Rey Young, wre the Sreent of 
e receiv Boston, Mass., on the 20th 

ordered tothe Amel y Portemouth, N. H., on the 2th inet k 


as executive. 
Lientenant Wells L. Field, from duty in the Burean of Naviga- 
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tion on the 20th inst., and ordered to the at Key West, 

Pin nn ht ganarera te Fein, ot Ke 

on Sag pm L. Wilson, from duty at the Navy-yard, 
nt 


Ww and placed on waiting orders. 
H. M. Martin, from the Colorado on the 5th 
inst., and on waiting orders. 
Passed tant Engineer E. M. Olson, from the Dictator on 
Manu Ibe Ceptabe 5 o. Rete hoe ‘the © d 
5 the Con; and or- 
dered to return home and arrival. wg 
Lieutenan der F. Picking, from the Torpedo 


eu enry 
Station, and ordered as executive of the Franklin. 
Lieutenants Albert 8. Snow and James D. J. Kelley, from the 
T 0 Station, and ordered to the Congress. 
eutenant E. 0. Pendleton, from the Navy-yerd, Washington, 
and ordered to the Caren. 
edical Inspector A. L. Gihon, from the Wabash, and ordered 


to the Franklin, and as fleet surgeon of the Euro Station. 
Medical Inspector F. M. Gunnell, from the Franklin, and or- 
dered to the Wabash. 


Assistant beew pony Wm. B. Davis, from the Saugus on the 5th 

inst, and placed on waiting orders. 

tor A. H. Gilman, from the Wabash, and ordered to 

,and as fleet paymaster of the European Station. 

Charles P. Thompson, from duty in the Bureau of 
ons and Clothing, and ordered to the Congress. 

Paymaster George Cochrand, from the Congress, and ordered 
to return home and report arrival. 
en ter ¥. C. Crosby, from the Franklin, and ordered to the 

a 

Chief Eagipeee Thom. Williamson, from the Navy-yard, Ports- 
— N.H., and pleced on waiting orders. 

Chief Engineer Wm. B. Brooks, from the Navy-yard, Norfolk, 
and omnes to the Franklin, and as fleet engineer of the Euro- 
pean on. 

Chief Engineer Wm. G. Buehler, from the Franklin, and or- 
dered to return home and report arrival. 

Marcu 17.—Master A. B. yers has reported his return home, 
ha’ been detaehed from the Kansas on the 28th ult., and has 
been placed on sick leave. 

Assistant Su James W. Buell, from the Wyoming, and 
ordered to the Wachusett. 

ssistant Surgeon Wm. 8. Dixon, from the Wachusett and or- 
dered to the Wyoming. 

Pa ter pbbower A. Frailey, from the Wachusett, and or- 
dered to return home and report arrival. 

Passed Assistant Pa _H. Read, from the Tor- 

o Station, Newport, R. I., on the ist April next, and ordered 
settle accounts, 

Lieutenant-Commander Robley D. Evans, from the Shenan- 
doah, and ordered to the Congress as executive 


er, from the Colorado, and 
ordered to the Congress. 
Lieutenant-Commander John McGowan, from the Wachusett, 
and ordered to the Juniata. 
“yi E. Longnecker, from the Colorado, and ordered to 
e 





Lieutenants J. G. Eaton, R. M. Berry, T. P. Gilmore, and U: 

Sebree, from the Dictator, and ordered to the Franklin. 

5 Master Karl Rohrer, from the Colorado, and ordered to the 
uniata, 

Ensign J. 8. Abbott, from the Franklin, and ordered to the 


0) . 
Midshipman Wm. H. Schulze, from the Franklin, and ordered 
to the Juniata. 

~~ "7 Gilbert Fowler, from the Alaska, and ordered to 
the Franklin 
ee 8. W. B. Diehl, from the Wabash, and ordered to 


the Alas 
Midshipman T. B. Howard, from the Wabash, and ordered to 
the Juniata. 

Boatswain A. M. Pomeroy, from the Wabash, and ordered to 
the Franklin. 

Marcu 18.—Captain Edward Simpson, from command of 
the Franklin, and ordered to command the Wabash. 

Captain Samuel R. Franklin, from command of the Wabash, 
and ordered to command the in. 

Lieutenant-Commander Wm. T. Sampson, from the Congress, 
and ordered to return home and report arrival. 

Lieutenant-Commander H. B. ibeson from the Dictator 
and ordered to return home and report arrival. 3 
Lieutenant-Commander B. F. Day, from the Congress, and or- 
ered as executive of the Shenandoah. 
Lieutenants Edward P. Wood, Henry C. Hunter, and Sailmaker 

. Warren, from the Congress, and ordered to the Colorado. 

Lieutenant Henry W. Lyon, and Acting Assistant Surgeon Wm. 
Houston, from, the oe to the Colorado. 


4 nmson, from the Franklin, 
and ordered to the Dictator as executive. 
Lieutenants J. H. Dayton and W. H. Parker, from the Frank- 
and ordered to the Dictator. : 
asters Alex. McCrackin and W. 8. Holliday, from the 
Franklin, and ordered to the Mahopac. 
Ensign D. H. Mahan, from the Congress, and ordered to the 
Shenandoah. 
Ensign Whitmul P. Ray, from the Colorado, and ordered to 
the Mayflower. 
Midshipman John C. Fremont, Jr., from the Wabash, and 
granted leave of absence for one year. 
Assistant Surgeon Geo. E..H. Harmon, from the Naval Acad- 
emy, and ordered to the Franklin. 
Passed Assistant Engineer C. R. Roelker, from the Shenandoah, 
and ordered to the Fran 
Passed Assistant Engineer C. J. Habighorst, from the Frank- 
lin, and ordered to the Shenandoah. 
Assistant Engineer Julius 8. Ogden, from the Wabash, and or- 
dered to the . 
Assistant Engineer W. B. Bagley, from the Lancaster, and or- 
dered to the Powhatan. 
Boatswain John McCaffery, and Sailmaker R. L. Tatem, from 
the Franklin, and ordered to the Congress. 
Boatswain John Hall, Gunner Wm. T. Devian, and Carpenter 
Henry Davis, from the Congress, and ordered to the Wabash. 
Gunner Wm. Carter, and Carpenter J. E. Cox, from the Wabash, 
and ordered to the oe eg 
Sailmaker J. C. ord, from the Colorado, and ordered to 
the Franklin. 


and order 





BESIGNED. 


Cadet, Midshipmen A. C. McClennan, J. F. Le Brou, A. H. 
Jayne, and C. R. Crenshaw. : 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Granted to Cadet Midshipman B. C. Dent until the 6th June 
next on account of sickness. 


LIST OF DEATHS 
in the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending March 14, 1874: 
Edwar¢ Cleveland, master-at-arms, March 7, Naval Hospital, 


City. 
Finn Campbell, beneficiary, March 6, Naval Hospital, Phil- 
adelphia. 
Wm. Lawrence, seaman, March 5, Naval Hospital New York. 
—_ Wm. Neat, landsman, March 8, Naval Hospital, New 
ork. 


THE ONEIDA MONUMENT AT YOKOHAMA 


Tue St. Louis Repubdlican of February 26, publishes 
the following extract from a private letter from Yoko- 
hama, which gives an interesting description of the 
grave and monument of the gallant officers and men 
of the U. 8. steamer Oneida, who perished when their 
vessel sank in Yokohama Bay, Japan, four years since, 
after a collision with the P. O. steamer Bombay : 

“ Yoxonama, Dec. 10, 1873. 

“ Dear N——-:.... I want to tell you that we have 

visited, not once, but many times, that ‘spot of this 











foreign soil made sacred to you by the noble death of 
your brother. We have talked with naval officers who 
were in Yokohama at that fatal time, and gathered all 
the information that lay in their power to give. It 
differs in no essential particular from what you already 
know; but seeing the place where the collision 
occurred, its hearness to the sbore, and realizing the 
circumstances more vividly from the sight, it is indeed 
incredible to me that the Bombay could have failed to 
hear the Oneida’s guns—marvellous that she should 
have left these brave men to perish, when it seems that 
all, or nearly all, might have been saved. The gentle- 
men with whom we have spoken tell of it with the 
hushed breath and simple language which strong feel- 
ing always gives. 

. . - The place where the monument stands is lovely. 
The city of the dead in Yokohama is on a hillside, 
beautifully sloping down to the level ground. The 
prospect it affords is unsurpassable in its perfection of 
quiet loveliness, though destitute of the element of 

randeur. Distant hills, whose outlines are soft and 

owing, whose voice is peace ; nearer, the blue waters 
of the bay alive with multitudes of small boats, whose 
sails transform them into great white birds upon the 
wing; and just beneath the roofs of the foreign town 
through which winds a silvery canal. The sleeping 
dead rest near enough their living friends to have no 
sense of loneliness; far enough away for peace to be 
unbroken. : : 

“The monument is of a species of granite und built 
in the shape of a pyramid. The height is about fifteen 
feet, and the inclination of the four faces at an angle 
of perhaps fifteen degrees. The front face contains 
this inscription : 


“*Tn Memory of 
The Officers and Men Who Went Down 
In the U. S. 8S. “ Oneida,” Jan. 24, 1870; 
When that Vessel, Homeward Bound, 
Was Sunk by the P. and O. Steamer 
“ Bombay,” off Yokohama, Japan,’ 


“ Underneath is a bas-relief representing the sinking 
of the Oneida and the Bombay sailing away. On the 
base is the following : 

“*Erected by the Officers and Men of the United 
States Asiatic Squadron.’ 

“On the second face are the names of Commander 
Williams and Lieut.-Commanders Stewart and Muldaur, 
with one-third of the petty officers, seamen and 
marines. The other two faces coniain the names of 
the remainder of the crew. The monument stands in 
the centre of a square lot, which is surrounded by a 
hedge of delicate, dainty-looking evergréen. On one 
side are the three graves, each with its head and foot- 
stone, Commander Williams in the middle. Tnegraves 
are covered with grass, and the lot is carefully kept. 
Everywhere beautiful trees and shrubs are growing, 
but none within the enclosure, which is almost filled by 
the monument and the mounds. Could you see the 
ee you would lose the feeling that your brother is 
ying alone in a foreign lanc ; you would think, rather, 
that a hero rested where many delighted to pay him 
honor, and where earth and sky smiled more kindly 
upon him than in our less genial clime.” 








“THE NAVAL CADET” SOOTHES “THE OLD 
MIDSHIPMAN.” 


My own Dear Jerry: J am deeply grieved that 
any “ inconsistencies” of mine should have so stirred 
—_ bile as to produce in a week or so, “ from Callao 

und to Sydney,” a letter from Key West! 

Pray, my dear boy, remember that Key West is in 
Yellow Jack’s dominions, and the only way to keep 
your health—outlive your messmates and thus, in time, 
become a rear—I beg your pardon, a Rare Admiral, is 
to keep your head cool, your temper down and your 
bowels open. This, aided by the shrill voice and 
capacious stomach, which I know you possess, will 
ultimately make you a genuine ornament of your class. 
This is, in substance, the advice of our old doctor—for 
being still in the infirmary, I thought it no harm to 
show him your letter and get his opinion; for indeed 
you seemed to be in a very queer way. To my great 
chagrin he has not yet returned vour epistle, and I fear 
now will make it public, for he remarked that “ pre- 
suming the aims of all true sailors to be high-minded, 
loyal and honorable, a young naval officer who could 
sling the ‘sea vernacular’ in the style and fashion you 
do, must be a sort of curiosity to be carefully preserved 
and handed down to posterity as a relic of the anoma- 
lous times in which we live.” 

He said your epistle reminded him of those odd 
characters in Dibdin’s sea songs, “ glorious sailors with 
Poll and Bet,” brewing purl by the snug fire of the 
sanded parlor of the tavern; but alas! wanting when 
called to “ the lee-earing on a dark squally night” in 
the chops of the channel. 

“Pinchbeck and Brummagem do not make true 
plate,” he said, “and original matter of much better 
quality can be found in Donn Piatt’s Capital or the New 
York Sun.” 

I couldn’t see the point exactly; but I dare say he 
meant something disagreeable. But then he is an old- 
fashioned cuss. 

By the bye, he did say, you were“ all abroad” in your 
ee if you meant by “Sidney”—the late Rev. 

poner Smith—for it wasn’t the clerical wit at all, but 
Dr. Pangloss in “The Heir at Law” who said, 
“ Don’t PP 

Ah, Jerry ! I fear you take things in the 'Capital too 
much on trust, and that in your quotations as in your 
French, you are sadly superficial and second-hand, and 
though you “fave heard Owens” you seem to have 
forgotten him in his most celehrated role, in which 
excuse me) you just ever so little resemble him, “ Dr. 

angloss, sir, LL.D. and’A.8.8.,a-hem!” — 

These are truly the days of rapid transit, but your 
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transit from Callao to Key West with reply to my letter 
in less than ten days, is one of the most remarkable 
——facts in your epistle. Now,Jerry. “Don’t!” 

Don’t try to play off such games on your old chum! 
Remember George Washington and his little hatchet! 

For sooth to say (and it will account for any seem- 
ing “ inconsistencies” of mine) the startling suspicion 
came over me that the first letter was a hoax, not 
written at all by “my” Jerry, my own dear Mentor, my 
Jerry-my-Diddler, but by some fellow in Washington 
—some infernal 69er or his friend interested in the 
welfare of House bill No. 1971, which the real Jerry 
will, of course, be delighted to know was killed—" dead 
as Julius Cesar,” on the 23d ult. Ah, yes, we did it, 
certainly we did—dil’nt we? Jessso/ But the tone 
of your reply was like balm to my soul, it was-so like 
the real old Simon Pure Jerry, nathless “‘ the bile.” 

It had no post-mark (not even Washington) ’tis true, 
but all the “ear marks” were there, can I am so glad 
to hear that my old chum has, at last, learned that “the 
noble army of bummers and bilgers” to which we both 
belong is not limited in its membership to graduates of 
the Naval Academy, but bas (and has had in all time) 
a very respectable “ following” in every branch, corps, 
and grade of our jolly old service! Ha, ha! 
= Nullam tempus praescribit bummerac. There Jerry 
is something for you to exercise your wit upon, not 
like your stale old “ cacoethes scribendi,” taken, I dare 
say, from an odd volume of “ Isherwood’s Precedents.” 

And so the ships run into each other, do they? 
What a jolly set of “ deck officers” (graduates all) you 
must have down there! Noend of fun,eh? Some 
trifling profanity too, I dare say—not of course from 
“the graduates,” they never swear, drink, play cards, 
contract debts, or swindle tradesmen on foreign stations ; 
they are much too Christian and high-minded for that! 
Reserved for the “ old cocks,” eh? and gone out with 
the days of “ ten paccs.” 

Ah, my boy, I am sorry for you! 

Tis not reserved alone for you and me, to “ spring” 
a fore topsail yard or two because we don’t know 
enough to look at the lee leech when the watch is on 
the halliards—there are plenty of the old school (for 
example, the men from whom you and D. F. will get 
good letters), who rather pride themselves on being 
“with us though not of us,” and these glorious old 
bummers are our friends after all—don’t yousee? We 
mustn’t quarrel with them, for they can “ bum” and 
bootlick even better than you can. 

That ass Bill Sterling says, they are “ Uncle Sam’s 
frauds,” and that the country will never have the right 
sort of a Navy until such fellows are incontinently 
kicked out of it. Bosh! We know better. 

For if D. F. did find the time of high water with a 
pole, there have been older heads than his some —— 
“decades” since, who did things equally good. For 
example, that intelligent officer who, finding that 
certain guns were too long for the narrow beam ship in 
which they were mounted, sapiently sawed off a little 
of the sai guns until he got them down.to “ the right 
thing.’ 

Si les canons etaient trop étendue, tant pis pour les 
canons! as you would say. 

So the “ old cocks” at Key West get the young ones 
to teach them Naval tactics, do they ? 

3 Then hew these newspapers (as Ben Butler says) 
do lie !” 

Why we innocently supposed that it was a certain 
“ flint-locked, brass-mounted” old commodore who was 
teaching you young fellows all that stuff, and that the 
main difficulty was not to get the evolutions properly 
performed by our crab-like old craft, which on the 
whole, (if we may credit the newspapers), was pretty 
fairly done, considering the motley character of the 
fleet, and that these same “ old cocks” had never before 
been drilled in Parker’s Tactics; but, and here is the 
rub—to get the signal midshipmen, ensigns and mas- 
ters, (graduates all), to read and answer the signals 
quickly and correctly. 

I told Bill Sterling what you said about “ the men 
from the school having to straighten out the fleet, etc., 
etc.,” and he replied that your intended compliment 
was a deuced left-handed one for “the school;” for, 
allowing it to be true, there must be a precious lot of 
D. F.’s down there, and he could hardly believe it even 
of “such ;” that they should make so lame a show 
after being drilled at the Naval Academy (N. B. By 
graduates of the Academy), three times a week for 
four long years in these very tactics! 

But he said it wasn’t true, (only he used a stronger 
term, Jerry), because his father, Commodore Sterling, 
(old Farragut’s right-hand man), had written to him to 
say that the main trouble in Florida Bay was not in 
getting the evolutions correctly performed by the “ old 
cocks,” but in finding young signal officers with brains 
enough to learn their practical duties and obey orders 
correctly, and deck officers with professional know- 
ledge, and “ vim” enough to at least properly direct 
the man at the wheel and the lookout at the engine 
room bell. In short, he flatly said, that the best of the 
regular officers were disgusted at the apathy and lack 
of knowledge manifested by some of the junior officers 
of the fleet, and that about the only really good seamen 
were some ex-volunteers cheated out of their rank, to 
benefit some imbecile fledglings from the Academy ! 

Now, isn’t he a jolly old ass,eh? We know all about 
“ that volunteer rot,’ don’t we ? 

You are quite right, however, when, in speaking of 
D. F. and ourselves, you assert that “ Uncle Sam” has 
much the worse, (not worst, Jerry), end of the bargain. 

But mercy on us! Mr. Dana’s New York Sun or Mr. 
Donn Piatt’s Capital, whose style you love to imitate, 
can give you sixty on that tack and then beat you 
hollow. 

. an are not right, Jerry, when you intimate that 
in Civil life you and I and “ the noble army” would at 
least get the pay of “third-class counter-jumpers.” 
Ah, no Jerry—iet no madness possess you to tell “our 
member” that—at least not until these economical days 


are over, when, (suffering under “ back pay on the} dis 
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brain,”) the real interests of the Navy, (not-to-say-the 
country), are shirked, hacked at, or ignored, to_ayaid 
impairing “the vested interests,” (as those blarsted 
Bulls say), of “ our noble army.” 

No,,my boy, cautiously refrain from telling that to 
the Honorable Doolittle Cheat’em, or he may (in his 
fright about his own interests) go “ very much back” on 


you, 

Alas! Jerry, what an evil day that would be! I fear 
you and I and “the noble Army” would have no 
r¢source but to pull back on “ our vested interests” in 
some soup-kitechen! Therefore, my dear boy, cultivate 
an even temper, and study the works of Ward, 
Dahlgren, Parker, Jeffers, Simpson, anda few dozen 
more of the old “ brass-mounted pre-academy fellows,” 
and you will not have to ask questions about “ time 
fuzes” of any stupid lieutenant-commander, - even 
though like yourself; he may have graduated (on an 
average of 2.5) at the “ Naval Academy.” Moreover, 
you will discover that your proportion is wrong, and 
that-the cost of-a Naval cadet’s education does not vary 
as the length of “ Rascality Row,” but in a direct ratio 
to the number of members of “the noble army” 
annually graduated. 

Ah, old fellow, I know how you fcame to make that 
mistake, you have been reading those “ Precedents’ 
and have come across Mr, Isherwood’s rule for finding 
the-speed of our noble Naval vessels. 

As the number of tons of coal required per week is 
to the number of smoke stacks, so is the length of each 
stack to the speed of the ship per hour (in feet)! Ah, 
Jerry, none of your high science with us. 

Finally, my boy, I beg of you not to make such 
assertions as you have done about that board of 1870, 
for don’t you see, old fellow, we can’t prove them—it 
being “of record” that the board held examinations 
both oraland written and devoted seven hours a day 
for five mortal weeks, to rendering exact justice, (as far 
as poor human infirmity would allow), to the dreary 
vaporings of D. F. and his comrades—ending by incon- 
tinently bilging “ the lot,” and a d——d bad lot it was 
teo, said Bill Sterling, who remarked that D. F. and 
his ilk did not bilge for want of good letters, (some of 
them had as good letters as you have, Jerry), but 
because it was perfectly apparent to the board that 
none of that crowd should ever have been graduated 
at all, and thus allowed to disgrace the school. 

Bill says D. F.’s complaint at the time was that the 
board had him up twenty-eight hours, and that the 
audacity of the measure exceeded anything before 
known in the annals of the Academy. ButI dare say 
D. F. “ embroidered.” 

Bill also says (I can’t shake the fellow off), that it 
must have been “an old bummer” who gave you 
fellows copies of those questions—and;that your logic 
is very bad; for if what you say be true, and the ex- 
amination so very easy as you represent it, then the 
more shame that twenty-one out of forty graduates 
“ bilged” on such an examination, and only by some 
occult but malign influence warping arownd “ the law,” 
got a “re-hearing” six weeks after, through the charity 
of the Navy Department. 

Thanks, dear Jerry, for your advice. ’Tis good of 
you to proffer it, and in return I would say, “It is not 
so much Nick Eottom’s wearing the head of an ass, 
which compels our laughter as the fact that he, himself, 
is utterly unconscious of appearing ridiculous.” 

Before you come down here for your “ Final,” read 
Proverbs xviii. verses 6 and 7, and profit by the wis- 
dom of Solomon, if you cannot by that of your old 
chum. 

Adieu, dear boy, “be virtuous and you will be 
happy,” and above all, before you undertake to write 
again (if you do write again), read that charming 
little essay I have once before alluded to—to wit, the 
story of one George Washington and his little hatchet! 
Admiringly but questioningly yours, JACK. 

“ NavAL InFrrMary,” ANNAPOLIS, Mp., March 17. 
P. 8.—In reference to “ vulgarity,” I consulted Prof. 
Tombstone, and he says though we have Dean Swift’s 
works and Webster’s unabridged, neither of them give 
so just a definition of the word as your two letters, aud 
therefore it would be advisable to have copies filed, as 
they would be interesting to “ our debating society,” 
which meets soon. 
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INSTANCES OF GALLANTRY: DANGERS OF 
NAVIGATION. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Srr: Several instances of gallant conduct on the 

art of officers and men belonging to vessels of the 

nited States, have been brought to the notice of the 
Humane Society of Massachusetts, and complimentary 
letters and testimonials have been. awarded to these 
brave men, Quite recently among them the following 
may be named. On the 5th of last October, in the 
harbor of Barcelona, Patrick Sullivan, a quartermaster, 
went overboard and sustained ashipmate named West- 
phail, who had been precipitated into the water by the 
falling of one end of the boat. . 

On the 10th of November, Midshipman Lucien 
Young jumped overboard from the Alaska when un- 
der way on the passage from Barcelona to Tarragona, 
and rescued James Anderson, who had fallen from 
aloft in assisting at some drill with spars, and in fall- 
ing bad met with serious injury. This case recalls to 
my mind that of Commander Dyer, who some years 
ago when at sea under Rear-Admiral W. R. Taylor, 
~ jumped over and rescued a man who fell, and was 
injured in falling, from the main top-sail yard. 

In Young’s case, he ‘was on the poop noting the time 
of the manceuvre, and in Dyer’s case he was taking a 
sight for latitude or time—in each case their humane im- 
puise caused them to Ma Seat their instruments and go 
over. Inthe case of Dyer the highest testimonial of 
the society, a silver medal, was awarded, and in the 
case of Young a framed certificate. The cause of the 











| charter only Certificates can _be ven when the rescué’« 
takes place out e = 
out of the State. Another case occurred at Ni 
not long aaowend another,in the 
record of which is not heforeme. = oe 

At the last meeting of the eens, ot the 6th inst., a 
letter was read from Admiral la Ronciere le Noury, 
President of the “Societé Centrale de Sauvetaze des 
Naufragés,” Paris, invoking an interchange of opinions 
between our societies to the end that something should: 
be done to lessen the dangers of navigation. Tie 





a 


letter, after due acknowledgment by the 

our organization, was ref to the Standin 

mittee to be put into type, and circulated “ where it, 
would do the most .” T beg leave to hand you a 
copy. I hope it will be thought of sufficient import- 
ance to be published in your JouRNAL. 

Of course, much might be said in illustration of the. 
utility of sometimes going ag? Me rule, and the - 
case of the Loch Harn and the du Havre might 
afford a practical illustration; but as we have never 
seen the full evidence taken by both sides, we refrain 
from making any further comments than to say: 
If each saw the other’s red light tt is not diffioult to fla 
blame where it belongs. 

I am, very faithfully, your — 


B. Forses. 
Mitton, Mass., March 9, 1874., 


—-— 


To Vice Apurrat BARon DE LA RONCrERE LB Novry, 
PRESIDENT DE LA SocrsTEe DE SAUVETAGE DES NAUFRAGES, 
The undersigned having been delegated by the Humane 

Society of Massachusetts, to respond to the invitation of the’ 

Society General de Sauvetage des Naufrages, as contained in the 

communication of their President, under date? F. ; 

beg leave to offer such suggestions and 
said communication as may appear to bein accordance 
sentiment of a general humanity. 

While the laws of the road in r to carrying 

ing whistles, exhibiting flash lights and firing 

nearly right and well comprehended by all 

they are susceptible of improvement, and we think 

om ect worthy of deliberate discussion by a convention of mari- 

e powers. 

Whatever may be the rule of the road as to meeting of vessels 
at sea and near to the shore, in rivers, etc., there must be 
where a deviation from the rule will prevent or lessen the 
of disaster. We mention this by way of illustrating the value 
a quick eye and an instantaneous decision by the m act 
in change, Sometimes, going in opposition to the rule, may be 
the right thing to do. 

The undersigned think there ought to be a t system of 

flash light, or a whistle indicating which way the helm is 

put, and this signal should be so managed that the officer giving 

the order can instantly make the signal also. Some 

has arisen with experts as to the propriety of sto 

engine at once in certain cases. Some contend that to 

steam suddenly may) be dangerous to the machinery. C) 

contend that to do it, seriously impairs the effect of the rudder. 

Our impression is that so long as re is a prospect of cl 

an approaching vessel the speed should-be kept-ap, but-when 

prospect seems imminent that a collision ensue the 

must be shut off and the engine reversed as soon as 

without regard to possible to the. machinery, The 

should be kept constantly in mind that propellers na obey 

the helm one way quicker than the other, and that backing the 
fact is reversed. 

We think that a lookout from aloft, when fog or mist prevelia, : 

would sometimes enable a wakeful eye to discern a t when i 

could not be seen from the deck or bri We it 

that-the officer in charge should, control the helm | whistle. 
the engine, and the flash light, and that the signals be so arr: 

that he can instantly control either. An officer sho 

leave his post to his superior, No matter how handy the 

captain may be, he may be startled out of a sound 61 

momentarily unfitted to take in the situation at a glance. [f 

officer of the deck is at all fit for his place he is more do 

the right thing than a superior power just out of @ sound . 

ong the many suggestions by e to prev F 

lessen the dangers of the sea, none deserve eneire i- 


deration of controllin: wers more onganizing a 
oing to am toa the great maritime 7 pte 
mo 
ie. 
Bteaners 
Und 


t 


that 
system of 
the Atlantic, by different routes. On this saber 
argument can be advanced than is contained in t 
herewith, entitled ‘Letter concerning Lanes for 
crossing the Atlantic,” published by the Board of 

= New rom 1, and recently issued again by the Ui 8 

ureau of Navigation. 

The writer takes especial pleasure in calling attention to this 
subjéct, inasmuch as heis alluded'to on page anon the 
who originally su ted the idea to x ether the 
ariginates with iim or not, oe a a he hes Fa is 
cated it, an 8 seen, W eat pleasure, 

Steamers have ado ane, and fhus added.another link to, their 
iwe repens, emphatically, ae one t - , after peeve 

ships, competent seamen, an good re, tions 

agement, ean, tend so directly to the safety of the public ag 

adopt the route alluded to. 

In sounding the whistle in thick weather, the ship bound Bast, 
by general consent, should indicate that fact; and the reverse, 
as well as indicate the way the helm is ordered when she eces a 
vessel and is to, try to ayoid her. 

More — ~ A ae sé oe Se” _ = in pane 
st on oO eads in iron vessels. e undersigned 
sicnciion. figuld be doublé; with an “intervening epace of from 
six to twelve inches, capable of being flooded from the sea to the 
water line, and of being filled by pumps from the deck. A system 
of this kind, if well carried out, would.add to te strength of the 
ship and lessen the chances of losses LE Ve ey urge 
on all steamship companies to provide méans for sw Z 
anes veal on heaed, by adding, raparal pontogns, 4 rath of see 
size to the usual equipment of boats, th 

font share ould vo 
a 


and to 
and every door so contrived as to be useful in 
recommend that in ships with close bulwarks ] 
complete system of buoyant contrivances placed between the 
rail and the deck, and that every ship with # house on 
oe ery = — top thereof contrived so as, to be av e 
or a raft at short notice. 

After providing all these means it will be important to fami- 
liarize all hands with their modus operandi, so that: we the 
—_ — orehy ent belonging an the a ‘ take 5p wy a 
and w or an : oor, Or _ Teady sectl - 
wark in time to assist, the ine rfenced a'of 
looking out solely, as usual, for own 


eir sotzerts 

3 Much confidence owen be latnead 2 anosg’ Vajsctere by ood and 

t anil as reparations, for I ‘ 

fire. The imits of this emanioa lon will not nf mintte 

detail as to all these means for in in Comnhensn, DASE 

not close it without a word on the subject of providing means 

for communicating between vessels, when_ disabled in part by 

collisions, and perhaps one or the other gradually sinking. | 
piece eee a a 

threwin, 8, er * e ** fu e 

piece of or ce Mar to all whe kno 

* Society de Sa d 


uvetage des ae yay an there 

should be Oarte’s Life-buoys and hand lines i e 
rail in iderable n pe rt —_ = A - 
er steamer should have his l con eae 








rill, etc., etc., and as-soon as @ “Ship gets to 
hould quietly inform himself.as to the capacity. 
to he useful in case of need and actail them for i 


We are, very faithfally your S¢ ot DAs 
R. B, Forses,) g 
Zits Davi ta ce 





tinction in the swards lies in the fact that under the’ 


Boston, March6, 1874. ~ 








HOe 


TA YA 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


Maron 21, 1674 








Ww. 0. LINTHICUM, 174 Firrs Avercz, N. Y.| The Office of the ARMY AND 
MERCHANT TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. NAVY JOURNAL will be removed 


From the Army and Navy Journa lof Jan. 31, 1874. 
one’s business or profession is not 


i 
cls 
i 
i 


1 
I 
g 





“PORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
Academy of the Visitation, 
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"TURKISH BATHS, 81 & 83 Cotums1a HErcHTs, 
BROOKLYN, N. Y., 
Three Minutes’ Walk from Fulton Ferry. 
§” Separate Department for Ladies. 
Open from 9 A. M. to 9 P.M. 
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restorative. accommodations for those desiring 
rooms and board in the Institution. 


CHAS. H. SHEPARD, M.D. 
(™ Send for Illustrated Circular. 


w* CONARD, (late Chief of Paymaster’s Division, 
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Accountant and Claim Agent. 
NAVAL CLAIMS A SPECIALTY. 
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Office, 1427 F Street, Washington, D. C. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

W. R., Portsmouth, Va.—The H. R. bill No. 2,002, published in 
the Journnat of March 7, has no reference to the Navy. 

A Reaper.—The ‘Army Register” is not generally for sale 
by booksellers. D. Van Nostrand and Co., 23 Murray street, 
New York, sometimes have copies for sale. 

F. G. R.—It is unfortunate that you are compelled to suffer for 
the errors of others. You were at fault, however, in not looking 
at your discharge paper more closely. The Seventeenth and 
Kighteenth regiments National Guard, long since disbanded, 
were attached tothe Seventh brigade, Second division, Brook- 
lyn, now commanded by General Jas. Ryder, southeast West- 

_ chester county, and forming a portion of the Fifth division. The 
address of Colonel Jas. H. Hyatt, who SS eae 
teenth at the time of the disbandment, was Peekskill, N. Y. 
General Ryder may have the records of the regiment. 





In letters addressed to the General of the Army and 
Admiral of the Navy, invitations were extended to the 
officers of the Army, Navy, and Marine by the 
Committee of Arrangements to attend the of 
the Hon. Charles Sumner, from the Senate Chamber, 
March 18, 1874. 


uiltary Order oft were the Layel Legion 











on the Ist of May to No. 23 Murray 
St., in the same building with Mr. 
D. Van Nostrand, the military pub- 


- lisher. 
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Navy that has been brought about by IsHERWoop. 
The engines of every vessel built during the eight 
years of his reign came under his jurisdiction, and his 
tpse dizit,in spite of every remonstrance, decided the 
governing proportions. These absurd pruportions intro- 
duced such defects into the vessels themselves as to make 
them inferior in points in which a war vessel should be 
efficient. A war vessel is to be looked upon as a whole» 
and defects in one part are sure toinvolve the efficiency 
of the entire structure in speed, in battery power, 
in habitability or sailing capacity. Naval officers, and 
those who have given attention to naval matters, have 
long understood the condition of our so-called wooden 
Navy, but it was not until the late grand naval review 
in the Gulf of Florida gave wide publicity to the true 
state of the case that the country at large appreciated 
what a heterogeneous collection of naval trash could be 
dignified by the name of a “ fleet.” What Fleet Engi- 
neer Rosie said to a New York Herald reporter clearly 
states the case : 


CornRESPONDENT—I desire to obtain your views respecting the 

pw taper both in naval architecture and in machinery, 

hich are required to place our war vessels on a par with those 
of other nations in order to prepare our country for the naval 
warfare of the future. What is the first great requisite ? 

Fleet Engineer Rosre—Speed. It became evident, soon after 
the beginning of these exercises in the Gulf of Florida, that the 
maximum rate of speed attainable by the vessels of our Navy 
now here, acting together, was even less than six knots per hour. 
It is probable tvat, under favorable circumstances, two or more 
of the vessels might have been driven up to ten knots; but for 
the t majority six knots was the maximum steaming capacity 
against 8 moderate head wind and over a smooth sea. 

CoRRESPONDENT—How does this rate of speed compare with 
that of the vessels of other navies ? 

Fieet Engineer Rosie- It is a mortifying truth that, acting in 
concert, these vessels of our Navy would not be capable of mak- 
ing one-half the speed under steam which is regarded as abso- 
lutely necessary for the war vessels of every other nation. Such 
a grave and startling defect is enough to condemn them at once 
for naval purposes. 

Cc ONDENT—How is this incapacity most apparent ? 
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A PREDICTION VERIFIED. 


At the time this journal came into existence there was 
presiding over the Steam Engineering Bureau of the 
Navy, Mr. B. F. IsHzrwoop, an ingenious person who 
by one means or another had acquired great power 
and influence in the Department. He had in fact un- 
dertaken to design the vast quantity of steam ma- 
chinery required for the enormuus tonnage about to be 
constructed for the Navy, and that after a theory to 
which the best engineering knowledge and experience 
of this country and Europe were decidedly opposed, 
Practical men knew him to be a visionary theorist 
whose head had been turned by certain trials at Erie" 
Pa., respecting the expansive use of steam. He claimed 
that these experiments had proved expansive working 
to be a delusion, and proceeded to construct the en- 
gines of a vast fleet accordingly. This folly pre- 
vailed in the steam department of the Navy for eight 
years, and indeed only came to an end on the inaugura- 
tion of General GRANT, and then not until it had 
caused the waste of millions and inflicted almost irre- 
parable damage. With the incoming of a new admin- 
istration the steam department changed front and be- 
came the earnest advocate of the compound engine, 
which is as farfrom the principles upon which the 

new Navy had been engineered as black is from white, 

We had knowledge respecting Mr. IsHz=Rwoop’s his 
tory since he entered the naval service, and were con- 
vinced both from his known incompetency as a con- 
structing engineer and lack of understanding of princi- 
ples, as shown by his writings, not to mention other 
and more serious reasons, that he was entirely unfit for 
his position. Yet even after a board consisting of nine 
of the most prominent marine engine builders of the 
country, appointed by the Secretary of the Navy, had 
in 1862 pronounced against his practice, and the var. 
ious patented inventions he was introducing into the 
new Navy, this man was continued in power and al. 
lowed the opportunity he wished. Though we always 
believed and do believe in the singleness of purpose, 
energy, and high appreciation of the responsibilities 
of their position which characterized Secretary 
WELLES and Assistant Secretary Fox during the trying 
period of the war, yet we cannot forget this fact, 
nor indeed soon will the Navy. 

It is unnecessary to tell the readess of the JouRNAL 
that we did all in our power to check the career of this 
engineering Don Quixote. The name of IsHzRwoop 
has surely been beaten into their memories. But we 
did not succeed until he had nearly ruined-the steam 
Navy. It is estimated that the machinery IsHzRwoop 
ccntrived for the Navy contains sorne 13,000 tons more 
weight than is necessary to produce equal results with 
the plans of ordinary marine engine builders all over 
the world. As, at the time it was built, this cost at 
least $600 per ton, it is evident that no less a sum than 
$7,800,000 was worse than thrown away: But the fact 
of paying some seven or eight million for some thir- 
teen or fourteen thousand tons of usel 88 iiaterial gives 
to the “ otitsider” but a faint idea of \Wie injury to the 
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Fleet Engineer Rosie—Principally in the fact that they can 
neither overtake an inferior nor escape from a superior enemy in 
case of necessity. The condition of the great majority of our 
wooden vessels fitted with this auxiliary steam power, when 
op to the swift war steamers of modern times, is very little 
better than that of the Congress and Cumberland when attacked 
by the ram Merrimac in Hampton Roads. 


The country might, with reason, fee! more alarmed 
at this exhibition, were it not for the fact—so great 
has been the march of naval science—that such 
vessels, even if they had ordinary speed, are intrinsi- 
cally of no value for defensive purposes; they cannot 
defend our harbors ; their function in war times would 
be to act against the enemy a la Alabama, for which, 
unfortunately, they are unfitted by reason of lack of 
speed. As for our harbors, they can be defended by 
submarine weapons agaiast the navies of the world. 
Tbis means of defence, to say nothing of its salutary 
influence as a peacemaker, is more economical than the 
the old methods of sea coast defence. 

There are many things connected with construction 
which are now going on in the Navy, which we cannot 
believe meet the approval of practical naval men; 
accordingly, we propose from time to time, to endeavor 
by careful criticism, to throw some light on these mat- 
ters, and if possible, to prevent the service from being 
the victim of such schemes and bluaders as have 
already seriously impaired its efficiency. 








THE bronze equestrian stutue of General Scort, by 
H. K. Brown, lately set up on Massachusetts avenue, 
in Washington, is admired generally, all authorities 
uniting in its commendation. The statue is about 
seventeen feet high from the plinth, and is placed on a 
granite pedestal over twenty feet high. The horse 
stands just ready to start, while the rider, with a ficld 
glass in his right hand resting on the hip, gently re- 
strains him. General Scort is supposed to be looking 
at some distant object. The horse is studied from a 
fine specimen of the native blood horse, and has all the 
marks of this type. Surface details, as well as anatomi- 
cal, are carefully modelled, and so strikingly as to 
arrest the attention of ostlers, along with the best 
gsthetic jadges. The horse is already popular, 
which is quite natural, inasmuch as the fine points of a 
man are not so easily comprehended. The figure of 
General Scott, however, shows no less skill in the 
artist. It is admirably representative. Those who 
knew the General in the Mexican war, pronounce it 
faithful in all particulars, in uniform and trappings, as 
well as in features, portly proportions, and martial 
dignity. Professional characteristics are not alone ad- 
hered to, but we have the sentiment of the command- 
ing officer, a man accustomed to control others and 
direct human destiny. Our generation need not be 
ashamed to hand this work down to posterity. The 
judgment shown in the selection of the sculptor of this 
statue is repeated in that just made by the committee 
having in charge the statue of General THomas. Mr, 
J.Q. A. Warp, the artist they have chosen, may be 
relied on to give us a work creditable to American 
art and worthy the imposing subject he is to represent. 

Speaking 6f this monument, we are reminded of a 
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rumor that the Government is likely to commission Miss 
Vurnte REAM to execute a colossal statue of Admiral 
Farracut. Our knowledge of art matters in the 
golden age of the Medicis is not very great, but we won- 
der if there were any lady sculptors at the time 
MicHAEL ANGELO sculptured Moses. We do not 
mean to reflect on feminine genius in art; on the con- 
trary, we respect and shall always contend for it when 
it comes within our province to do so. But would it 
not be well to consider it potentially ? Female artists, 
in past and present times, obtain credit for depicting 
the delicate phases of nature—flowers, genial land- 
scapes, the sentiment of animals, and of indoor hu- 
manity with certain ideals, both in painting and 
sculpture, but never to our knowledge any figure of 
heroic sentiment and attributes. Their great ssthetic 
achievements are, if we are not mistaken, always in 
unison with their more refined and more passive 
natures. Can they not accordingly leave the sterner 
aspects of nature to more fitting hands? We think 
that organic conditions in art, as in other matters, 
should be kept in sight. Can the imagination of a 
woman seize the relationship of impulse to action well 
enough to mould a furm of man adequately expressing 
heroic sentiment? Is notsomeinstinct of energy, some 
knowledge of it based on experience, necessary, in order 
to idealize the daring and perseverance of a FARRAGUT ? 
We ask these questions, quite aware that Amazons are 
said to have existed, and, in any event, that the King of 
Siam bas, or had lately, a body-guard of armed females; 
but we do not believe in borrowing artistic any more 
than military illustrations from other lands. The 
question is whether Vinnie Ream is a suitable sculp- 
tor for a statue of Admiral Farracut. Let us 
refer to her own works, for in these we have artistic as 
well as moral tests. Did Vinnie REAM succeed with 
the statesman LincoLn, whose statue some folks, more 
brusque than gallant, deem better adapted to the Con- 
gressional bath-room than to its present position in the 
Capitol? Here we shall stop. [Is there any point in 
this statue suggesting the nobler qualities of the sub- 
ject? Itis a likeness, it is true, but is it such a portrait 
of our first martyr that we, his contemporaries, are 
willing to endorse it and transmit it to posterity? We 
trust that the committee having the FARRAGUT statue 
in charge will reflect over these points, and abstract all 
other considerations but those of national fitness and 
propriety. We are interested in securing a fine statue 
of our distinguished admiral, one which will not only 
preserve an actual likeness of him, but all the moral 
and intellectual features that render him worthy of a 
cvlossal monument. 








THE result of the Naval Torpedo institution, which 
has been in operation at Newport for about six years, 
seems to be a pole with a tank of powder at the end of 
it. This pole is suspended from the sides of a vessel 
by guys and other rigging--the pole being in position, 
the vessel to which it is attached seeks to poke it under 
the enemy’s bottom. When the end of the pole: is 
thought to be in proper position, the powder in the 
tank is fired by electricity, and the enemy is expected 
to be blown up. The trials with this contrivance 
during the late naval review, show that two things are 
necessary in order that it may act as intended: First, 
the pole must not be carried away either by motion 
through the water or by the enemy’s projectiles, before 
the powder sack is in the desired position under his 
bottom, and second the enemy must kindly remaia 
quiet while he is being blown up. 

The pole apparatus has at all events had its power 
fully developed—what this power really is naval men 
have already seen from the experiments of firing them 
under a raft at the naval review. No wonder the 
Adiniral, in his annual resume for the guidance of the 
Secretary of the Navy, regrets “to say that there is 
not so much interest displayed in the torpedo question 
in our Navy as its importance deserves.” 
of the fish (WuiTEHEAD), Lay, and Harvey torpedoes 
by saying: “‘ With an understanding of the subject and 
a vessel of equal speed, any commander could elude or 
destroy either of the torpedoes mentioned.” Now, if 
the Admiral’s condemnation of these contrivances is 
correct—and we believe that most naval men will 
agree with him—we have only the pole apparatus 
left! 

Take it altogether we have rarely been called on to 
record a result more out of proportion to the cost and 
means employed than this. Means: six years of a 
special torpedo institution, with a corps of chemists, 
electricians, and naval scientists. Result: a bag of 
powder at the end of a pole. Adda certain amount of 
mystery, and we have a sum total representing the 
practical achievement. 
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He disposes | 


In} examining more carefully the testimony of 
Colonel Davis before the Military Committee of the 
House, to which we alluded last week, it would appear 
that the colonel was -not fairly represented when he 
was interpreted as classing Army officers with Indian 
agents. The purpose of the argument presented by 
Colunel Davis was, it would seem, to show that the 
religious attaches of the Indian Bureau had no advan- 
tage over Army officers even in the practice of those 
virtues to which they make the greatest claim, and in 
which Army men are, according to popular opinion, 
the most deficient. What Colonel Davis said was in 
response to the remark of Mr. GuNCKEL, that “It has 
been stated here by Indian agents and otbers that the 
example of the Army, officers and men, is uniformly 
bad, as to intemperance, licentiousness, idleness, and 
tyrannical conduct toward the Indians.” Even in 
these respects, as the colonel undertook to show, Army 
officers had nothing to fear by comparison with Indian“ 
agents, while in ail that concerns honesty and honor- 
able dealing, they were as much superior to the Indian 
agents as we have declared them to be. No one who 
knows Colonel Davis, could for a moment suppose 
that he intended to misrepresent Army officers, and our 
only purpose in criticizing his testimony, was to correct 
the impression which it seemed calculated to leave on 
the mind of the committee, not so much perhaps from 
what was said as from what was left unsaid, and which 
was necessary to a full understanding of the colonel’s 
argument. The report we published was, as we learn, 
not a verbatim one, and some of the colloquial remarks 
in the course of the examination, which escaped re- 
port, were necessary to a full understanding of the 
testimony of Colonel Davis. The colonel’s estimate 
of Army officers is best shown by his final recommen- 
dation, that the control of Indian affairs should be 
committed to their hands. 








Tue Board of Managers of the Army and Navy 
Club propose tojtender to Captain Sir Lampton Lo- 
RAINE, R. N., late Commander of H. B. M. ship Niobe, 
a reception at the Club House in T wenty-seventh street, 
during his passage through New York on his way 
from his station in the West Indies to England. To 
Captain Loraine we are indebted for one of those 
graceful acts of international courtesy which appeals to 
the sentiment of good fellowship between England and 
America far more powerfully than argument can, and 
convinces us that, however we differ as between our- 
selves, as towards others we are one. It was Captain 
LORAINE who, it will be remembered, interfered to 
stop the execution of the surviving passengers and 
crew of the Virginius. We can promise him as hearty 
a reception as ever British tar received, not only be- 
cause of this, but because of those personal qualities 
which have made him so popular among his comrades 
of the British navy. 








THE international rifle match between a representa- 
tive Irish and Ams#rican “ team” promises to be a most 
lively and exciting contest. The Amateur Rifle Club 
of New York, who have accepted the challenge of the 
Irishmen, are exerting themselves to organize a team 
which will do no discredit to the traditions of Ameri- 
can skill with the rifle. We commend their address, 
which we insert this week, to the attention of crack 
shots everywhere. Already they are beginning to 
receive profters cf assistance in making up their team 
from riflemen in various parts cof the country. We 
have no doubt they will,be able to select a team which 
will give the Irishmen all they want to do to beat it. 
The very first movement toward the organization of 
the National Rifle Association was, we may say in 
passing, followed by propositions from abroad for in- 
ternational matches. ‘The Englishmen are anxious to 
try issues with American riflemen, for whose.prowess | 
they have great respect, and we hope an opportunity 
will be given them. 








Tne Court of Inquiry in General Howarp's case has 
assembled at Washington and commenced its investi- 
gation. All the members of the court were present— 
Generals SHERMAN, McDowE Lu, MEiGs, Porz, Getty, 
Third Artillery; ReyNotps, Third Cavalry ; MrzEs, 
Fifth Infantry, and Major GARDNER, Judge-Advocate. 
Certainly, General Howarp could not ask for a better 
court. By the act of 1867, under which the Commis- 
sioner for the Freedman’s Bureau was made responsi- 
ble for the disbursement of public funds, the same rules 
which govern “ other disbursing officers of the Army” 
were made binding in the commission. The inquiry 
commences, therefore, with the investigation as to 
what the rules referred to are. All the heads of Army 
departments will be called as witnesses on this point, 


Adjutant-General, Chief of Engineers, Chief of Ord- 
nance; also Captain McMruuan, Chief Disbursing 
Officer Freedman’s Bureau. The Second and Third 
Auditors and the Third Comptroller, Adjutant-General 
TOWNSEND, Paymaster-General Atvorp, Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Forses, of the Corps of Engineers, and 
Major Benet, of the Ordnance Corps, were examined 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. 





THE adjournments because of the death of ex Presi- 
dent FirumMore and the death of Senator SumMNER, 
have greatly interfered with the work of Congress 
during the past week, and legislation has made but 
little progress—a circumstance which is not likely to 
disturb the equanimity of Army officers, who have 
nothing to look for from Congressional action this 
year. Over 6,000 bills are now before the two Houses, 
among them the Army appropriation bill, which will 
probably soon be ready for the signature of the Presi- 
dent. We question whether any other bill aftectirg 
the Army will run the gauntlet of the committees, and 
the discussions on the floor of the two Houses. When 
it comes to positive action, the Congressional gentle- 
men oftentimes prove themselves much less formida- 
ble than they seem to be when they get on their war 
paint at the opening of a session and “go for the 
Army.” . 











- THE [following extract from a private letter written 
some months since, but which has just come to our 
attention, relates how the fire extinguishers, which are 
in such general use in the public service, were first in- 
troduced to thé attention of the natives of Panama by 
one of our young naval officers, who seems to have a 
special faculty for turning up in the right place at the 
right time: 

An incident recently occurred in the harbor of Panama by 
which an explosion of gunpowder was prevented by your Govern- 
ment Officials. It seems to me well worthy of record. A Portu- 
guese vessel loaded with powder and petroleum had taker fire, 
and the boats of the vessels lying near—some of which were for- 
eign men-of-war—surrounded her, but with their aid the crew 
had succeeded in doing nothing to effectually check the flames. 
A boat from the flagship Pensacola, commanded by the Second 
Lieutenant (T. B. M. Mason, of New York), came alongside, and 
the foreigners exclaimed, “* Here come the Yankees with their 
da———d machines ! now we will see what they can do.” Lieu- 
tenant Mason with three men, éach with o aboot’ See 
on his back, boarded the vessel and noms uick work with the 
fire on deck—they then descended into the hold where was the 
seat of the conflagration, and ee it Pen a without 
regarding the proximity of the powder. The foreigners at once 
changed their sneering doubts as to the machines into congray - 
lations for those who had used them so boldly, and the Portu- 
getee Consul at once visited the flagship, returned thanks on 

ehalf of his government, and asked the names of those engaged. 
pe tegen iN, wee volunteered for oe duty, » Se ee 
officer towhom your Congress gave permission to 
accept the order of the Rose countered on him by the Em; r of 
Brazil a few years ago as a midshi for another gallant ex- 
pee saving the lives of two sailors in one of the harbors of 

raz, 








At the Centennial or International Exhibition each 
Executive Department of the Government which pre- 
sents articles illustrative of the functions and adminis, 
trative faculties of such department, is to have a repre- 
sentative, the whole of them to constitute a board, which 
will be charged with the preparation and safe keeping 
of such articlez, so as to secure complete and harmo- 
nious disposition and arrangement. Rear-Admiral 
JENKINS, it is understood, will be appointed on this 
board as the representative of the Navy Department. 








GENERAL McDowE tL, President of the Society of the 
Army of the Potomac, has appointed the following Ex- 
ecutive Committee to take charge of the reunion of the 
society, to be held at Harrisburg, Penn., on the 12th of 
May next: 1st Corps—Major A. W. Norris, Chairman ; 
2d Corps—Colonel W. W. Jennings ; 3d Corps—Colonel 
Clayton McMichael; 5th Corps—General William 
McCandless ; 6th Corps—General James W. Latta ; 9th 
Corps—General John J. Curtin; 11th Corps—General 
Adolph Bushbeck ; 12th Corps—General .Joseph T 
Knipe; Artillery Corps—Captain George W. Durell; 
Cavalry Corps—Colonel H. 8. Thomas ; General Staff— 
General R. B. Beath. ‘The President of the United 
States has accepted an invitation to be present. 








In a letter to a frien, cated March 20, 1873, Charles 
Sumner speaks as follows of his “ Battle Flag” 
resolution : 

It seems to me unjust and hard to understand that 
my bill can be called hostile to the soldier or to the 
President when it was introduced by me, May 8, 1862, 
and then again February 27, 1865, and when it bas 
been commended by General Scott, General Robert 
Anderson and General Thomas, all yood and true 
soldiers. If persons would only consider candidly my 
original conviction on this “question they would see 
how natural and inevitable has been my conduct. As 
if in such a matter I could have “ hostility” or “ spite” 
to anybody. I am a public servant and never was 
moved by a purer sense of duty than in this bill, all of 
— will os oe > on pe —_ will 

ounder in nception and m ntation ; to 
be regretted in the day of light. , ’ 
Sincerely 








viz.: the Quartermaster-General,*;Commissary-General, 


yours, CuARLes SuMNER, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy anp Navy Journax does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion in commu- 








nications published under this head. His —s is to allow the 
i st freedom of di ion consistent with propriety and good 
eeling. ; 





CONGRESS AND THE ARMY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sm: It is said that the personnel of the Army must 
be diminished in favor of retrenchment. How can this 
be done with least injury ? 

Larger and fewer posts aad three battalion infantry 

iments—We shall not always have the seasoned sol- 
diers of the late war. The line of our Army is admir- 
ably organized as an efficient and economical skeleton, 
serving as a model for the undisciplined troops that 
must be raised in case of a war. With our disciplined 
little Army it would be better and more economical if 
the infantry regiments were composed of several bat- 
talions, and our troops clustered into larger commands. 
A battalion of 800 men could be maintained about as 
economically as 600 men scattered at one company posts 
If we cannot afford to pay for the number of officers in 
our present organizations the best place to hit in the 
line is to make our artillery regiments have only four- 
teen instead of twenty-six first lieutenants. 

The staf—We have no general staff in the European 
sense, though we ought to have. But our Army is 
rather disproportionately supplied with full sized and 
powerful bureaus which we call staff. This is neces- 
sary, because the extent of country guarded by, and the 
amount of work imposed upon our little Army is en- 
tirely disproportionate to its numbers, and because the 
late war proved that all these bureaus and more were 
necessary. The provost marshal’s and commissary of 
musters’ bureaus are now extinct. To illustrate, two 
surgeons to a regiment and one to each general is 
enough for an wig hey ome to battle, say one hun- 
dred toour Army. But there must be a surgeon wher- 
ever troops are permanently stationed, and while our 
regiments are numbered by tens our posts are 
numbered by hundreds. As we must have these 
surgeons it is much more economical that they 
should be commissioned officers instead of contract 
surgeons. But there certainly must be some dis- 
cernible proportion between the size of the staff and 
that of the Army it serves. Our regular staff has not 
been fixed upon any smaller basis since we had a mil- 
lion of soldiers on paper, nor since the peace establish- 
ment was cut down from 50,000 to 30,000 men, nor now 
since it is cut down to 25,000, and threatened with still 
severer yay . 

edical Department.—It is hardly credible that 
Army surgeons will claim that as a class they are pos- 
sessed of either more intelligence or finer attainments 
than the Engineer Corps. So it is hard to see why 
greater favors have been extended to them. By law an 
assistant surgeon becomes a captain in three years, 
while an engineer officer becomes one in fourteen years. 
In other words an assistant surgeon costs the Govern- 
taent about one-fourth more than an officer of en- 
gineers of the same term of service, or say $75,000 a 
year more for the Medical Corps. 

The only argument presented for this invidious dis- 
tinction is that medical officers have to pay for their 
professional education while the Government pays for 
that of the others. This is not true in foto of any other 
corps, department, or arm of the service except the en- 
gineers. So if this argument is entitled to any weight, 
it should only shorten the longest time senible for it 
to take a medical officer to become a captain from four- 
teen to eleven years; as only three years are required 
to obtain a professional education. 

If the 150 assistant surgeons were divided among the 
three grades of company officers either equally or in some 
such proportion as thirty second lieutenants, fifty first 
lieutenants, and seventy captains, the law would still 
give them faster promotion than is given any arm of 
the line, a considerable saving would be etfected, and 
the repeated bickerings between surgeons and post 
commanders could be put an end to by assigning as- 
sistant surgeons of low rank to posts commanded by 
j unior officers. 

If we only had two surgeons to a regiment their 
present rank would be well enough; but when you so 
often find a first lieutenant commanding a one company 
post, and a captain having charge of his two or three 
sick in hospital, it does not look so well. To a civilian 
the difference between a first and second lieutenant is 
* ht dollars a month—not enough to decide a course of 

ife on. 

The Pay Department.—The General testifies that the 
Pay Department answered its purposes so well during 
the late war that he would hesitate to speak favorably 
of any change init. This is certainly the correct test, 
and the department certainly did as he says, if its pur- 
pose was to pay the troops somewhere between every 
twoand ten months. But no Europeon army is paid 
so seldom, and many of our best line officers hold this 
to be one of the most demoralizing elements in our 
military system. 

The Commissary Department certainly has a better 
organization for ries, bet and frequent pay- 
ments to the troops, and it has less to do than some of 
the others. It would be well to give them this duty 
for a year before feeling compelled to re-establish our 
cumbersome and patetic Pay Department. An 
officer doing comm duty is now serving wherever 
there are Let him pay as well as feed the 
troops. No more than four classes in the Army will 
ofter any objection to this, viz.: 1. The Pay Depart- 
ment who do not intend to be abolished. 2. The Sub- 
sistence ment, who do not crave any more work. 
8. Those mili ntlemen who object to everything. 
4. Those who hold e branch individual of the 


as especially ; 
Of course, if we intend to cling to the present sys. 


(tem of appointing a lot of distant majors to travel 
around in the performance of a duty that could be as 
well done by the lieutenants on the spot, we must have 
enough of them for the duty, and must try to get them 
as efficient as their and rank wil) allow. How odd 
calling out the rank of “ pay sergeant” at muster 
would sound to American military ears. 

Bureau of Military Justice.—If still the personnel of 
the Army has not been sufficiently disturbed and an- 
other orgaxization must be sacrificed in the interest of 
economy, by all means let our judge advocates be dis- 
pensed witb. 

But few will say that there was less pure and prompt 
and consistent justice, even if there were less law ad- 
ministered to the Army before the war than now. We 
had no bureau of military justice then. It came in 
with the war, like extra officers for the regimental 
staft. We should be sorry to Jose it, but such things 
should go first. And surely it is unreasonable that the 
lowest rank in this bureau should be that of major. 

This bureau he f do its work as faithfully, zealously 
and well as in it lies despite all its officers being gene- 
ral or field officers. But if staff work is to be made 
more elegant and light, in accordance with the dispro- 
portionate rank that is given it, and then the expense 
of a oo offices and quarters and hiring clerks 
for these high officers is made an excuse for keeping 
the line of the Army in huts; why the extreme ex- 
pensiveness of these elegant fleld officers becomes a 
matter of intense interest to every one but themselves, 
and, with special reference to them, we must think 
with regret of the ante bellum days when fewer—well, 
say, district quartermasters—were required east of the 
Mississippi, and therefore better quarters could be 
built. There is no need of taking each bureau and 
showing, for instance, that there are no captains per- 
forming adjutant duties, etc. 

T rdnance Depariment.—What is the peculiar 
training or instruction which requires that there shall 
be enlisted men of ordnance? They certainly do not 
come under either of the four recognized branches of 
infantry, cavalry, artillery or engineers, nor are they 
known to be drivers of the intendance. The only ex- 
cuse for maintaining soldiery is for use in actual con- 
test, or for accumulating information and establishing 
habits that will be useful in time of war. Soldiers 
were never eoonomical watchmen ; their qualities and 
pay are for a higher game. Nor are the officers of 
ordnance organized into a corps and paid for the pur- 
pose of sag p-ben res soldiers. The ordnance detach- 
ments were created under a quibble, and are among 
the highest paid, the lightest worked, and most indiffer- 
ent of our soldiers. According to the Adjutant-General 
there are 350 of these soldiers allowed, and each of 
them costs over $1,000 a year. Abolisli them and 
cease this misapplication of $350,000 a year of govern- 
ment funds. Companies of infartry or artillery lan- 

uishing at unhealthy stations would delight in the 
uxuries of our arsenals if troups should ever become 
necessary there, and they could be ordered away before 
becoming demoralized as soldiers. None of our gene- 
rals can make use of the ordnance soldiers. 

‘The ordnance and engineer officers have had wonder 
fully rapid promotion ss compared with the line, de- 
spite unfounded complaints to the contrary. Class 
standing at West Point is not a sufficient indication of 
a young man’s character when free from the restraints 
imposed there. So young officers should be compelled 
to serve several zoote with regiments before being 
commissioned in either of these corps, and the easiest 
way to enforce this is to abolish the grade of second 
lieutenant in both of them. Before these corps be- 
came so bulky, some of their work was as well done 
by line officers detailed upon such duty, and the result 
of this experience was distributed throughout the 
Army. Line officers cost the Government less money 
than their comrades of the staft of equal rank. Why 
should company officers of ordnance have a forage 
allowance any more than officers doing the same duty 
for the Navy? Or why should engineer, any more 
than line officers of these grades be supposed to be 
mounted when not on duty requiring a horse? Abol- 
ishing this allowance to these grades would save 
$10,000 a year. And possibly it would be better if the 
Goveroment owned, instead of merely sustaining, the 
horses deemed necessary for its officers. 

Commissions to Hurope.—It has been but a short time 

since the commencement of the astonishing revolution 
in all military matters which has now begun to assume 
shape and substance in Europe. No branch of the 
service, personnel or materiel, has been free from its 
effects. What has been determined and what impends 
in the near future can best be studied in the great cen- 
tres of European military effort. For this purpose our 
Government has sent naval, marine and staff officers to 
Europe; but no officer of either of the three great 
arms, who are as muck interested in the matter as any, 
from whom some of our generals must come, and upon 
whom the brunt of battle fought on these novel piin- 
ciples must fall, if battle comes. And it is almost 
impracticable for line officers to get access to this in- 
formation gathered and published at Government 
expense ;-it is certainly easier for them to obtain Euro- 
pean books on the same subjects. 
_ But this method of sending commissions to Europe 
is a jerky, irregular, unsystematic, unsatisfactory and 
expensive mode of obtaining the desired information. 
It would be far better if Congress should enact that 
there should be a‘military attache to each of our greater 
embassies, each of these attaches to be relieved in four 
years by an officer of a different arm or corps, and that 
the attaches serving simultaneously at foreign courts 
should be officers of every arm of the service, no two 
attaches being officers of the same erm or corps. 

If the Government is to furnish books and pamph- 
lets for the information of officers (and it is scarcely 

ble for officers to keep well informed as to the 
atest facts and theories of their profession otherwise ; 
their means fo ing the frequent and costly trans- 





portation of many books), line as well as staff officers 





should be so supplied. And such information can be 
more economically distributed among line than staff 
officers by furnishing regimental headquarters with 
the proper books, and ordering them to be issued there 
as from a circulating library. The two last reports of 
the Chief of Ordnance have_been of great use in this 
way. 

ty Accountability —Let Congress enact that 
the receiving bureau and not the officer is responsible 
for all errors in his accounts not settled within five 
years after the receipt of his accounts at Washington 
city, for the time in which said errors are said to exist. 
Officers of the Army, like employees in any other 
business, are entitled to a prompt settlement of their 
accounts, no matter how sharply it is done; but now 
it is allowed to run along indefinitely. Officers are 
stiil searching through the records of their service 
twenty years ago to see if there is anything that will 
enable them to recall an error some clerk of the War 
or Treasury Department says has — been found in 
those dead and buried accounts. The retained papers 
of some officers weigh as much as orders allow all his 
household gods to veigh. Somebody has to pay for 
carrying these papers around. 

Promotion.—All officers of the Army are promoted 
by seniority in their corps, department or arm of ser- 
vice, except subalterns of the line, and this exception 
works the most incontinent injustice among them. 
Will not Congress enact that all officers hereafter com- 
missioned as second lieutenants in the line, shall be 
promoted through the subaltern grades by seniority as 
is done in the higher grades ?. This will not only prevent 
our successors being subjected to the same injustice we 
have suffered from; but when a regiment must linger 
in a sickly or barbarous region on account of lack of 
funds in the War Department, still most of the per- 
sonnel can gradually get away by discharge and pro- 
motion. 

In our Army there is a woful lack of reward for 
special exertion or attainments. To remedy this Con- 
gress should enact that all field and general officers 
should report at a specified time each year the names 
of such officers as in their judgment had earned promo- 
tion to the next higher grade, giving reasons for hold- 
ing such an opinion in each case; and these recom- 
mendations with the record of the officers recommended 
shall be submitted to a board of officers, to consist of 
the senior colonel and junior major on the active list 
of each of the three arms, cavalry, artillery and infan- 
try, in all six officers, who shall determine and report 
to the Secretary of War who of the officers so recom- 
mended have best earned the honor of being selected 
for promotion ; and this report shall be forwarded to 
Congress. And whenever a vacancy shall occur in the 
captaincy of the company with the highest letter in 
each regiment (to wit, Company “ K” of each regiment 
of infantry, and Company “ M” of each regiment of 
cavalry or artillery), or in the grade of major in the 
First, Fifth, Ninth, and so on, regiment of infantry, 
cavalry, or artillery, being every fourth regiment in 
each of these arms, said vacancies shall be filled by 
promotion by selection, from the officers of the arm in 
which the vacancy occurs, who have been recommended 
by said board of officers. 

All staff officers are selections ; so there is aot such 
need of the application of this principle among them. 
But there are other qualities besides these, for which 
officers are selected for the staft that ought to be re- 
warded, and it is difficult to say why an officer should 
be compelled to wait till he is old enough to hope to 
be made a general before he can anticipate being re- 
warded for such of these qualities as he may possess. 

General Service Recruits, ete—Cannot the War De- 
partment be conducted under the civil service rules as 
well as any other department of the general Govern- 
ment? Or, as the chiefs of bureaus are so positive 
that line officers should do their own copying, cannot 
an example be set in Washington city, showing how 
easily and well all military writing can be done on this 
intensely correct principle? Itis easy to acknowledge 
the importance of the work done by these enlisted 
men, and it is right that the Government should pay 
for them, calling them clerks, etc., from Signal Service 
men up or down; but they can hardly be said to be 
performing military duty, and there is no readily 
assignable reason for numbering them as a necessary 
part of the military peace establishment. There seems 
to be no necessary connection between telling a sailing 
vessel when to put to sea and disbanding a company 
of infantry, or between paying for a picture of a cele- 
brated amputation performed some years ago and mus- 
tering out a soldier now fighting Indians on the 
plains; but our military system has established such a 
connection, and f.llowing this system to its logical 
conclusion would make all appropriations for military 
aftairs be expended in exclusively scientific research. 

Disbandment.—If not only materiel and individuals, 
but orge nizations, must be given up on account of the 
present temporary stress in our financial affairs, let the 
company organizations be what is dispensed with. 
For instance, if it is determined to muster out fifty 
companies of infantry instead of disbanding five estab- 
lished regiments of good repute, muster out two com- 
panies from each of our twenty-five infantry regiments, 
allowing a board full time to decide justly what officers 
snould be mustered out. 

A Sample.—An officer's servant received everything 
from the Government that is allowed a private soldier 
except clothing, rations,and pay. These three items 
amount to a good deal less than $500 a year, and it is 
known that some have estimated the yearly cost of a 
soldier at over $1,000. A recent Congress annulled 
such an institution as officers’ servants, thus, accordin 
to this calculation, effecting a yearly saving of $500 
each on 2,500 men. Now, does a appreciate 
this retrenchment of $1,250,000 a year Mention is not 
made of many other items exemplifying the economical 

rinciples prevaiting already in military affairs, it being 

oped that one example is a sufficient indication. 
lonelusion—No view of military affairs through 


~~» 

















POP Thee SMe. tomate 





Marcon 21; 1874, 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


507 




















economical spectacles can be generally acceptable. 
The one now presented is given frankly, and it is be- 
lieved that no principle here asserted will be found 
without some supporters. If it is entirely incorrect and 
in no wise represents ordinary Army conversation, it 
would be well for those who are better informed to 
point out the grossness of its errors, and explain to the 
many who are anxious to know what are the changes 
least hurtful, but essential, when the Army appropria- 
tions are reduced six millions of dollars. Take this 
summary of what has now been said to be the proper 
course to meet such a deficiency: 

1, It must be taken as temporary. When the pre- 
sent astonishing financial stringency is passed, the 
country will not begrudge what is necessary to support 
the Army properly but economically. 

2. See where money can be saved in the administra- 
tion of the present organization, and where the present 
oiganization can be changed in the interest of both 
economy and efficiency. 

8. Make every practicable delay in the purchase and 
supply of material. 

4. If still there has not been sufficient saving, let in- 
dividuals drop out. 

5. If more yet is needed, see if we cannot curtail the 
staff as the most expensive and least easily injured part 
of the personnel of the Army, and the part which, so far, 
has escaped pruning. 

6. Then disband companies. 

7. But only as a last and unavoidable resort, com- 
mence disbanding regiments. 

The writer has served in the Army, has loved its 
duties, and been proud of its uniform and virtues, and 
knows what the Army is and has been; and the asser: 
tion is made with pride that, as a whole, the Army was 
never superior to what it is to-day, and was never more 
equal to meet any duty it might be called upon to per- 
form. It is harder worked than any army in the 
world, and none can excel it in the capacity to intelli- 
gently fulfil every proper demand. Its qualities and 
labors, and the propriety of its unbadged existence, are 
appreciated by more than one 

AMERICAN CITIZEN. 
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THE NEW ARMY REGULATIONS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: There is but one point more of your criticisms 
on the new regulations requiring special notice; it 
is as follows: 


On _page 11 is the following paragraph: “If upon marches, 
guards, in transports by land or water, or in quarters, different 
corps or detachments shall happen to join, move, or do duty 
together, and there is no general officer present eligible to com- 
mand, the officer highest in rank of the engineers, cavalry, 
artillery, infantry, marine or militia, there on duty with troops— 
shall command the whole, and give orders for what is needful 
for the service, unless otherwise specially directed by the Presi- 
dent, according to the nature of the case.” 

This proposed regulation is directly contrary to the 63d article 
of the act of Congress, ——. April 10, 1806, which says: 
“The functions of the engineers being generally confined to the 
most elevated branch of military science, they are not to assume, 
nor are they subject to be ordered on any duty beyond the line 
of their immediate profession, except by the special orders of 
the President of the United States; but they are to receive every 
mark of respect to which their rank in the Army may entitle 
them respectively, and are liable to be transferred, at the dis- 
cretion of the President, from one corps to another, regard being 
paid to rank.”’ 

We do not care, in this connection, to enterintoa discussion 
whether an officer of the general staff corps, clothed with the 
same rank as a cavalry officer of like grade, has power to assume 
command of the senior officer present, on happening to join for 
mixed duty with any other corps of the Army. As to the engi- 
neers there is a special prohibition. If the board acted on the 
assumed principle that officers of corps habitually having troops 
to command were alone fitted for it, we fail to see why the 
ordnance corps fofficers should have been excluded. They are, 
certainly, no more staff corps than the engineers. Numerous 
laws have, in the past, enabled the President to transfer officers 
from the artillery or other regiments or corps of the Army into 
the ordnance—notably one as late as 1863—and certainly Congress 
never intended, that officers thus transferred, whether with their 
own consent or not—should lose the privileges and rights of 
their rank—to command junior officers of any other corps on 
happening to join for duty together. The act of July 5, 1838, 
constructively classified them with ens officers as to the 
command of enlisted men in the Ordnance Department, whilst 
the earlier act of April 24, 1816, prescribed: that ‘ordnance 
officers should be assigned to duty with the staff of the Army, 
in the same manner as from the corps of engineers.” 


As to the first part of your comment, its meaning is 
not very clear. All officers of every branch of the 
service, having military rank, are clothed with the same 
rank 4s cavalry officers of like grade, the rank of 
colonel, or major, or captain, being the rank of colonel, 
or major, or captain, no more and no less, whether its 
possessor is in the cavalry, infantry, engineer, artillery 
or staff. The right to command, is an entirely differ- 
ent thing. Rank, although an indispensable qualifica- 
tion, does not of itself give any right whatever to 
command, and may be held with utter incapacity for 
command, as in the case of retired officers. In his own 
corps or branch of service an officer commands or does 
duty, not in virtue of his rank, but of the office which 
he holds in it; and neither that office, nor the rank 
that sccompanies it, gives him any right to command, 
outside the organization; for this a special law, or 
assignment under authority of law, is necessary, and 
the new regulation you quote is in conformity with 
the amended article of war submitted with the regula- 
tions, (act 70, page 211). 

There is an eminent propriety in the change from 
the present Article of War as to the right of command 
in mixed bodies. The engineers constitute in all armies 
a — arm of service like the artillery, a combatant 
body and not of the staff, general or special. In our 
service the corps traces its origin to the old corps of 
“artillerists and engineers,” which in 1802 were 
separated, and organized into a regiment of artiller- 
ists of twenty companies, and a corps of engineers with- 
out troops; the latter being stationed at West Point, 
and constituting a military academy. Special circum- 
stances growing out of this fact, caused the President 
to exempt the engineers from the control of other 
officers, and to suspend their right to command outside 
their own corps. This was considered by the officers 
of the. corps—and with good reason—as % viol*tion of 





. 


their rights under the Articles of War then in force 
They remonstrated, the field officers resigned, and the 
whole corps had determined to do so, when they were 
informed from the President that he simply held. their 
right to command in reserve, and for their benefit. 
The 68d Article of War was adopted soon after, cou- 
taining a clause, recognizing in effect their right of 
command, but making its exercise outside their imme- 
diate profession dependent on the urderscf the Presi- 
dent; and other rights which might be called in ques 
tion, in consequence of these restrictions, were care- 
fully guarded by special provisions. 

he reasons for this state of affairs no longer exist. 
The engineers no longer have charge of the Military 
Academy, the pontoon department has been transferred 
from the artillery to that corps, bodies of engineer 
troops have been raised and sent into the field as com- 
batant bodies. The evils of the exceptional condition 
of the corps under the 63d Article of War, have been 
experienced in actual warfare, and the interests of the 
service in general, as well as the rights and duties of 
the corps demand, that they should be removed. The 
remedy presented in the new regulations—a change in 
the Article of War, and a corresponding change in the 
regulations—accomplishes this purpose, and is hard] 
inconsistent even with the existing law—for the Presi- 
dent’s order under the present 63d article, would proba- 
bly be held sufficientj[to remove the anomaly. It is 
better, however, that the change should be made speci- 
fically, under the sanction of a Congressional approval 
—and the corps of engineers again take its unquestioned 
place as one of the special arms, according to the 
established customs of all armies 

The care of the ordnance is quoted by you as a par- 
allel one, and you claim, by inference, at least, an 
equal propriety in giving the rights of command, in 
mixed bodies, to its officers. The cases are wholly 
different. The duties of the Ordance Department are 
entirely of a civil character; like the “ Civil Depart- 
ments ‘ attached’ to the (English) army,’ it is“ not of 
the Army, but for the Army,” and the militia. It was 
not provided for in the military peace establishment of 
1815, and the preservation of iis very existence was 
based on the decisicn that it “did not form a con- 
stituent part of the Army,” but was “a distinct estab- 
lishment with a view to a state of peace,’ as well as 
of war. Recognized subsequently by Congress in ex- 
press terms, it was in 1821 merged in the artillery, from 
which it was again separated by its own persistent 
efforts, and cut loose from its military connections be- 
cause of the alleged incompatibility of the functions of 
its officers with military duties. It claims to be “a 
non-combatant portion of the military establishment,” 
and that its officers cannot properly exercise command 
over other troops than theirown. Their own troops 
are simply mechanics and laborers, enlisted as such in 
order that they be subject to duty wherever their ser- 
vices as artisans and laborers—not as combatants—may 
be needed. General Scott’s regulations of 1821 even 
excluded its officers from the general headquarters. 
“ Any officer of the Ordnance Department who may be 
attache: to an army in the field, shall be stationed at, 
and have the principal charge and direction of the 
main depot of ordnance and ordnance stores for the 
supply of such army;” and he performed his duty 
under the instructions of the commandant-in-chief of 
the artillery. The duties of the department arestrictly 
defined by law, are in no sense military, and Congress 
certainly never intended that regimental officers accept- 
ing transfers to the ordnance, or to any other supply de- 
partment, should retain their right of command; this 
would give them rights the other officers of the depart- 
ment did not possess. In accepting such transfer they 
accept the status of the other officers of the depart- 
ment, its disadvantages, as well as its advantages. As 
to any military rights which you think the ordnance 
may have acquired by being mentioned as a “ corps” in 
some casual law, it is strange that, whilst looking so 
sharply after tbe legal errors of the board, you did not 
notice that by the act of July 28, 1866—the one that 
speaks of the “ forces” cf which the Army is composed 
—the ordnance is established as a department, not as a 
corps, and that all its claims to being considered a 
“corps,” based on any previous chance legislation, is 
effectually disposed of by section 38, which provides 
that “ all laws, and parts of laws, inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act be,and the same are hereby, 
repealed.” 

‘0 put the ordnance on military duty now, -by regu- 
lation, would ignore the very basis of its existence, and 
violate the law which separated it from the artillery 
for the express purpose of relieving it from military 
duty, in order that it might be confined exclusively to 
its civil functions. 

I have attached little or no importance to the infer- 
ences you draw from the forms of registers, reports and 
decisions of the bureaus. They are confused and con- 
tradictory, often absurd, sometimes mere snap-judg- 
ments, rendered without the sanction of the Secretary 
of War, or under circumstances which deprive them 
of any value as authority in settling professional or 
legal questions. This could easily be shown by taking 
up some of the points you present, and giving all the 
bureau decisions upon them. 

In conclusion I must express some surprise that you 
have wasted so much time over the details of the work 
of the board when you could have so easily condemned 
its proceedings in gross. The Secretary is directed to 
submit a code of regulations not inconsistent with law. 
Congress has made the existing regulations the law of 
the land, therefore no change can be made in existing 
regulations ; ergo, the board must report back the regu- 
lations of 1863, with the changes only that Congress 
has itself already madein them. This is the logical 
result of your course of argument; and this is just the 
thing you finally conclude it would be best to do. 
Possibly Congress would not have accepted this from 
the Secretary ; it is quite certain that the Secretary 
would have considered such action on-the part of the 
board as trifling with its duty and with him; and, on 








he whole, as it appears to have been impossibie for th 
poor board to do anything without subjecting itself t 
the charge of. violating some law, it may fairly claim 
indulgence in judgment of the resultsof work per- 
formed under such stress of difficulty. Z. 








THE NEW TACTICS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journat. ‘ 

Srr: Before any more copies of the new edition of 
Upton’s Tactics are struck off, I would like to note a 
few of its inadvertencies in order that the author may 
have the vpportunity to amend them if he sees fit to. 

It is bad enough that the men should still be com- 
pelled to carry the piece in the unnatural and con- 
strained position of “ rightshoulder shift,” when ia the 
prescribed positions there are so many others that are 

erfectly natural, as is shown by similar positions be- 
ing constantly assumed by hunters and otuer persons 
accustomed to the handling of arms. But if the posi- 
tion must be retained, and merely the command for it 
shortened, why is it called “ shifv’ on the right shoulder 
and “slope” on the left. The commanding officer 
should not speak of “shift” to the men with a mixed 
multitude gazing at parade. Perhaps, thouzh, thore 
may be something in old tactics and regulations which 
prevailed before I came into the service, indicating that 
the men might carry the piece on either shoulder, and 
slope and shift figured in the commands. But it is 
ridiculous anyhow. Would you speak of a“ slope” as 
“ exterior,” “ superior,” “ inferior,” or what ? 

Some duellists have purposely fired their pistols in 
the air, but many have unintentionally missed their 
man by firing into the ground. This tendency should 
be guarded against in soldiers. The old edition pre- 
scribes muzzles down in “ready” as an exceptional 
novelty, and I have beard that some commanders ex- 
tended this exception into a general principle with 
breech-loaders’; but to have it positively prescribed in 
tactics—whew ! 

I have seen mounted troops come, when on foot, “ to 
the front and rear open files” for sword exercise, but 
to allow it for bayonet exercise at dress parade shocks 
the nerves. But I suppose this and some of the other 
new movements and commands were inserted in the 
assimilation, to sooth the cavalry and artillery, since 
they are to be made as much like iafantry as possible, 
and cannot be troops or batteries any more. I have 
not seen the new tactics for these arms, but hope their 
commands and movements have been changed most, 
as General Upton was president of the board. I am 
glad that “double time” has not been changed to 
© trot,” and that “trot out” and “ galop” have not 
been introduced at all in the infantry tactics. But 
probably the cavalry now has “ double time” instead 
of “ trot,” etc. 

I suppose it was the cavalry officers on the board 
who thought forming squa es was not good drill prac- 
tice. 

The last time our line of officers halted according to 
the new edition, they put their feet down simultane- 
ously rigut on the middle of # note by!the band—you 
should have heard the poor a cacophonous death. 

Do you think it is in accordance with the highest 
taste and the usual propeietise of military life to direct 
officers to keep the left hand on top of the dress hat ia 
windy weather and on the scabbard during double time 
when it is notywindy? There must be some officers in 
the service who can wear these ordinary appendages of 
fallen man without clinging to them, and some of 
those who do not know how to do,it now may be 
able to learn. 

The foundation principles of Upton’s tactics were a 
great improvement upon what went before. Io the 
first edition there were many deficiencies and errors of 
detail, but now there are many questions positively’ 
settled for the infantry which have long been matters 
of dispute throughout the line. It could hardly be ex- 
pected of fallible humans to settle them all by a single 
effort and in only one small volume. We must thank 
General Upton for the strong conservatism he has dis- _ 
played in his text, and await with impatience for the 
issuance of the next edition. Napoleon said tiat to 
preserve lively efficiency in an army its organization 
and tactics should be changed at least as often as once 
in every ten years. If we cannot expect, we can at 
least hope, that we shall not lose this element of effi- 
ciency immediately. 

In selecting the simple things now mentioned I have 
not nearly exhausted my notes nor taken those deemed 
most important, but only those least apt to be noticed. 
Considering myself merely a forerunner to others 
equally interested I await what others will ~~ 

'EDES. 





—— ———-4 


CHRISTIAN SHARPS, the inventor of the rifle bearing 
his name, died last week very suddenly at his residence 
in Vernon, Ct. He was born in New Jersey, and was 
sixty-three years and five months old, His inventive 
powers were certainly extraordinary, as his numerous 
inventions, many of them exhibiting a very singular 
and original capacity, most decisively attest. He 
removed to Hartford in the year 1854; about the time 
of the establishment there of the Sharps’ rifle factory. 
He supervised for a time some of the of the 
work in the production of that famous weapon. Mr. 
Sharps was the inventor of a number of other arms, all 
exhibiting the fertility of his resources as an inventor, 
and he had also invented a number of ingenious con- 
trivances for the promotion of other objects than those 
of war, for he was emphatically a man of peace. One 
of his latest subjects of care and pleasure was an estab. 
lishment in Vernon for the artificial breeding of trout. 
Christian sharps, like most inventors, never derived 
from bis inventions the pecuniary share to which he 
was justly entitled. A man of extraordinary intelli- 
gence in nearly all things, he was yet not exactly what 
is called a“ practical man.g Personally he was one of 
the kindest-hearted of men! ‘He was a decided 
spiritualist and had not the slightest fear of death, 
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Tue IntemwatTionaL Rirtz Matcn.—At a meeting of 


the executive committee of the Amateur Rifle Club, held 
March 11, to consider the programme of the proposed 
match between American riflemen and the ‘‘Irish 
Eight” it was decided to accept the programme as for- 
warded, with the single exception that the number of 
competitors uron each side should not be less than six, 
and the president of the club was directed to inform 
Major A. B. Leech, the captain of the Irish Eight, of this 
determination. It being desired that this match should 
be participated in by riflemen throughout the country, 
an address was adopted by the committee setting forth 
the terms and programme of the proposed competition, 
as heretofore published in these columns. The address, 
which is signed by Fred. P. Fairbanks, secretary, states 
that in taking this step, the Amateur Rifle Club do not 
claim that they include among their members the best 
riflemen of America, but only assume to act as their 
representatives for the purpose of placing the matter in 
such a shape as to permit all, who prove themselves 
competent, to compete, irrespective of their residence 
or membership. The targets and scoring used in the 
match will be in accordance with the rules of the Na- 
tional Rifle Association. Any sights allowed but teles— 
copic, magnifying, and such as conceal the target so as 
to prevent the danger signal from being seen. Any 
ammunition may be used. Any position will be allowed 
which can be taken on level ground without artificial 
rests. The other particulars sufficiently appear in the 
programme. It is requested that all native-born Ameri- 
cans who are interested in rifle shooting and who desire 
to form part of the ‘“‘team” which is to represent 
America in this match, wil] at once commence practis- 
ing for the purpose, and will, on or before the first day 
of July next, forward to the secretary of the Amateur 
Rifle Club, New York, the score of fifteen consecutive 
shots made at each distance named in the programme, 
in the following form : 





‘ , 1874. 
I hereby certify that the following isa correct statement of 
fifteen consecutive shots made by me at 900, and 1,000 yards, 


at ———-,on ——, 1874, without any artificial rest, telescopic or 
ifying sights (target 6x12 feet ; bull’s-eye 3 feet square, cen- 

tre 6 feet square ; bull’s-eyes counting 4, centres 3, outers 2) : 
Na. 213.6 4cahe600s0esd sedatiibaseweccesecotens total —— 
nn cane beebadenecccicéeghecddes chGee Stas o— 
a cvdeds vide cud: Sebceh Sderedce be odses beds oo 
TLS .tncdeaneine anadasdies 66° 1e6eghssonen sei — 

Rifle used, ——; weight, —lbs.; trigger pull, — lbs. (d 


weight, without set or ha'r trigger). 
I further certify that I was born at 





, State of » 











Signature, 
Sworn to before me, ——, 1874. 


Notary Public (or other officer having similar powers). 

At some time during July or August, to be hereafter 
designated, one or more matches will be held at Creed- 
moor to shoot for places in the team. Notice of these 
will be sent to all forwarding these returns, as well as 
to the regular members of the club, and all, whether 
members or not, will be allowed to compete at them 
upon equal terns. From the competitors making the 
best scores upon these occasions the executive commit- 
tee will select a certain number who will shoot against 
each other until the best shots are definitely ascertained ; 
and these, and these only, will be allowed to shoot in 
the team. The Amateur Club will provide the markers 
and pay all the expense of these matches. Non-mem- 
bers of the National Rifle Association will, under its 
rules, be required to join it before practising upon its 
range at Creedmoor. This, however, will cost but $3, 
and will be the only expense they will have to ‘incur: 
The matter is one that appeals so strongly to our pride, 
not only as riflemen, but as Americans, that it is to be 
hoped that the best shots in the country will come for- 
ward in this match. The gentlemen who have sent the 
challenge are very skilfol riflemen (their average score 
in the match forthe Elcho shield being 149.37 points 
out of a poss ble 180, or 3.32 a shot), but there are many 
in America fally as expert, and if they can be induced 
to engage in the undertaking the result cannot be 
doubtful. 

The president of the Amateur Club, who has taken 
up the Irish challenge, has received the following letter 
from Messrs. E. Remington and Sons. 

Iuion, N. ¥., March 14, 1874. 
Ont George W. Wingate, President Amateur Rifle Club, New 
ork ; 

Dear Str: The action of the Amateur Rifle Clnb in acce 
on behalf of American riflemen the challenge from_the 
Eight who won the. Elcho shield at Wimbledon in 1873 in one 
that should recommend itself to all. We feel confident not only 
that riflemen can be found in America who are as skillful as any 
who have appeared at Wimbledon, but that our American rifles 
need fear no comparison with the Irish “ Rigby” or with any 

make. Although your club is compara- 

tomy u have shown a ¥ spirit in accepting this 
enge, and i; is + proper that all who are interested in sustain- 

ing Lr fe pe a this country as the home of the riflemen 
should and assist you an earnest of the interest with 
of your club, we request them 
as our contribution towards 

with this trial of skill. Yours, very 


Address, oon 
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exhibition of the field music. 


and musket drill by the field music. 
formances on the drum were concerned, the execution 
was all that could be desired ; but the effect in so small 
a room was most puinful, so much so in fact that after 
the lapse of ten minutes or less even the “ heavy artil- 
lerists,” who at the opening secured front seats, deserted 
them for positions farther to the rear. The movements 
and musket drill, as fancy exhibitions, were as perfect as 
the cramped space and waxed floor would permit. An 
inspection and review followed by Lientenant-Colonel 


Drew, aide-de-camp ; and Quartermaster Miller, Second 
brigade. These remarkable performances could well 
have been omitted. Dram-Major Berchet deserves great 
praise for his efficiency in raising the dram corps of the 
Fifth to its present condition of drill and position, as 
does also the chief buglar A. Hornbostel, who not only 
proved a good musician and soldier, but alsoa most 
courteous host. The rooms were plainly decorated, and 
well filled with the friends of the corps, and military 
gentlemen of all ranks, including representatives of 
nearly all the German commands in the city. The stern 
business of drill, etc., being over, the enticing “ Blne 
Danube” soon engulfed the impatient damsels and their 
cavaliers, the festivities continuing until morning. Great 
is the field music of the Fifth and great is its leader. 


Turetr-szconp Inrantrr.—On Friday evening of last 
week Company C, Finkelmeier, elected First Sergeant 
Charles Roberts second lieutenant, and Company D 
elected Private H. M. Schmidt captain, vice Petry, pro- 
moted. On the same evening the “Roehr Guard, 
Company F, Brevet Major Karcher commanding, de- 
cided to give a dramatic performance at the Turn Halle 
next month. This company has a number of amateur 
actors, one of whom has written a play which will be 
presented on this occasion. The various companies 
drill weekly in rifle practice; and snuffing out the can- 
dle with the rifle frequently elicits applause, and the 
practice is hugely enjoyed in the regiment. 
‘Our Apsutant-GeneRaL.”—Thie is the title of 
an editorial in a recent issue of the St. Louis Globe, in 
which it paints in any but glowing terms the hard 
work required to ‘‘ran” the military headquarters of 
the State of Missouri. After acknowledging the truth- 
fulness of the remarks of a rural editor to the effect that 
the Adjutant-General’s office is ‘‘ one of the pleasant- 
est loafing places,” the Globe says : 

mem = the armory, which is the pleasant loafing 
place so feelingly alluded to in the Weston paper, is only 
a stone's throw distant from the legislative balls, none 
of our legisintors seem to have been sufficiently curious 
and inquisitive as to ascertain what tremendous work 
of State machinery is being done within those turreted, 
embattled walls. Whoever cares to investigate the 
routine of business in the office of our Adjutant-General 
on any fair day after the adjournment of the General 
Asserobly, will find five young gentlemen industrionsly 
occupied with the problem how to find anything at all 
wherewith to kil! time. Under a former administration, 
when work—that is honest, downright work—was al- 
ready slackeving in the War Department of our State, 
the young men were engaged in painting kittens red, 
white and blue, and erecting paper tents for them. No 
such sport is indulged in now under the new dispensa- 
tion; much more arduous is the task of the young man, 
who whi‘ttles a pencil to a correct cone in precisely the 
time ending with the noon-day bell; nor is he less fa- 
tigued who dexterously fans the feather duster over the 
green desk, fight'ng little flies and microscopic motes. 
In fine, long cases with glass-doors we can see the rolls 
and reports of an hundred Missouri regiments reposing 
in peace and undisturbed slumber ; they are records of 
the past, venerable for their associations, but no longer 
are paymasters clerks poring with aching heads over 
their long columns of figures. In the hall above we find 
the tattered standards of many a heroic host of Misson- 
rians, swords of historic value, and Jeff. Thompson’s 
wooden mortars, with which he could not scare the gar- 
rison at the Cape. And that no harm befall these relics, 
that no thief abstract nor even the tooth of time nibble 
at them, the State pays five young gentlemen of high 
ability and innate, irrepressible industry the pitiful trifie 
of a hundred dollars a month or more each, and their 
ever-watchful boss, the general, is obliged to draw quar- 
terly five hundred dollars from the Treasury. 
@ real fact of the whole business is, that one single 
clerk of the Secretary of State can very easily keep the 
books, papers, and stores of the armory in perfect order, 
besides attending to his regular work in the secretary’s 
office. Such few searches in the records as are now 





w ©. Squimm, Secretary. 


Dram-Major Berchet is a leader in more senses than one | the whole expense of our War Department. 
in the Fifth; ani the number of moonlight festivals, , > 
sbam-fights, dram and bugle calls, and various other | °°: who is ex-officio Commander-in-Chief of the Army 
exhibitions by this corps during the year are almost un- 
precedented in number.. The newest development in 
this line took place on Monday-evening at the Germania 
Assembly Rooms, the occasion being the twelfth annual 
The programme was a 
very extensive one, including all calls used by both drum 
and bugle, German and Regulations; also movements 
As far ‘as the per- 


Kraeger and Major Hallan, of the Fifth ; and Lieutenant 


Forma Invantay.—Among the many “institutions ” | like, are not required an hour a week, much less the 
peculiar to this command is its drum and bugle corps full time ef a general with five aids. 
or what is termed the fidid music of the thes dusting and oiling of arms can be done by any colored 


An occasional 


volunteer for about fifty dollars a year, and that need be 


Of course 
we would not curtail the appointing power of our Gov- 


of Missouri. Small enough is the compass of his pat- 
ronage. We do not grudge him the powers to appoint 
on his staff an adjutant-general and a quartermaster. 
eneral. But, however much we are wedded to progress, 
or this once we advocate a return to the frugal times of 
1859. Previously and up to 1861, the Adjutant-General 
received a salary of two hundred dollars per annum, ‘‘ in 
fall for all services rendered by him to the State,” and 
the Quartermaster-General was paid three hundred and 
sixty-five dollars for salary and contingent expenses. 


Surely these remarks are asad commentary on the cha- 
racter and condition of the militia of the State of Missou- 
ri. Compare this with the busy Adjutant-General s Office 
ef our own State, or that of Massachusetts, Pennsyl- 
vania, or Connecticut. Let Missouri pass laws and or 
ganize a militia worthy of the State, and then there will 
be no t me for “ loafing,”’ and no excuse for remarks of 
the above character. 


Insprotions.—The past week has been, and the re. 
mainder of this month will be, devoted by Inspector- 
General Morris to inspecting the troops comprising the 
Second and Third brigades and detachments of the First 
division. The troops thus far, with few exceptions, have 
paraded in full dress, the bands and drum corps being 
in attendance. In no instance have the battalion devi- 
ated from General Morris’s forms for reviews in limited 
space, and not in every case has this form been neces- 
sary or well done. A few battalion commanders have 
indulged by way of novelty in some parts of the forms 
laid down for reviews in the revised tactics, but the 
combination of these forms has tended more to confuse 
than add to the military movement. It is far better for 
officers to confine themselves to the old system which 
they and their commands are supposed to comprehend 
than to undertake any new system of movement which 
they have not as yet thoroughly studied. Give us the 
whole or nothing, otherwise the movements present a 
combination exceedingly unsatisfactory. These spring 
inspections, General Morris states, are ordered by the 
Commander-in-Chief ; therefore the Inspector-General is 
merely carrying out the directions of his superior in the 
matter. The National Guard, however, aside from the 
opportunity to make a display, looks upon them as a 
matter of form having in the end no real utility, partic- 
ularly as the inspections are in no instance followed by 
a ruster. The presence of bands and other incidental 
expenses combine to make these parades fall heavily on 
the members, which, in connection with the usual spring 
parades by battalion, brigade, and division, make them 
doubly burdensome. The inspections might, therefore, 
well have been delayed at least one month, and the 
annual muster held at the same time. The opportunity 
to examine the drill and general efficiency of the troops 
by these indoor parades is as limited as the space al 
lowed for their movements. 

In this connection we publish the following commu- 
nication from a correspondent, who takes another visw 
of these gala inspections : 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
Sir: I have been a member of the National Guard for some 
ears, and take the deepest interest in its welfare. It is a peculiar 
institution, depending wa upon the social element, for the 
Se pent and success of its several organizations The full 
ress occasions where the dress parade, the guard mounting, the 
review and the inspection are witnessed by the friends of the 
members, do more towards obtaining recruits than any other 
causes; it has therefore been with great satisfaction that I have 
observed the adoption of indoor reviews in New York and 
Brooklyn. The anticipation of a full dress review towards the 
end of the drill season, incites the officers and men to devote 
themselves to drill in order that their public display may be more 
creditable, and in this way the anticipation of areview by some 
officer of high rank, promotes military excellence. I have been 
present on a number of occasions where regiments of the First 
and Second divisions have been reviewed by the Inspector- 
General, and am satisfied from my conversations with the mem- 
bers of these regiments, that the ceremonies were much enjoyed 
7 all present, and were the means of increasing the popularity 
of the regiments. I hope, Mr. Editor, that you will use your 
influence to encourage these i)door military ceremonies, as there 
is but one opinion in the National Guard as to their benefit. 
While on this subject, I wish to say that we have noticed in 
the military columns of some of the papers, criticisms of the 
form of review which has become known as the “ Keview for 
Limited Space;”’ believing from the comments that it was a“ new 
departure,’’ we took the pains to carefully study the published 
form. We find nothing which deviates from the United States 
form in any particular, of any consequence, except that the 
march in review is begunin ‘column of fours” instead of*in 
“column by company,” and that the column of fours is resumed 
after the column by company has passed the reviewing officer; 
all the remaining ceremonies are performed as laid down in the 
United States tactics. We have seen it stated, that on several 
occasions the regiment being small would have had room to 
have begun the march in column by company; this is true 
enough, but the result would not have been so satisfactory, for 
the space would not have permitted the wheel by company with 
the movable pivot, and therefore, by the time the four changes 
of direction would have been made, the column would have been 
elongated to that extent as to me ey the appearance of a badly 
drilled gerne besides which, the side of a drill-room being 
necessarily comparatively short, the eatest length of the 
column by company is desirable the side where the reviewing 
officer stands. It is very evident that any regiment which can 
execute the ‘‘ Limited Space Review,” can execute the regula- 
tion review, which differs only in the commencement and termi- 
nation of the march—a matter regulated by the commands of 
the colonel. A Srarr OFFricer. 


Kighth Infantry, Colonel Scott, assembled at the arsénal on 
the evening of March 11 for inspection, parading, very properly 
in fatigue uniform; The appearance of the regiment in gray 
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uniforms and white cross-belts was very fine, and throughout 
the ceremonies of review and the inepection in column the men 
were very steady. The arsenal was well filled with spectators— 
the Eighth always draws well—and no little interest was mani- 
fested in the movements of the regiment. There was some little 
delay in the formation of the line, but when formed the battalion 
presented a front of ten commands of twelve files. The review, 
which preceded the inspection, was in the column of fours form, 
and very fairly performed. The companies, however, in the pas- 
sage, in some instances, became crowded, particularly after pass- 
ing the point of review. The rear rank and line of file-closers 
were poorly aligned, end the men failed to keep their heads well 
to the front. The excellent drum corps under Drum-Major 
McKeever was well managed, and appeared to good advantage. 
The inspection and a few battalion movements which followed 
were creditable to the regiment, as a whole. The Eighth is a 
good command, and Colonel Scott a painstaking instructor, but 
many of the officers are lacking of in the little details and 
knowledge which go so far to make up the finished officer. The 
material is in the regiment, but the necessary pride and knowl- 
edge fail to showthem selves among the majority of the officers. At 
this inspection just these defects were noticeable, and the effect 
on the movements of the regiment was never more manifest. A 
regimental commander is not wholly responsible for the igno- 
rance of his company officers. We look to the good judgment of 
the companies in selecting officers; and last, but not least, to 
the brigade examining boards. It is impossible to have good com- 
panies or regiments unless you first have capable officers,and these 
the Eighth, as well as not a few other commands of the National 
Guard, greatly need. 


Fifth Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Kraeger commanding, 
paraded for inspection on the evening of March 12, with full 
band and its celebrated “field music."" The arsenal was filled to 
repletion with the friends of the Pickelhaubens, including no 
small number of Kinder. The regiment paraded ten commands 
of twenty files, being the strongest turnout yet witnessed at the 
arsenal, and filled almost the entire sides of the building, the 
line being in the form of an open square. . Although crowded, 
the regiment made a handsome appearance, and its commanding 
officer exhibited remarkable snap during the movements. It 
seems unfortunate that so good a regiment should be so poorly 
officered. The majority of the officers understand but little of 
the Tactics, and what knowledge they do have has been acquired 
more by practice than study. Thistoa-large extent is caused 
by ignorance of the English language, many not knowing the 
real difference between the simple command, Jn place—Rest and 
Parade—Rest. The Fifth is the representative German regi- 
ment of the country, and with the prestige which naturally clings 
to it, should show the drill and thorough discipline attained by 
its comrades of the fatherland. All this can be attained by a 
more judicious selection of officers—officers who, by their intel- 
ligence 4nd social position, will not fail to command the respect 
ofthe men. There is too much of the purely social element in 
the Fifth, and so long as this occupies the chief attention of the 
officers and men, just so long will the regiment, like others of its 
kind, fail to command the respect as a military organization it 
ought tohave. The regiment is in possession of a few capable 
officers, but so few that their influence is not enough to be great- 
ly felt. The regiment, through the energy of its commander, on 
this occasion appeared to good advantage, its movements being 
unusually prompt. 

At 8:30 Pp. mu. the line was formed and the battalion prepared 
for review by General Morris and his brilliantly uniformed party. 
This ceremony was remarkably well done. In this instance there 
was good excuse for the column of fours movement, the fronts 
being so large. The men were a little unsteady, but the bat- 
talion; in the soldiery helmets, looked exceedingly weil. The 
passage was somewhat crowded, the salutes, as usual, inferior, 
and the men apparently more interested in looking at the re- 
viewing party than their officers. After passage, for some un- 
explained reason, the regiment passed again in quick time with- 
out saluting. We have frequently observed this movement in 
the Fifth. Perhaps it does not understand the language of the 
Tactics. Inspection in column by division followed, which was 
only ordinary in its execution, and for the above noted reason 
we forbear criticism. 


Fifty-ffth Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Schilling command- 
ing, paraded at the arsenal on the evening of March 13, present- 
ing a strength of eight commands of twelve files. The Fifty- 
fifth during the past few years has passed through many changes, 
and from what was once termed a French to really a German or- 
ganization, the German element now largely predominating. 
Like most regiments of its class it has long suffered for want of 
competent instruction, particularly among its compary officers, 
not one-third of whom comfrehend their duties. This naturally 
is the case among National Guard organizations whose members 
do not understand our language sufficiently to become students 
of the Tactics, and for that reason they are not open to the crit- 
cism too often merited by National Guard commands who do 
speak English. The regiment generally presents a neat appear- 
ance in its gray and foreign-cut uniform, and under ordinary cir- 
cumstances goes through the forms of reviews, etc., as on this 
occasion, in veryfair style. The inspection in column was as 
good as we expected, anu we were in no wise surprised at any 


_ time during the evening at omissions of details and absence of 


steadiness. The Fifty-fifth, however, should endeavor to show 
more discipline ; but, of course, we never expect to see this 
until the officers first sct the example, and then enforce it in 
others. The regiment shows little or no improvement in drill, 
and will not until its members comprehend discipline. The 
present commanding officer, we understand, is rather indifferent 
as to the matter of being chosen to fill the position of colonel, 
but his long service in the regiment, and position as next in 
rank, justly entitle him to the command of the regiment. Ex- 
Major Gilon, the former inspector of the First brigade, has been 
mentioned in this connection. If this officer could in any way 
be induced to accept the colonelcy we feel sure he would soon 
make the Fifty-fifth what it is not now—a live command. Adju- 
tant Jackson, of this command, some time since was offered a 
position on the staff of the First division commander. 


Ninth Infantry, Colonel Braine, paraded ®t ‘ts armory on 
Wednesday evening for review and inspection, There was a 
very large attendance of spectators, and the regiment paraded 
ten commands of twelve files, a band of ‘ifty pieces and drum 
corps. The companies entered the drill-roum at a quarter after 
eight o’clock, and the line was formed by Adjutant Luckey for 


dress parade at twenty-five minutes of nine. Immediately after 

the customary dismissal, the officers again assumed command of 

their respective companies in line, and the regiment was prepared 

for réview before General Morris, who was accompanied by 

General Heath and Colonel Blanchard (A. I. G)., and the Third 

brigade staff. The dress parade and review were well executed, 

the men standing very steady, and in their handsome uniform 
appearing to excellent advantage. The column of four move- 
ment in the review was observed as customary, and in this 
instance, was very acceptable, for the reason that the space was 
very limited. At the conclusion of the review, the battalion, 
instead of halting on the line, formed colamn by division, 

marched down the room, after which the review was closed in 
due form. An inspection and some half-dozen battalion move- 
ments followed, all of which were well performed. In 
changing direction by the right flank, the battalion, in conse- 
quence of the error of the first company and the limited space, 
became a little confused, but as a whole, the movements were 
very smoothly executed. Drum-Major Hill appearedin his new 
and gorgeous uniform, and was by far the most attractive per- 
sonage present in the eyes of the spectators. Colonel Braine 
handled his battalion well, but hardly showed judgment by in- 
indulging in some of the forms of the revised tactics, while omit- 
ting others. It would have been far better to follow the new or 
confine the movements to the old. Our space prevents the com- 
ments we would wish on this parade of the regiment, but it 
suffices to state, that the regiment made as a whole a very credita- 
ble exhibition. 

TweELrtH InranTRy.—On Monday evening, after the 
meeting of the board of officers, the regimental rifle 
club formally inaugurated its new rifle range, located in 
the basement of the building, now used for armory pur- 
poses. The entrance to the rifle gallery is on Forty- 
fourth street, and the range is 45 yards in extent. This 
range has been fitted up at the expense of the regimen. 
tal club, comprising the officers of the regiment, and its 
use given the regiment under the government of the 
rules of the club. The gallery is some four yards wide, 
the abutment against which the target is placed being 
formed of two feet of brick and three feet of solid spruce 
timber. About ten feet beyond the firing point is con- 
structed a bulkhead, composed of spruce plank and 
sheet iron of sufficient thickness to stop the passage of 
any bullet. This last arrangement is for protection 
against accidents caused by premature discharges, etc., 
of the rifle, in which case the bullets will have no oppor- 
tunity to escape beyond the gallery, but instead wil| 
imbed themselves in this bulkhead. The targets of 
pasteboard have been accurately graduated by Lieu- 
tenant Henry Falton, one of the new officers of Company 
E, and an experienced rifleman, so that the firing can be 
carried on at 100, 200, and 509 yards, as at Creedmoor, 
the charge of powder and lead being thesame. The 
range was opened by Colonel Ward firing the first shot. 
The following is the score of the best shots made daring 
the evening, at 200 yards : 


gS SR Pe oe 22 3 3 0—10 
Lieutenant-Colonei Gildersleeve....3 4 2 3 4—16 
Adjatant Morphy................. 222 8 3—12 
PIE MEIN gc 5'0,6 0. v's'o 0% 8's 00 ouge 323 8 4—15 
"7 ASR ee .222 2 2—10 

aie RA a ee 03 2 2 4—11 

- Van Rensselaer........... 2022 39 
Lieutenant Heizman....... Verer 3283 83 O11 
- AS SRY 422 8 4—15 


The regiment (except band) will parade for drill, in 
Chasseur uniform (with leggings), at the State Arsenal, 
on Wednesday, March 25. Assembly at 8 o’clock p.m. 


TWENTY-SECOND InranTRY.--Lieutenant-Colonel Camp 
and Major McGrath alternately, have been drilling the 
regiment by wing during the past few weeks, Colonel 
Porter being indisposed. The turnout has not been 
what we should except of this regiment, and on Fri- 
day evening of last week only twelve files paraded. 
Major McGrath was in command on this evening, and 
as heretofore indulged in a little of the ‘‘ Revised.” 
Before going very far in any movements of the new 
tactics, we think it advisable first to give the com- 
pany officers an opportunity to study a little before 
the practice. The State had not distributed the 
revised edition as yet, and those officers who had copies 
had be3n compelled, like the officers‘of the Army, to 
purchase them at their own expense. ‘‘ Double column 
of fours” is all very well, but don’t go to deep, Major, 
just yet! There is plenty of time. Make haste slowly 
isa good rule to follow in these matters. A wing drill 
was ordered for Friday evening, aud another will take 
place next Friday. On the 2d and 9th of April the regi- 
ment will assemble io fatigue uniform for drill, and in- 
spection preparatory to the inspection ordered by Gene- 
ral Morris on April 15. Oda this latter occasion the new 
Company K will parade, as will also ‘* Gilmore’s 
Twenty-second regiment band.” As this, we presume, 
will be a free exhibition—admission by cards—there will 
not only be a large turnout of the regiment, but of its 
friends. Why not combine pleasure with business, and 
make this inspection include a concert and hop, and 
charge the usual concert price of admission? This is 
the way several organizations in Brooklyn manage these 
little affairs,and they “‘take” well. The regimental band is 
winning new laurels every Monday evening, and Gil- 





more by hard work, and the band by unceasing practice, 


‘“ 


is rapidly reaching the standard of the famous bands of 

Europe. There is, of course, nothing in this country 

which begins to equal this band, organized as it is now. 

On Monday evening last a new feature was introduced, 

vocal music being added to the programme. Madame 

Louise Liebhart sang very effectively ‘‘The Dashing 

White Sergeant” and “Little Birds So Sweetly Sing- 
ing.” Mr. Jules Lumbard, basso, also sang: several 
songs in most excellent style. This gentleman possesses 
magnificent voice, but the peculiar construction of the 
armory is as destructive in its effects on vocal as instru- 
mental] sounds. The solos of Mr. Lefebre, Saxaphone, 
and Mr. Arbuckle, cornet, were exquisitely rendered. 
Gilmore’s ‘‘ Centennial Hymn,” played on this evening 
for the second time, was exceedingly grand. The concert: 
altogether was most excellent, largely attended, and lost 
nothing by the addition of the vozal portion. The plat- 
form has been removed from the centre of the drill- 
room and placed on the north side, against the walk 
Seats have also been provided for those who wish to 
adopt the more rational mode of listenixg to the supe- 
rior music offered by this band. The rear of these seats 
affords ample space for promenaders. 


VARIOUS ITEMS. 


—Tuis Saturday evening, March 21, the Seventh regiment 
band will give at the regimental armory, & \— ered con. 
cert to ‘* General’’ C. 8. Grafulla, its veteran | ’" 


— Tue Sixty-ninth regiment, Colonel Cavanagh, went throug 
a “heavy wet” in honor of Ireland’s patron saint, on Tuesda 
The regiment posetee eighteen files, and looked, despite the ra! 
and absence 0} great coa' epee | e, in the march- 

ute ten e Mayor an ty authorities at the City 
sal ed the M city authori the Ci 


— Tue State has issued to the several division headq 
eopies of the Revised Tactics, but the custo: orders have 
not been promulgated in connection therewith, by eral Head- 
quarters. Until this is done, officers who * stretch a Lay and. 
undertake to perform any of the new movements or forms 
prescribed, do so only on the general ae le that these tactics 
are for the use of the Army and militia of the United States. 


— A PROMENADE concert and hop will be gum April 7, unde: 
the auspices of the Seventy-firet regiment, at the ental 
ae > “= sé ver omens eee merge 
master F. J. n, offer an excellent programme, 

cause is one that appeals to the instincts of every mem- 
ber of the National Guard. The attendance, therefore, will be- 
undoubtedly large. 


— On Friday evening of last week, Comma G, Twenty- 
eighth battalion, Captain Schweizer, celebrated the anniversary 
of its “organization” at ex-Lieutenant Schenck’s Hotel. The 
affair was a family gathering, ** grad wie in Deutechland.” The 
whole-souled Captain Schweizer and his half dozen medals, were 
in great glory, and to the oft repeated toast of ‘* Unser Keusch- 
heft,” the jolly participants responded until morning. 


— Tue report that an order has been received at First division 
headquarters, discharging General Funk, the Second _ brigade 
commander, from the service, is premature. General Funk had 
a hearing on Wednesday afternoon before the commander-in- 
chief, and the decision in nis case will not probably be oftcially 
announced for some days yet, and all rumors as to the character 
of the decision before its official publication, are mere conjec- 
tures, since it is contrary to the custom of General Headquarters, 
» announce its conclusions before being prepared to promulgate 
them. 


— Company I, Seventh 


BSE 








ment, since May, 1, 1873, has en- 
listed twenty-four men, eighteen of this number since tlre in- 
spection of October 28. This gives the company a total of eight 
men. There are pot many companies in the National Guard 
which can beat this. The members are still working hard, and 
expect by the next fall inspection to have at least ninety names 
on the roll. The attendance at drill is goed and regular. Cap- 

y, the energetic commander of this company, has late 
taken up the s 1 (as far asthe armory will admit), an 
the company is making @ progress. The men are enthus‘as- 
tic in every matter which relates to the company, which is now 
on a& sure road to success. 


MassacuvusEtts.—The report of Colonel B. F. Finan on the in- 
spections recently held in the Ninth regiment, located in Boston, 
contains many points which will undoubtedly interest many of 
our readers. Colonel Finan after giving a series of arithmetical 
calculations regarding the inspection ‘‘ averages,” the nature of 
which we scarcely understand, says : 


There was much observed during the = ae 9 worthy of _ 
commendation, and but very little deserving of censure. The 
evidence of a desire to do well was everywhere manifest, and the 
effort was more than ordinarily successful, the most ‘Jaudable 
feature, perhaps, being the example of ES tness, every com- 
y being ready at the time announced in orders, Buta single 
fine officer was absent duriag the inspection. A kind of easy 
manner was observed among first sergeants while calling the 
roll; by assuming a more soldierly attitude, the duty of estab- 
lishing an example for su s would be more creditably 
. The formations of Companies Iand C by First Ser- 
geants Philip BE. Clark and J. F. McCaffrey, were the mosttaccu- 
rate. The actual time occupied in the formation of each com- 
pany between the command ** Fall in” and when turned over to 
the captain was in minutes as follows : 
Por ad C,5; A,6; K,6; F,7; B,7; 1, 8; E,8; G- 10; H, 


; D, 12. 

In a number of companies but few knapsacks were found, but 
as these headquarters have no official knowledge of the exaet 
issue of such property to companies, in awarding merit, it must. 
depend to some extent on probabilities. More attention should 
be paid to the instruction of non-commissioned officers in mat- 
ters of detail than appearance would indicate bas hitherto been 
the custom. It is recommended that u) 
tablished for drill proper opportunities 
sioned officers to become better acq' 
charge of details, and also the exercise of authority over the. 
men. It would be well to post a few sentinels each evening and 
place a sergeant and corporal alternately in charge. os 
might also be allowed to manceuvre detachments, and thereby 
acquire a over subordinates and encourage a develop- 
ment of their own qualifications for su, 

The attendance of the men does not bear a favorable compari- 
son with that of the officers in some companies. It will be found 
that ys ghacnee AA. more — : else * had an 
effect detrimen' e standing companies. Every man 
who was present, no matter how deficient or how objectionable 
he appears, received credit from the fact of his presence ; while 
every absentee was a positive loss to his company, and imposed 


upon those who did attend the obligation of an extra effort to 
tain that which he was in duty bo! to con! a ‘ 
te rin # Ht ts Lopea chat & Enow 
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VENICE AND ITS ARSENALS, ETC. 


Report of Master Edward J. Berwind, U. 8. ha’ (under Rear- 
= Case’s General Order No. 2), dated U.'8 826 
Trieste, November 20, 1873. 
Durive my leave, from October 26 to November 9, 
I visited Venice, Padua, Bologna, Florence and Leg- 
horn. ‘With the exceptions hereinafter mentioned, 
‘Venice is the only one of these cities, so far as came 
under my observation, offering anything of interest to 
or bearing upon naval science or history. 

In addition to the various galleries, the numerous 
churches and pelaces, and the peculiarities of Venice 
itself, I found the naval arsenal exceedingly interest- 
ing. Its great antiquity, and having been the arsenal 
of the greatest naval power of its day, make it particu- 
larly attractive. Since its first completion in the early 
part of the twelfth century, it has at various times been 

and improved, as emergency required. Its 
efficacy, however, was greatly impaired in 1866, by the 
removal of all the most valuable and important 
machinery to the then new Austrian naval arsenal at 
Pola. The Italian Government are now restoring it, 
and making extensive improvements, the most promi- 
nent of which are the dredging of the harbor, the 
building of two new dry docks, the erection of new 
buildings and the enlargement and refitting of old ones, 
and the introduction of new and powerful machinery. 

It is the intention to dredge the channel and anchor- 
ages so as to enable vessels of the largest tonnage to 
enter tie port. 

The two new dry docks are respectively 95 metres 
and 12 {metres in length, and are being constructed in 
the latest and most approved manner. The larger one 
will be completed this winter, and the smaller during 
next year. : 

Severa) buildings are being altered for the reception 
of new and powerful machinery, with the view of 
ultimately making this arsenal the chief ordnance 
foundry in the kingdom. Bost guns and carriages are 
now being extensively made; there are 9 or 10 cm. (?) 
bronze pes Ano | rifles mounted upon iron 
carriages and slides. he breech Chang, Sree ngemene 
is a slight modification of the system of Krupp. They 
are intended to be used not only in boats and shore- 
batteries, but also for saluting on board ships carrying 
only few guns of large calibres. Accuracy and dura- 
bility are claimed for them. 

A small gun-boat, (name not determined) is bein 
oo, and will soon be ready for launching. She is o 

, with diagonal iron fastenings. Her model has 
no peculiarity, excepting that below the water-line her 
bow protrudes as in large iron casemated ships and 
rams. : 

The arsenal contains two large rectangular interior 
basins, entirely sheltered from the wind and weather. 
In ore of the basins the building slips are on the long 
side, an arrangement rendering it impossible to launch 
long vessels, owing to the narrowness of the basin 
itself. To remedy this defect, new slips are being 
constructed on one of the short ends. 

The Arsenal Museum I found very interesting, not 
that it s ted anything of absolute value, but more 
particularly for the fine exhibit of ancient arms and 
of models of vessels of war, illustrating the growth and 

of the two most important branches of naval 
science from a very remote period to the present time. 
Notwithstanding many specimens were carried to the 
Louvre in Paris by Napoleon the First, the collection 
is said to be the finest in the world. 

The arsenal now employs a very small force (2,200 
men), owing to a retrenchment in expenditures by the 
government. The most extensive work is being carried 
on in the ordnance and machine shops, which will be 
the largest in Italy when finished. 

A Torpedo School has been founded and located at 
Venice, but as yet it is small and not fully organized. 
A number of officers are attached to the navy-yard to 
carry on experiments. I could obtain no information, 
however, as to the kind of torpedo used, or as to its 
results. 

I am informed, upon reliable authority, that the 
board of officers appointed to witness the experiments 
with the Whitehead torpedo at Fuime reported favor- 
A upon it, but that its adoption is very doubtful, 
owing to the exorbitant price demanded by the inven- 
tor. I am also informed, upon the same authority, that 
a boaid of officers have strongly recommended the 
adoption of the Krupp breech-loading guns by the naval 
service in lieu of those (Armstrong) now in use. The 


two large iron-clads now being constructed are particu- | W: 


larly recommended to be armed with them. 

results are claimed for the new Italian Rosset 
gun (cast) now being experimented with at Turin, but 
all officers with whom I have spoken do not consider 
them as adapted to vessels of war. 

The city authoritics of Venice are earnestly seconding 
the efforts of the government to revive its importance ; 
the trade and revenue have materially increased durin 
the past two years, much of which is to be attribu 
to the Peninsular and Oriental a made 
this port the European terminus of their East Indian line 
of steamers. The prevelence of cholera during the past 
summer has seriously affected commerce, and kept away 
that immense influx of travellers upon whom are de- 
ae not only a large portion of the merchants and 

tel ki rs, but so many of the poorer classes, such 
as gondo guides, servants, etc. It is estimated that 
over one-balf of the inhabitants derive their livelihood 
from this source; much misery is anticipated this win- 
ter in consequence. 

t Leghorn I witnessed the exercising and review- 
r) 


ng of ro Italian infantry regiments of the line. 
dierly, stan daha $e fey b- a eetcamene 
gee ofthe privates and non commlsloned offers 
of sal sare and not very rebut, “The fice, ou 
fall and well PV yr areng Sony be 
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cleanliness which characterized the men. 


with the Chassepot rifle. -.I subsequently visited the | ber and organization of the troops for a period of twelve 
 Ceounion, and found the same.untidiness and want of | yéars, the time of service exacted from the individual 
Excluding | soldier. Germany needed no war to acquire glory, nor 


the fine break water anda small dry dock I saw nothing | did she want war to make conquests. In her geogra- 


of interest to the naval officer, 


continent. 


of many volumes which treat of them far better than I 


possess of the country and its people. 





MOLTKE ON STANDING ARMIES. 


The following is the report of the remarks of Field 
Marshal Moltke, in the Prussian Lower House, on the 
Army bill. They will bear reading, and may carry 
weight in the United States : 


The present generation could not hope to escape the 
onerous duties connected with the maintenance of large 
armaments. It was but too probable that Germany 
would be obliged te protect for fifty years to come 
what she had gained in five months. Germany, by the 
last war, had won the respect, but certainly not the 
love of her neighbors. In whatever direction honora- 
ble members turned their eyes, they would find nations 
haunted with the idea that Germany was likely to be- 
come a disagreeable neighbor before long. There was 
a strong French party in Belgium, notwithstanding 
that Germany had o<—' saved the independence 
of that kingdom. Holland had begun to repair the 
woik by which the couniry had been inundated be- 
causé the inhabitants were unaccountably afraid of a 
German attack. There was not a man in Germany 
who advocated ‘he annexation of Holland, yet it was 
but too well known with whom the Dutch sympatbised 
in the war of 1870. Even England had recently wit- 
nessed the publication of pamphlets contemplating the 
chances, not of a Frencb, but of a German landing in 
the country. Denmark increases her coasting vessels 
and fortifies Sealand, likewise deeming it necessary to 
prepare against a German descent. Nay, Germany 
was even charged with the intention of invading the 
Baltic Provinces of Russia and coquetting with the 
German subjects of Austria. And all this when France 
had copied the whole system of the German military 
organization, and, by extending the duty of military 
service over ge oF tape and giving the law retro- 
gressive force, already possessed an active army of 
1,200,000 men, and a territorial force of 1,000,000 more. 
France had now 152 regiments of Infantry, instead of 
116 as before the war; 323 batteries, instead of 159 as 
formerly ; and 471,000 men actually under arms in 
times of peace, against {the much smaller force at the 
Cisposal of the Empercr Napoleon. France, who be- 
gan the war of 1870 with eight corps d’armee, had now 
nineteen, and, while Germany hitherto spent less than 
100,000,000 thalers on her troops, does not hesitate to 
appropriate 171,000,000 thalers for the like purpose. 
The rench Legislative Assembly the other day ac- 
tually forced an extra eum of 17,000,000 thalers on 
their Government to enable them to drill the second 
portion this year. The French towns vied with each 
other in building barracks, setting apart drill grounds, 
etc. To be sure, the oon majority of intelligent 
Frenchmen bore their defeat with more dignity than 
would appear to be the casu from the orations of popu- 
lar speakers ; yet, if the French Government are con- 
vinced of the necessity of preserving peace for some 
time to come, this, above all, was owing to the fact that 
& judicious general was at the head of the nation. Still 
Germany remembered but too well the sad experience 
of some years ago when the French Government were 
carried away by extreme parties and hurried into an 
imprudent.war. He was ove Oe say that, however 
many people in France might be opposed to the repe- 
tition of such a course, no one who listened to the vo- 
ciferous cries for revenge which penetrated across the 
Vosges could abandon the idea that what had happened 
once might happen soon in. The German army 
was smaller than the French, but it bad the advantage 
of not including any elements of the Militia type. 
ars carried on by real soldiers were always the short- 
est and therefore the cheapest. As Mr. Bancroft had 
told them in his excellent “History of the United 
States,” even Washington realised the comparative 
uselessness of a militia, and again and again insisted on 
the formation of a standing army. It was a fact that 
the Americans ultimately conquered from possessing a 
small but well-drilled force cf 6,000 men. Again, the 
French volunteers of 1791, now that their history had 
been written from the papers in the French War 
Office, appeared anything but the efficient force the 

had been hitherto represented. In 1870, also, thoug 

so many brave and patriotic men were called to arms 
by the ¥rernch Government when the whole French 
army had been made prisoners, they were unable to 
resist the onslaught of real troops. As to the Franc 
Tireurs, they never stayed the pape of the German 
army for a single day, though they necessarily gave the 
German measures a harshness whigh might be lamented, 
but could not have been avoided. This and the danger 
there was in arming the people promiscuously when 
Socialistic tenets were being openly preached altogether 
excluded the militia project that had been started in 
ancther quarter. A standing —_ therefore, was a 
necessity of the times,and he could not but ask the 
House to vote the figure of 401,000 rank and file as a 
peace footing once for all. If they were to re-discuss 
the Military budget every year, military matters would 
be kept in a constant state of uncertainty; for any 
cleestions that might be introduced affected the num- 








regiments were — 


A 


I have confined myself to matters having either a 
direct or indirect bearing upon military and naval 
aflairs, inasmuch as the numerous objects, such as 

ainting, sculpture, architecture, antiquities, etc., have 

n thoroughly canvassed, and have been the subjects 


could possibly hope to with the information obtained 
during .my brief leave, and the limited knowledge I 


Ryder, and Vice-Admwiral Sir A. Coope 


phical position, it was true, she must have an army 


In Florence the new observatory is well worth a|strong enough to confront two parties at the same time ; 
visit ; it is claimed by the lialians to be the best on the 


but what could she do with pieces of Russia and 
France if she were to conquer them? Germany not 
only wished to keep the peace but wished to be able to 
force others to do the like. It was to be hoped that the 
world in course of time would abandon distrust of Ger- 
many’s intentions. For the present, if the House 
thought the country wanted a ome and powerful 
army, they could not, in his opinion, do less than en- 
dorse the Government bill. 








FOREIGN ITEMS. 


EnGuanp has had to pay for her glory, within the last 
fifteen years, some 100 million pounds sterling. 

On January 1 last the British Army was composed of 
162,079 effectives, its establishment being 161,031. 
The number of recruits who joined during the month of 
December amounted to 1,960, 

Tue French war minister, acting on the decision of 
the artillery committee, has ordered that in future the 
shrapnel be supplied with a simple percussion fuse, and 
has requested the same committee to make trials and 
decide on a more improved model of fuse than the one 
the French artillery is now supplied with. 

Tux minister of the navy of Italy has submitted to 
the Senate his plans for reorganizing the Italian navy. 
The minister proposes to condemn and sell the old 
naval material, for which he calculates to realize about 
60 million lires, and build new vessels and repair such 
as may yet fit for service ; the cost of repairs he 
reckons at 7 million lires annually. This proposition is 
rather a bold one, and it is anticipated that the plans of 
this really efficient minister will not all be sanctioned. 
Tue competition for the prize offered by the Junior 
Naval Professional Association of England for the best 
essay on Naval Tactics, has proved a great suceess. 
The Judges—Admiral Sir Alexander Milne, Vice-Admiral 
r Key—express 
their opinion of ‘‘ the very great ability and intelligence 
with which the essays have been written, reflecting the 
greatest credit on the officers who have undertaken the 
task.” They are farther ‘“‘ unanimously of opinion that 
the essay bearing the motto ‘ Certanti Dahitur’ treats 
the subject in the most masterly manner.” ‘This essay 
is written by Lieut. Gerard H..N. Noel, of H.M.S. 
Active, to whom the prize of 50 guineas has, therefore, 
been awarded. 

Tue Spanish army has until recently been armed with 
breech-loaders of various systems, prominent among 
which (since 1867) was the Berdan. After numerous 
trials the government decided to supply the entire army 
with Remingtons’ and carbines of the Spanish model of 
1871. The Spanish factories being unable to supply 
the desired quantity in so short space of time, a contract 
was made with Messrs. Remington, of Ilion, by which 
they were to farnish 60,000 rifles and of which they have 
already supplied 40,000. The factory at Oviedo, besides, 
farnishes 40,000 rifles of the same pattern. Each of the 
eight mounted artillery regiments are furnished with 
Krupp’s guns. 

Accorp1nG to a report from the Contre-Admiral D. v. 
Sterneck, who accompanied Oount Wilezek, in the Jdsjorn, 
to esteblish a coal and provision depot for the North Pole 
explorers, Weyprecht and Payer, the expedition is 
well. The Idsj overtook the Zegethoff near the 
Barents islands, on the morning of the 12th of August, 
1873. Having placed the coal and provisions in a suit- 
able shelter on those islands, the barometer falling 
steadily, the sun disappearing entirely, the wind be- 
coming unsteady and the currents alarming, it was 
deemed safe to separate as early as the 18th of the same 
month, the Tegethoff proceeding north to Cape Nassau 
to erect new winter quarters, and the Jdsjorn sailing 
WS W., between the ice massesfseeking anopench n 
Amona the British regiments that lay in Queens 
County, L. L., during the War of the Revolutions were 
the 23rd, or Royal Welsh Fusileers, Col. Sir Wm. 
Howe, K. B., Lieut. Col. Balfour, Major MacKenzie ; 
and the 42nd, or Royal Highland Regiment, Col. Lord, 
John Murrey, Lieut. Col. Thos, Sterling, Major Chas. 
Graham. Teas 251, Revolutionary Incidents . of 
Queen’s Co., by Onderdonk. On page 134, same 
volume, is an address presented to Lieut, Col. Sterling 
and the 42nd Highlanders on their departure, signed by 
all the inhabitants of Newtown and speaking in high 
terms of their conduct while in that town. ‘These two 
regiments together with the Rifle Brigade detachment, 
and the Naval Brigade, form the Ashantee Expedition 
under General Sir Garnet Wolseley, which has just 
captured Coomassee. 


A whiter in Harper’s Magazine for March, speaking 
of St. George’s, Bermuda, and the blockade runners, 
says: During the war St. George’s was a busy town, 
being a great resort for blockade runners which were 
hospitably welcomed by our English friends. Goods 
purehased abroad were brought here, and then trans- 
ferred to the craft waiting to receive them. It was risky 
business, but one well followed, and many men here 
who flattered themselves at the beginning of the war 
that they were amassing large fortunes, were bankrupt, 
or nearly so, at its close. me few, however, realized 
large amounts. The town was crowded, and at night 
every available space out-of-doors or in, was occupied. 
Men lay on verandas, walls, docks, and floors. Money 
was — and sailors sometimes landed with $1,500 in 
specie. The price of labor advanced; wages were 
doubled. Liquor flowed freely, and the common laborer 
had his champagne and rich cake to offer. Here, too, 
was concocted the fiendish plot by Dr. Blackbura and 
others for introducing the yellow fever into Northern 
cities by sending thither boxes of infected clothing ; 
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but it was fortunately discovered in season to prevent 
injury to any save the plotters. During the entire war 
it was one of the hot-beds of secession, and with its 
close there came a sudden collapse. If a door nail is 
deader than anything else in nature, then St. George’s 
ig as dead as that nail, 

TxE new German military law proposes to raise the 
pay of the rank and file by 6 thalers ($4.50) a year, in 
consequence of which 1,855,000 thalers are required 
over and above the sum ordinarily expended on this 
item, Again, some 9,000,000 thalers more are asked for 
the maintenance of the troops, in consequence of the 
steady rise in the price of all commodities, while 1,550,- 
000 thalers are to be employed for miscellaneous needs. 
The whole ‘‘ extra” required under these circumstances 
will be something like 14,000,000 thalers for the ensuing 
year, and 15 000,000 or 16,000,000 thalers for 1876 and 
afterwards. Though the Military Budget is thus brought 
up to 113,000,000 thalers at once, and some two or three 
millions more in the immediate future, it would be 
erroneous to regard this as the total sum to be spent on 
the army. France being —— in forming an Army 
of 2,423,000 men, the German Government believe they 
are no longer safe with the 1,391,000 men at their dis- 

in time of war. Preparations accordingly mey be 
noticed in the bill for reducing the time of service by 
one ‘year, and employing the money thus saved in the 
training of an additional 40,000 recruits, to be annually 
withdrawn from the avocations of civil life. As the 
German soldier is liable to be called out fora period of 
12 yeers, this annual extra of 40,000 men will add nearly 
half a million to the army, which is thus raised to a war 
footing of 1,800,000 combatants and auxiliaries, The 
increase of the rank and file necessitates a correspond- 
ing augmentation of the officers, and it is but natural 
that we should already hear of three second lieutenants 
being in future appointed for each company, instead of 
two, as heretofore. Estimating the number of German 
second lieutenants at 14,000 in a total of 32,000 officers, 
this shows that there are something like 7,000 more 
required. 


A series of interesting data has been worked out, 
says the Army and Navy Gazette, in regard to the 
penetrating power of various natures of guns when 
opposed to iron-clad vessels of various thicknesses of 
armor, ranging from 4} inches to 15 inches, with a 
backing of timber and inner skin of iron. The er of 
penetration of the Palliser projectile attains a higher 
ratio in proportion to its diameter in the larger classes 
of Woolwich guns than in the 7, 8, and 9-inch ones. 
Thus a rough rule with these three latter natures was 
that Palliser projectiles fired from them with their 
respective charges at 200 yards range would perforate 
iron plates of a thickness one inch greater than their 
diameter—viz., 8-inch, 9-inch, and 10-inch armor seve- 
rally. But an examination of the tables at present 
under consideration shows that this rule hardly holds 

* good with regards to the 9-inch gun, for with a battering 








war the eonditions were reversed. Here a small body 
had to force its through a superior and out flanking 
enemy, and the whole of the most recent modern con- 
ditions of tactics were reversed. In its place we find a 
quadrangular formation carefally arranged, with almost 
as much fighting power for either flank as for the direct 


allowing them to interfere seriously with the general ad- 
vance.” In connection with which the Pall Mall 
Gazette writes: “ And just as no number of Orientals in 
Xenophon’s days could resist the slow thrusting forward 
of the phalanx, invincible by its weight at the point of 
contact ; nor any mob of Gauls, however brave, could 
bear the terrible though gradual pressure of the ad- 
vancing front of the legion,so it was—allowing only 
for the difference of the power of firearms in a bush 
aod of pikes and javelins in the open—with the Forty- 
second Highlanders and the defenders of Amoaful. The 
problem in such a case has always been to defend the 
flanks effectively without pausing in the general move- 
ment; and no Grecian or Roman commander appears 
ever to have solved this prime difficulty of the breaking 
through a crowd of enemies with a living military wedge 
more successfully than did the English general on the 
8ist of January.’ 

Tue campaign of the English on the Gold Coast is 
finished. On the 15th of February the expedition 
corps erossed the Prah, and will by this time be in Cape 
Coast Castle. The loss on the battle fields has not been 
very great—16 dead and 368 wounded—the greatest loss 
having been caused by the murderous climate. Never- 
theless, the English have cause to congratulate them- 
selves upon their success in this campaign; bad they 
not been able to subdue the Ashantees and convince 
them that they were their superiors, the English would 
have been compelled to withdraw from the Gold Coast, 
and all their settlements along the western coast of Africa 
to the Cape of Good Hope would have been exposed to 
constant atiacks by the natives. Now, however, the 
Ashantees having been severely punished for their inva- 
sion, they will come to the conclusion that they only 
harm themselves by. further hostilities, and will deem it 
wiser to subject themselves to a people so much strouger 
than they. The conditions of the peace made by the 
English commander with King Koffi Kalcali require 
him to pay England a war indemnity of about half a 
million’ of dollars; the fulfilment of this being rather 
difficult (only a thousand ounces of gold having thus 
far being raised), the English will not press the King 
very hard, but, on the contrary, will use the non-pay- 
ment of the debt as a pretext to enforce the other con- 
ditions of the treaty. The most important of these are 
the concession to the English of the right to build a 
fort in the Ashantee country on this side of the Prah— 
which in fact is the inauyuration of the English pro- 
tectorate ; faithermore the Ashantees are to relinquish 
all claim to points lying near the coast, to keep all 





roads leading from their capital to the Prah in good 
order, to protect traders, to abolish the cruel sacrifice’ of 


charge of 60 lbs., its Palliser projectile of 250 lbs. weight! human li ribed by their religi i 
very nearly perforated plates 11 inches thick at a dis-/ forever ab pose with the English, a eee 


tance of 200 yards. And as we ascend the scale the 
increasing ratio of power is very observable. The shot 
of 400 Ibs. weight from the 10-inch gun of 18 tons per- 
forated armor 12 inches thick at the same distance; 
thatdrom the 11-inch gun of 25 tons went through 12- 
inch armor and tke whole of its backing at a range of 
500 yards, very nearly penetrating 14 inches of armor at 
200 yards; whilst the 700 Ib. shot from the 12-inch 
85-ton gun, or ‘* Woolwich Infant,” went through 14 
inches of armor and its backing of timber and inner 
skin up to 500 yards, easily penetrating 15 inches of 
iron plates at 200 yards. The energy of the last.men- 
tioned projectile is estimated at 7,812 tons in order to 
penetrate the armor under such circumstances. Hence 
we may reasonably conclude that the proposed 50 ton 
gun would destroy the heaviest armor that it would be 
ihle to place upon an ironclad, and the question 
of the utility of any armor becomes an important one. 


A writer in one of the daily journals in New York, 
speculating on the revival of the phalanx, says: ‘‘ Since 
the German war it has been the opinion of all leading 
military men that the days of fighting in close line or 
close column are over. The melting away of a whole 
German regiment in a few minutes before the destrne- 
tive fire of the French chassepots at the battle of Worth 
convinced everybody that henceforth the fighting front 
must be so much extended as virtually to become a 
skirmish line. However, it appears that in the Ashantee 


Tue special correspondent of the London Post de- 
scribes the military review held at St. Petersburg, on 
the 26th January, before the Emperor, Prince of Wales, 
Crown Prince of Germany, Prince Arthur, and the 
Prince Royal of Denmark, in the Palace Place. Prior 
to the great ceremony, there are numerous inspections 
of the troops by, inter alios, the Grand Duke Nicholas, 
inspector-goneral of the guard and of all the cavalry, 
commander-in-chief of the troops of the military con- 
scription of St, Petersburg, and president of the council 
for the organisation and instruction of the troops. As 
he rides up and down the lines, accompanied by his 
suite, the men salute him with a hearty ‘‘Good morn- 
ing,” which sounds so like the ‘‘ Guten Morgen” of the 
German troops, that for a moment one fancies he is in 
Berlin instead of St. Petersburg. When the troops, 
who are already in close order, are called to attention, 
noon is announced by a gun from the fortress on the 
other side of the Neva, the clocks echo the time of day, 
there is a great blare of trumpets, and then we see that 
the Emperor, his august guests, and his anite have 
emerged from the Palace. The first to pass the Em- 
peror are the cadets of the military school—splendid 
material out of which to make soldiers. There are three 
battalions of these young men—No. 8 being a helmeted 
body, accompanied by the Marine Guard in their ser- 
viceable black uniform and round, flat sailor hats. The 





advance, so as to meet attacks on both sides, without | 


battalions of which pass in review order before the Em- 
peror and the foreign princes, and then follows the 
Semanovskoe Regiment, whose four battalions go by at 
pendedtee Pang comes the gar ae 
ir band, marching iy, guc- 
ceeded by the Gatchina urs, who also ‘* double 
up.” The ist, 2nd, Sed, a Dal 8, 
have all gone by at the double, getting into what looks 
for the moment like inextricable confusion, from which, 
however, they immediately recover and disappear down 
the Boulevard in excellent order. As each of the four 
battalions of the Moscovski regiment pass the Emperor 
the officers shout ‘‘Na pravo!”—(to the right)—and, 
making a right wheel, the men march to their quarters. 
Next come the Pavolsky regiment, distinguished, as had 
been said, by their Georgian head-gear, and you see a 
flag-pole carried by from which flutter some strips of 
what was one a brave silken banner behind which the 
Muscovites rushed into action. Three battalions of 
chasseurs (Finlanders) follow, and then more of the 
Chasseurs de l’Empereur, and then the bandsmen of the 
Pavlovskoe regiment are seen mingling with the Kaiser’s 
chasseurs. Other chasseurs follow, their Astrachan 
turbans decked with a small Greek cross, and armed, as 
we can easily see, for they rub shoulders with us, with 
the Zundnadelgewehr. Looking very blue with the 
cold, for the snow is falling heavily now, the Paviovskoe 
bandsmen trot briskly by; far in rear of their batta- 
lions, and are soon lost sight of in the Boulevard. A 
sapeur battalion follows, their yellow-handled hatchets 
strapped on their left side—a handy, serviceable body 
of men, answering, as will be understood from their 
designation, to the English ‘‘sappers.” Next come the 
Navy Guard, in their black orms, with a little red 
star and crimson and gold facings. The Grand Reverse, 
with red flags; the 1st battalion of the Sepeur Guard ; 
more military scholars with their band; the Guard 
Reserve, rather jumbled up; navy scholars, and the 24th 
division. Now come the Guard Artillery, who thunder 
by the Emperor and the princes at the gallop. And 
now a battery of that appalling weapon with 
which the French gunners wrought such havoc at 
Worth, and Saarbuck, and Beaumont, and Sedan, in the 
red days of 1870—the mitraillenses, whose infernal 
por daunted the soldaten cer —— More 
artillery follow, galloping furiously past, ore cavalr 
gallop past; then the Horse road my with their bright 
brass cuirasses and helmets; then the Emperor's 
Cuirassiers. Two squadrons of Cuirassiers come next, 
the black horses extorting general praise even from the 
nil admirari section of the crowd. The Gatchinskoe 
Cuirassiers appoar next—the Emperor's regiment, num- 
bering three squadrons; and the Grenadiers from 
Peterhof, with black crests over their helms; the 
Ublanen, four squadrons; followed by the Hussars from 
Tsarskoe Seloe; and now we have the Cossacks, of 
whom every schoolboy has read. TLeir lances are out 
of their rests, and as they gallop by on their small horses 
one acknowledges that they fully deserve their Russian 
title of ‘‘ thé Flying Cats.” Succeeding the ‘‘cats” are 
batteries of horse artillery, the Cossack artillery of the 
Don—these latter strong, lusty men,in the prime of 
life; and then the warlike fades away in the 
snowstorm, the crowd rush towa the palace to see 
the Emperor and the princes of England, Germany, and 
Denmark, the flags are deposited in the palace, while 
the trumpets blare and the drums rattle, and then 
everybody hies homeward, shivering and blue. 








The best “ Elastic Truss” in the world is now sold 
by Pomeroy & Co., 744 Broadway, N. Y., for Three 
Dollars. Also Surgical Elastic Stockings for Varicose 
Veins, Swollen Joints, &c., and Elastic Supporting and 
Riding Belts, Write to them for full particulars. 








DIED. 
Brief annou nts will be inserted under this head without 
charge. Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 


rate of two cents @ word, unless it is intended to leave the question 
of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor, 





Brapiey—In Charleston, 8. C., George W., only son of 
George W. and Agnes M. Bradley, U. 8. A., aged seven months 
and six days. 

OBITUARY. ‘ 

Prosser—At a meeting of oy & L., 5th United States 

Cavalry, held at Camp Grant, A. T., on February 2th, 187 





a series of resolutions were adopted, relative to the death o 
Corporal Harpin Prosser, who was ed in Gila river, A. T., 


Marine Band precede the Prabajensky Regiment, four jo the 16th of February, 1874. 
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TWO VALUABLE BOOKS. | 
! NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 


Cou. FArRcHILD’s admirable “Gurpz To Non-ComMissionEeD OrFicers” has 
attracted the attention of a large number of both the commissioned and non-com- 


I. 
RIFLE PRACTICE. 


The great demand for the work has obliged the publishers to issue 
THE FOURTH EDITION, REVISED, 


OF 


WINGATE’S MANUAL FOR RIFLE PRACTICE, | 


they have felt. 


Including a complete Guide to Instruction in the Use and Care of the Modern | 


Breech-Loader, with Diagrams and Iilustrations. 


Desiring to submit nothing but what has been thoroughly tested by experience, the author of 
ade extensive use of the Revised Musketry Regulations of the British army— 


this work has made 


eing what is known as the Hythe eystem) 5 of the Hwerzir Regi 
; of Major Willard’s Manual of Target Practice 
) as well as of the French Instruction Prov 
Casseurs a Pied ; together with the valuable euggeetens con- 
-book of Rifle Shooting, Burk’s Hand-book 
8 The intention has been to divest the matter of all unnecessary 
technicalities, and not only aflord a manual for “ aiming drill,” but to point out such details for 
ractice as will best promote proficiency in the use of the rifle. 
n which the work is based can be gone through with in 
anual,”’ and the practice which constitutes perfection can 


‘oniglich-Preussichen Armee (Berlin, 1870) 

ores by the U. 8. War Department in 1 
, a usage des bataillons des 

tained in Lieutenant Russell's Hand 

imilar standard works. 


the regulation of target p 
The ‘“ position” and “aiming” drill a 
the game manner as any part of the “ 


be had even at home, in aiming at a wafer pasted upon the wall. 
ractice require to be performed out of doors, but a very fair proficiency in the use of the rifle at 


own distances can be oy? without these 
The great attention which is being 


e demand for this work, which shou’ 
wn Sent, 


lement fur die Infanterieder| Arranged by Lieut.-Col. 


re sur le 





or Hythe, and 


| has done the work nece; 


The distance drill and target | General Upton him 


as such. 8 


Address, 


W. C. & F, P, CHURCH, 


39 PARK 


Row, New Yours, 





actices. imple as this little work 
ven of late to the subject of rifle practice has created a | Vidence of care and precieion.” 

be fh the hands of every man who handles the rifle. 
prepaid, to any part of the United States on the receipt of the price, viz., $1.50. 


IL 


missioned officers of the Army, who have readily bought it, fas supplying a want 
It is entitled : 


GUIDE 


FOR 


NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 


R. B. Farronitp, Fourth Regiment Connecticu 
National Guard. 


The Anmy AND Navy JouRNAL commenting on this book, says: 


‘**Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. Fairchild, of the Fourth Connecticut Infantry, has just issued a 
| modest little pocket volume entitled ‘General Rules for N 
for instructing these in all their duties and position in the very fu_lest 
| manner. As far as we are able to judge, after a careful 
} omitted, not a difficulty slighted. 


ssioned rs,’ in which he 


of the same, there is not a line 
pton’s Tactics are followed closely, and where they are silent. 


self has authorized the introduction of. explana 


to: tences, carefull 
appears, we have seldom seen anything that gate clearer 
Price, post-paid, 75 cents. 


W. C. & F. P, CHURCH, 
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THE LEADING LIFE COMPANY OF THE WEST. 
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LOSSES BY DEATH PAID SINCE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPANY, OVER - - . - 82,500,000 
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TIFFANY AND CO, 


UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK, 10 GRAND QUAI, GENEVA. 


In addition to their usual stock of SUPERIOR STEM WINDERS, offer a full assortment of 


‘to persons in the militar tion of the service, and supplies a wan 
~who desire it, on ra mail, to the agents in New York. 


New York Office, 205 Broadway : 
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HATFIELD AND SONS, 
832 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


Army and Navy Tailors, 


ESTABLISHED 1832. 
All the Newest Designs in Woolen Fabrics for Civilian’s Dress. 
ESTABLISHED 1847. 


BAKER & MCKENNEY, 


141 GRAND STREET, NEW 1 ORK. 
NEW REGULATION ARMY EQUIPMENTS 


MILITARY GOODS, 


¥OR THE ARMY, NAVY, AND NATIONAL GUA RD. 





‘Fult-dress Hats, Epaulettes, Fatigue Caps, and all kinds of Equipments for the A emy and Nu- 


tional Guard of the various States constantly on hand and made to order at short not e 
Goods Sent C. O. D. Everywhere. 


KALDENBERG'S MEERSCH AUMS 
For the Army and Navy. 
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The my Courts of Europe, diso Tailors to 
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